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AMERICA’S FINEST BELL INSTRUMENT 
TO GRACE THE CHURCH’S GREATEST SHRINE 


4 





His Eminence, Samuel Cardinal Stritch, who presented the 
"Arlington" Carillon to The National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, watches as George J. Schulmerich demonstrates how 
the carillon will be played. 







The Schulmerich “Basilican’’* 61- 
bell “Arlington’’* instrument to be 
installed at the National Shrine will 
provide Catholic University of 
America at Washington, D.C. with 
the ultimate in rich, pure, liturgical 
bell music. Retaining the traditional 
color of old-world cast-bell carillons, 
it eliminates great weight, tower 
construction, keyboard limitations. 
complex automatic operation and 

enormous cost. 
There’s a Schulmerich instrument 
large or small—to fit your needs. 
Let us demonstrate how! Write: SCHULMERICH CARILLONS, INC. 
10B46A Carillon Hill, 


SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


*“Arlington” and “Basilican” are trademarks for bell instruments of Schulmerich Carillons, Inc. 
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By VERY REV. AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Convy., S.T.M., J.C.D., LL.B. 


Holy Week Liturgy Changed 


As every priest in the world by now 
well knows, the program is going to be 
different this Holy Week. The Saered 
Congregation of Rites issued a Decree 
and an Instruction under the date No- 
vember 16, 1955, introducing far-reach- 
ing changes in the entire Holy Week 
liturgy, affecting Palm Sunday, Holy 
Holy 


writing the Acta 


(i00d and 


this 


Thursday, Briday 
Saturday. At 
Apostolicae Sedis containing the official 
text of the documents has not yet ap- 
peared. But sufficiently official copies 
of the pertinent texts have been made 
public by L’Osservatore Romano! 
These changes so completely reorder 
the ceremonies that 


hook has 


Hebdomadae Sanctae. 


an entirely new 
Ordo 
It will supplant 
the Roman Missal for the days of Holy 


become necessary: 


Week. The Vatican Press is producing 
i bound edition, altar size, 144 pages. 
Evidently, this Ordo is not an “Ordo” 
In the same sense as the one priests use 
(0 direct, the setting of the Missal and 
lor the recitation of their Office. This 
00k Is an absolutely indispensable 
must for any church, chapel or ora- 
‘ory where Holy Week services are con- 
lueted. , 

The Deerce notes that all who follow 


\ ani nr 
,iumn 276 29.035). 


the Roman rite are obliged to observe 
forth in the 
follow 


the restored Ordo «as set 


Vatican edition. Those who 


Latin rites other than the Roman (e.g., 


Carmelite —— Dominican — Carthusian) 
are bound only with regard to the times 
established by the Ordo. It is effective 


aus of Mareh 25 (Palm Sunday), 1956. 


A) THE DECREE AND INSTRUCTION 


The Decree begins by pointing out 
that from the very carliest days of the 
Chureh the principal mysteries of our 
Redemption: the Passion and Resur- 


rection of our Lord, have been cele- 


brated with an entirely unique solem- 
nity. In the beginning of the liturgy, 
the crucifixion, burial and Resurrection 
were Commemorated in a special three- 
day period, and then was added a me- 
morial of the institution of the Hucha- 
rist. Later appeared a further observ- 
ance: the Palm Sunday honoring of 
Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 
Thus there developed a special series of 
liturgical observances which, because of 
their great importance, came to be 
called “Holy Week.” 

In the early days these rites were ac- 
customed to be performed on the same 
days of the week and at the same hours 
of the day that the saered events which 
This 


preparation for Easter terminated on 


they recalled actually oecurred. 
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Holy Saturday night with its solemn 
vigil. During the Middle Ages, for 
various historical reasons, earlier times 
were established for the accomplishment 
of these sacred ceremonies, with the re- 
sult that ultimately all the services were 
transferred to the mornings. This 
caused some detriment to the full mean- 
ing of the observances and produced a 
measure of confusion between the Gos- 
pel accounts and the ceremonies recall- 
ing them. Most especially did the vigil 
itself of Easter suffer from this removal 
from its proper context. The meaning 
and the symbolism of the nocturnal set- 
ting was sacrificed by the transfer of 
time. 

In a more recent era another change, 
important from a pastoral angle, took 
place. For centuries the last three days 
of Holy Week had been holydays of 
obligation, and Christians were accord- 
ingly expected to attend the services in 
their churches. But later on, during the 
17th Century, due to altered social and 
economic conditions, the number of 
holydays was reduced by the order of 
Urban VIII. In 1642 that Pontiff de- 
clared that the last three days of Holy 
Week were no longer to be holydays of 
obligation. It has since come to pass 
that the solemn observances of those 
days are attended by only a few of the 
body of the faithful. 


The Decree states that this is regret- 
table, since these liturgical services are 
possessed of a singular dignity and a 
sacramental efficacy as well. And the 
addition of afternoon “extra-liturgical” 
practices does not make up for the loss. 
Hence Bishops and liturgists have, in 
recent years, earnestly requested the 
Holy See to restore to the afternoon 
hours the liturgical ceremonies of Holy 
Week, in order to enable more of the 
devout faithful to be present. It was in 
keeping with this that Pope Pius XII 
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restored the Sacred Vigil of Easter in 
1951. 

Intended as an experiment to be 
carried out at the discretion of the 
Bishops, this restoration has been so 
successful that many Ordinaries again 
petitioned for a similar consideration fur 
Thursday and Friday, asking that the 
sacred functions be moved to the eve- 
ning hours. Moreover, the evening 
Masses permitted by the Apostolic Con- 
stitution Christus Dominus of January 
6, 1953, everywhere they were cele- 
brated, brought a large attendance. In 
light of these things, the Holy Father 
commissioned a full examination of the 
question concerning a new Ordo for 
Holy Week to the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites. 

The Cardinals unanimously voted in 
favor of such a restoration, and when 
it was submitted to the Sovereign 
Pontiff for his perusal, he deigned to 
approve it as decided upon by the 
Sacred Congregation. 

Together with the above-summarized 
Decree is an Instruction, and the two 
documents take up the full front page 
of L’Osservatore Romano. Its purpose 
is to inform the Bishops and _ priests 
how best to carry out the tenor of the 
new Ordo, especially with regard to 
explaining it to the faithful. It concerns 
pastoral and ritual preparations for the 
various days of Holy Week; it makes 
certain rubrical annotations; it offers 
solutions to possible practical difficulties 
where special customs have tradi- 
tionally been observed. Emphasis is on 
harmony between the Ordo and such 
practices. 

B) FATHER FERDINANDO 

ANTONELLI’S NOTATIONS 

This same edition of L’Osservatore 
Romano carries an article explaining 
the importance and pastoral character 
of the liturgical reforms for Holy Week. 




















ROMA LOCUTA 





It is informative and authoritative, and 
was written by an eminent Roman 
jiturgist: Father Ferdinando Antonelli, 
O.F.M. 


tant change made in the Palm Sunday 


He states that the most impor- 


service is the return of the ceremony of 
the blessing of palms to its original 
character, with a renewed emphasis on 
the simple solemnity of the procession, 
paying public homage to the Messianic 
King. 

He notes that the Masses for Mon- 
day, Tuesday and Wednesday are 
unchanged except for a modification 
with regard to the Passion read at those 
Masses. 

Mass on Holy Thursday is to be cele- 
evening hours, 

Mass in the 
cathedrals for the Solemn Blessing of 


brated in the early 
although the morning 


the oils remains as before. The washing 
of feet 
Thursday evening Mass, after the Gos- 


is to take place during the 


pel. The traditional visits to the Repos- 
itories are to commence after the Mass 
of Thursday evening and to continue 
throughout that night. 

Good Friday services are to be held 
between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. The Mass 
of the Presanctified is restored to its 
original character of a Communion serv- 
ice: the faithful will be able, therefore, 
to receive Holy Communion on Good 
Friday. The Veneration of the Cross 
receives a special and solemn attention. 

The liturgy for the Easter Vigil 
remains as is, but hereafter it must be 
celebrated between the setting of the 
sun and midnight, and it is followed by 
the Easter Vigil Mass. 
Kaster Vigil ceremonies are held in the 


Since now the 


evening, Holy Saturday regains its his- 
torical and liturgical quality of a day of 
simple mourning for Christ’s Passion 
and burial. That is why the Lenten fast 
and abstinence that formerly ended at 
noon on Holy Saturday is now extended 


until Saturday midnight. This abro- 


gates the provision of Canon 1252, § 4. 
The regulations for the Eucharistie fast 
remain as established by the Apostolic 
Constitution Christus Dominus. 

With regard to the Breviary, the 
Office of the last three days of Holy 
Week is somewhat altered. Matins and 
Lauds may not be anticipated and Ves- 
pers of Thursday and Friday are 
omitted. 

In his article, Father Antonelli de- 
scribed the new Ordo as representing 
perhaps the most significant changes in 
the Church’s liturgy since the time of 
Pope Pius V. a Do- 
decreed wide reforms of the 


This great saint 
Ininican 
toman Missal and Breviary, pursuant 
to the requirements of Trent. These 
1568-1570. 
are living in historic 


hecame effective between 
Liturgically, we 
times. 


Moral Diplomacy 


In a notable Allocution addressed to 
Fifth Annual 
Assembly of the “Congress of Huropean 
American Associations,” Pope Pius XII 


the members of the 


has again reminded world leaders that 
international order must be rooted in 
justice and charity: principles and poli- 
cies must go hand-in-hand. 

The Sovereign Pontiff adverted to the 
efforts of the heads of states to work out 
formulas of a political, eeonomie and 
military nature, by which the often 
fragile links among nations might be 
consolidated. The Pope praised such 
efforts, but added: “These suppose, at 
«a lower level, among the peoples them- 
selves, a preliminary accord—a mutual 
understanding—a good will, which can 
offer a sufficiently stable basis for the 
work of the leaders themselves.” 

To this end there should be, between 
XXXXVII, pp 


Actas Apostolicae Sedes, 
691-094 
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the United States and the European 
nations, a better reciprocal knowledge 
of one another. This more accurate 
understanding will help immensely to 
create a climate favorable to  inter- 
national relations. Such an understand- 
ing, stated the Pope, is an indispensable 
prerequisite to the efficacious collabora- 
tion of governments. 

The material aid given by America 
to the nations of Kurope has been a 
their post-World 
War IL recovery, but the primacy of 


marvelous help to 


the moral and spiritual order must never 
be lost sight of, warned His Holiness. 

RELEVANCE 

About the same time that Pope Pius 
XIL was speaking those sage words in 
tome, U.S. Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles was sounding a very sim- 
ilar note to the annual convention of 
the American Legion in Miami. The 
Secretary’s address (at least in places) 
could have been inspired by the wisdom 
of the Holy Father. 

Said Dulles: 


We have principles. Our produe- 
tivity and our power do not rattle 
haphazardly about the world. They 
are harnessed to basic moral prinei- 


ples. There is a school of thought 
which claims that morality and 


foreign policy do not mix. That 
never has been, is not, and | pray 
never will be, the American ideal. 
Diplomacy which is divorced from 
morality also divorcees the Govern- 
ment from the people. Our people 
can understand, and will support, 
policies which can be explained and 
understood in moral terms. But poli- 
cies based on carefully calculated 
expediency could never be explained. 
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The Scope of Red Aggression 


By JOHN B. SHEERIN, C.S.P. 


sy 
HE OLD CONCEPT of war is Obso- 


lete today. Mario Cordovani, “the 
Pope’s theologian,” wrote an article to 
this effect in L’Osservatore Romano of 
October 15, 1947. He showed that mod- 
ern wars differ from past wars not only 
in size but in nature. Modern war is an 
activity essentially unlike the military 
clashes of old. 

It seems to me that there is a great 
danger in viewing the struggle between 
Communism and the Democracies in 
terms of an old-fashioned war. We may 
choose to see a certain resemblance be- 
tween the old game of rounders and a 
1955 World Series game of baseball and 
yet be none the worse for such a notion. 
In the case of the cold war, however, the 
danger is that if you think of a war as an 
old-fashioned shooting war, then you sit 
back and relax when there is no shoot- 
ing. Meanwhile, Communism rolls 
merrily on its Way winning the minds of 
millions, inciting to insurrection and 
Whipping up hatred among colonial 
peoples for the West. Nobody pays any 
heed as long as the Reds don’t actually 


start shooting. 
THE WAR IS UNDERWAY 


We have to wake up to the fact that 
the Reds are at war. It doesn’t matter 
much whether poison is served hot or 
cold, and it doesn’t make much differ- 
ence whether the Reds fight a cold war 
or prefer to warm it up with gunfire. 
They are not primarily interested in 
shooting. They are interested in domi- 
nating the world and they will use any 


means, Whether it be economic, educa- 
tional, political, religious or military as 
long as it serves their purpose. There- 
fore, we who want to defend the liber- 
ties of the oppressed, the right to wor- 
ship, the welfare of the Church, are 
also at war—a war for the minds of 
men. Without lapsing into hysteria, we 
should wake up to the fact that we are 
fighting a cold war of universal propor- 
tions instead of a an old-fashioned war 
of narrow territorial scope. Geograph- 
ically, the battlefield is the five con- 
tinents, but it is really a battle to win 
the mind of every man on the five con- 
tinents. As Catholics, we are com- 
mitted to stand up to the Communist 
threat wherever it attempts to secure a 
foothold in the minds of men. 

At the present time, it seems that the 
feds are winning this war. It is hard 
to assess intangibles such as the trend 
of public opinion in Asiatic countries, 
but there are surface evidences to indi- 
cate that the Communists are making 
steady and substantial progress in the 
propaganda field. They have been 
checked when they tried military war, 
as in Korea, but now they seem to be 
concentrating on propaganda and prom- 
ises, like a plunging half-back who has 
at Jast found a weak spot in the oppos- 
ing team’s line. 

Let’s take a look at the situation 
from the Red side. They have their 
eyes fixed on the goal of world domina- 
tion. To attain it, they are ready to use 
any instrument whatsoever. They are 


too wise to invoke an atomic war be- 
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cause they realize it would mean mutual 
annihilation of Russia and the United 
States, leaving Red China in control of 
the world. The men of the Kremlin 
have no great love for the Chinese Reds. 
Knowing that the A-bomb or the H- 
bomb cannot be used as an instrument 
of policy, they probably bank on stir- 
ring up a few insurrections here and 
there, but, for the most part, they place 
their trust in something other than mili- 
tary war. They rely on “piecemeal con- 
quest, capture by decay, victory by 
division, collapse by subversion,” as Leo 
Cherne said. These are to be achieved 
by tricky diplomacy, promise of help to 
poverty-stricken peoples, assurances of 
technical advice in engineering projects, 
a constant campaign of lies about the 
Democracies. 


SMILING, BEGUILING BEARS 


The dazzling diversity of their non- 
military tricks is quite breathtaking. 
No major league pitcher ever had a 
change of pace that could compare with 
Communist change of tacties. Consider, 
for instance, what has been called “Op- 
eration Smiles.” Shortly after Stalin 
died, Soviet policy did a complete about- 
face. Apparently, the Red leaders got 
hold of a copy of Dale Carnegie’s How 
to Win Friends and Influence People, 
if you judge by their sudden adoption of 
the smiling face and the handshake as 
instruments of policy. They pressed 
this technique to the last drop in order 
to persuade the uncommitted peoples of 
Asia that Communists are not blood- 
suckers. Probably, “Operation Smiles” 
had little influence on convinced anti- 
Communists, but it did have an effect 
on the neutrals who found it hard to be- 
lieve that these nice men like Krus- 
chev could be running slave-camps. 

As the Red leaders smiled and drank 
vodka and shook hands, they talked 
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about peace. At the “Summit” meeting 
in Geneva in July, these doves of peace 
cooed and fluttered about like winged 
angels. But, as Al Smith would say, 
“Let’s look at the record!” While talk- 
ing peace since July, they have been 
working overtime to spread dissension 
among the Allies, to rouse anti-colonial 
hatred among Asiatic peoples, and to 
manufacture lies about the West. 

The Reds knew that the Middle East 
in July was a tinder-box that might be 
ignited very easily. They knew the 
Arabs were spoiling for a fight to avenge 
their defeat by the Israelis a few years 
ago. The Arabs have great and genuine 
grievances, but the Reds weren’t in- 
terested in their troubles except insofar 
as they might exploit Arab grievances 
to cause trouble for the Democracies. 
They sent the Egyptians cargoes of 
arms, but, more importantly, they saw 
to it that Red agitators were active in 
the swirling Cairo mobs. Still more im- 
portant was their offer of financial help 
to Egypt to enable Egypt to build the 
Aswan High Dam over the Nile, a 
power-project of incomparable propor- 
tions. If the Soviets can get involved 
in this enterprise, they may have a toe- 
hold on the rich oil fields of the Middle 
Kast. That is, of course, problematical: 
the Egyptians may prefer to take 
American aid rather than Russian 
promises. But the Reds have achieved 
one concrete result; they have managed 
to bring about a cleavage between Brit- 
ain and the United States over the ques- 
tion of aid to Israel in its quarrels with 
Egypt. 


TRAVELLING SALESMAN OF DOOM 


Consider also the Communist 
strategy in India. Last November and 
early December, Kruschev and Bul- 
ganin made their now-famous tour. 
They kissed babies, promised Russia 

















n 


0 





—_— 





THE SCOPE OF RED AGGRESSION 





would share her last scrap of bread with 
India, drank buffalo milk, wore Indian 
hats and posed for pictures while hold- 
ing a dove on the arm. It was corny 
vaudeville but apparently made an im- 
pression on the masses (though I think 
it was resented by Nehru). A crowd 
of two millions gathered in Calcutta to 
honor the top Reds, and it was said that 
no other leaders, even Gandhi or Nehru, 
ever drew such a crowd. The poverty- 
stricken peasants looked to the Reds 
to help them to a standard of living 
that would let them raise their children 
in decency and comfort. 

In short, the Reds were carrying the 
war right into the heart of India and 
winning victories. Why their cheap 
propaganda should be so much more 
successful than American aid is hard to 
understand. One Western diplomat 
said that ‘Asians now seem to regard an 
ounce of Soviet promises as worth a 
pound of Western performance.” One 
reason may be that Indians have an 
inborn distrust of the West because of 
the sad memories of colonialism and 
therefore regard financial aid and mili- 
tary alliances as part of a conspiracy 
to perpetuate colonialism. At any rate, 
it is obvious that much must be done in 
the near future to counteract Commu- 
nist propaganda and promises in Asia. 


“PEACE” MUST BE FOUGHT 


One of the most successful tricks in 
Soviet bag is peace propaganda. Its 
purpose is to persuade the West to let 
down its guard and at the same time 
to win over the neutrals to the Soviet 
camp. Lenin admitted a possibility of 
4 very temporary peace but stated that 
a frightful clash between Communism 
and Capitalism was inevitable. Stalin 
said that the Soviet Union could not 
commit itself forever to peace as that 
would be “bourgeois pacifism.” 


At the time of the Popular Front 
movement about twenty-five years ago, 
Soviet Dmitri Manuilsky said: 


War to the hilt between Communism 
and Capitalism is inevitable. To- 
day of course, we are not strong 
enough to attack. The bourgeoisie 
will have to be put to sleep, so we 
will begin by launching the most 
spectacular peace movement on rec- 
ord. There will be electrifying over- 
tones and unheard-of concessions. 

The capitalist countries, stupid and 

decadent, will rejoice to co-operate 

in their own destruction. They will 
leap at another chance to be friends. 

As soon as their guard is down, we 

shall smash them with our clenched 

fists. 

It seems strange to say that we must 
fight peace, but we must fight peace as 
presented by the Soviets. For this 
peace propaganda is simply another 
non-military instrument by which 
Russia wages war. Stalin talked about 
peace and said that Communism and 
Capitalism could exist in “peaceful de- 
velopment” side by side. Yet, within 
a few years after the Second World War 
he had captured independent 
states and was busy stirring up trouble 
in Italy, France and Greece. 

Let us make no mistake about it: if 
we think of war in terms of an old- 
fashioned battle with military weapons, 
then we will say that we are not at war 
and down will come our guard. In 
Manuilsky’s words, we shall be “put to 
sleep.” But if we look at Russian ex- 
war of universal pro- 
portions on every frontier—diplomatic, 
economic, educational and _ religious 
then we shall be alive and alert to the 
oncoming aggression. 


eight 


pansion as a 


PROGRAM FOR EACH OF US 
What 


First, he must be possessed of a sense 


‘an the ordinary man do? 


of responsibility to elect the right men 
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ior the right political offices, especially 
those whose duty impinges on foreign 
policy. In his Christmas message in 
1954, Pope Pius talked on the subject 
of “Coexistence” and remarked that 
statesmen should “give proof to others 
of a more firm courage in foiling the 
maneuvers of the obscure forces which 
are still trying to establish power 
hegemonies, and they should also show 
more active wisdom in preserving and 
swelling the ranks of men of good will, 
especially of believers in God, who 
everywhere adhere in great numbers to 
the cause of peace.” 

Secondly, the ordinary man should 
elect those men who seek a true and 
durable peace based on natural law, but 
who, in the meantime, are resolved to 
resist unjust aggression wherever it 
rears its ugly head. This resistance 
must be primarily a matter of economic 
generosity, technical supremacy and 
diplomatic astuteness. For these are 
the weapons that can cope with the 
weapons the Soviets are using at pres- 
ent. 

Which brings us to the question of 
foreign aid. This is an explosive po- 
litical problem quite beyond my depth. 
Stanton Griffis, former Ambassador to 
Poland and Spain, said that the prob- 
lem of the United States might be ex- 
pressed as “the problem of aiding the 
free peoples of the world to control 
Communism and at the same time keep 
this country solvent.” Let experts like 
Humphrey, Hollister, Herbert Hoover 
Jr., Stassen and Nelson Rockefeller de- 
cide what strain the budget can stand. 

But there is one phase of the prob- 
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lem that has moral overtones. In ad- 
dressing the Italian Study Center for 
International Reconciliation in October, 
Pope Pius stressed charity as an instru- 
inent for peace. It is important to give 
financial aid to countries such as Ko- 
rea, Vietnam and Pakistan to enable 
them to arm themselves against Com- 
munist attack. But the Communist 
threat is something much bigger than 
the threat of military invasion. Along 
with military aid, we ought to help 
foreign countries to meet the economic 
challenges which Russia will present 
to them in 1956 in the form of promises 
of capital. And it seems to me that in 
so doing, our economic gestures ought 
to be motivated not by national self- 
interest, but by charity. For the Ameri- 
can way of life is rooted in the love and 
the law of God. 

By way of postscript, I might say 
that the Catholics ought to have a spe- 
cial interest in helping the undeveloped 
areas of the Middle and Far East. 
Beyond our duties in charity and social 
justice, we see the possibility of bring- 
ing the message of Christ and His love 
to Moslems, Buddhists and members of 
other Oriental sects. The strength of 
Christianity can be made evident to 
them in our generosity. Thus far, the 
Christians they have seen have too often 
proved to be the most materialistic ol 
men. Our heritage in the colonial Kast 
has been, for the most part, a heritage ol 
bad example. Now is the time to show 
the people of these victimized countries 
that we honestly believe that whatso- 
ever we do unto the least of God’s chil- 
dren we do unto Him. 



































Pope Pius XII and 
Theological Novelty 





By VINCENT A. YZERMANS 


_ is a bewitching word. It 
carries With it new ideas, new inventions, 
new discoveries. It enjoys the company 
of the “moderns,” whether they be in 
the Lyceum of Greece in 300 B.c., or 
Yale of America in 
In itself, however, progress 
It can well be 


the Princeton or 
1955 A.D. 
is neither good nor bad. 
both. 
both the temptation and the inspiration 


For that very reason it has been 


of mankind. 


CHANGE VS. ADAPTATION 


The Church, riding through the world 
on the changing wheels of passing cul- 
tures, escapes neither that temptation 
nor that inspiration. In her disciplinary 
practices and customs she admits, and 
sometimes even welcomes, change inas- 
will 


much as it enable her to be 


“healthily modern.” Her doctrine, how- 





Yzermans’ fourth work 
teachings, Pope Pius XII 
(The Grail Press, St. Meinrad 
Abbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana) is due to appear 
in the immediate future. We are honored that 


Father Vincent 
on papal 
The ology 


and 


the present article will serve as the introduc- 
tion to this latest publication, and we know 
that Father Yzermans’ study will receive at 
least the enthusiastic reception by 
clergy and laity as did All Things in Christ, 
Md., 1954), the 
Unwearted Advocate 
Continental Cloud, Minn.) and 
The Popes Speak of Mary (Continental Press) 
Father Yzermans is 


same 
(Newman, West minster, 
The 


Press, St. 


three volumes of 


a respected contributor 
lo many of the leading Catholic magazines in 
this country. 






ever, is quite another story. She cannot, 
she dare not, suecumb to the temptation 
of progress if it entails changing the 
deposit of faith entrusted to her by her 
Divine Founder. As_ the divinely 
appointed custodian of Revelation, she 
would be disloyal to her charge if she 
changed that teaching even so much as 
a hair’s breadth. 

Adaptation and growth, however, are 
quite different matters. She can and she 
does adapt her teaching to the circum- 
Such adapta- 
tion has been and is an essential part of 
work of the Church. 
The same can be said of growth, or de- 


stances of her children. 
the catechetical 
velopment, of doctrine. That develop- 
ment, however, is, in the language of 
the scholastics, non quoad rem sed 
quoad nos. 

One who treads paths 
knows well the danger that confronts 
both 


straddle the thin line between change 


theological 


him on sides as he strives to 
In his 


for new methods or new state- 


and adaptation or development. 
seare} 
ments, the danger of overstepping the 
bounds of theological prudence con- 
stantly The very thesis of 
Monsignor Knox’s book, Enthusiasm, is 


arises, 


precisely to show that one heresy or 
another throughout history has arisen 
precisely because the heretic went to 
extremes either by excess or neglect. 
These few remarks have been made 
by way of preface to the subject of this 


article. Within the past three years our 
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Holy Father has delivered four closely 
related addresses that have not received 
the attention they deserve. Taken to- 
gether with the Encyclical Letter, 
Humani Generis, these four addresses 
form a sort of beacon of light to direct 
everyone concerned with the doctrine of 
the Church against the dangers of excess 
or neglect. The first two, delivered on 
March 23 and April 18, 1952, deal with 
the “new morality,’ or, in the Holy 
Father’s own words, “a new conception 
of moral life.’! The other two were 
delivered to the Bishops of the world on 
May 31 and November 2, 1954 and are 
concerned with what has come to be 
known in some circles as the “new” or 
“lay” theology.” The importance of 
these addresses cannot be exaggerated. 
They should be a matter of serious study 
in every seminary, monastery and 
rectory in our country. The added fact 
that we live in surroundings that make 
us as American Catholics readily sus- 
ceptible to both the temptation and the 
inspiration of progress should accentu- 
ate the importance of these addresses 
for us. 

In an article of this nature one can 
do no more than point out certain 
tendencies in present theological circles 
that our Holy Father has reprobated. 
This very sketchy review will, it is 
hoped, serve as a stimulus for the reader 


‘“The Christian Conscience as an Object 
of Education.” Broadcast Message to the 
Catholics of Italy, March 23, 1952. Catholic 
Documents, VIII, 1-7. 

“Discourse in French to the International 
Congress of the World Federation of Catholic 
Young Women.” April 18, 1952. Catholic 
Documents, VIII, 15-20. 

?“The Teaching Authority of the Church.” 
Address to Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops 
present in Rome for the canonization of St. 
Pius X, May 31, 1954. The Pope Speaks, Sec- 
ond Quarter, 1954, 153-58. 

“The Church and its Powers of Sanctifying 
and Ruling.” Address to Cardinals, Arch- 
bishops and Bishops gathered in Rome for 
ceremonies in honor of Our Lady, November 
2, 1954. The Pope Speaks, Fourth Quarter, 


1954, 375-85. 
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to take up and study the text of the 
allocutions. 


I 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
“NEW MORALITY” 


The first characteristic of those “who 
would like to make a radical revision of 
Catholic moral law” is their dislike for 
authority... They would like to revise 
Christian moral standards, as our Holy 
Father pointed out, “to free them from 
the narrow and oppressive overseeing 
by the authority of the Church, in such 
a way that, freed from the sophistic 
subtleties of casuistic method, the moral 
law may be brought back to its original 
form and left simply to the intelligence 
and determination of each one’s individ- 
ual conscience.” In their intellectual 
pride such persons feel that “the Church 
appeals almost exclusively, and with 
excessive rigidity, to the firmness and 
intransigence of Christian moral laws, 
with frequent recourse to such phrases 
as ‘You are bound’ and ‘It is not 
allowed,’ which smack too plainly of a 
pedantry which debases.” 

The second note of the “new morality” 
is its attempt to divorce “the rule of the 
moral law from public, economic, and 
social life, from the actions of public 
authorities both within and without the 
State, in peace and in war, as if God had 
nothing to say in these things, at least 
nothing definite.” This departmentaliz- 
ing of life, like the sections in Time, 
sets up each field of human endeavor as 
a branch apart and free from every 
other science. Our Holy Father gives 
the following two examples. 


Art is said not only to have no 
dependence on, but also no relation 
with morality. Art is purely art, they 


* All quotations in this first section are taken 
from the addresses of March 23 and April 18, 
1952, 
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say, and not morality or anything 
else, and hence it is to be ruled solely 
by the laws of aesthetics, and these, 
if they are truly such, will not pander 
to concupiscence. The same, it is 
said, holds for politics and economics, 
which have no need of seeking counsel] 
from other sciences, ineluding ethics, 
for they are guided by their own laws 
and by that very fact, are good and 
just. 

BASIS IN EXISTENTIALISM 


Philosophically, this “new morality” 
is based on existentialism. From this 
it has derived what the Pope calls “mo- 
” “This, in 
turn, manifests itself not so much in a 
cut and dry moral heresy as in a tend- 
ency or, perhaps even better yet, in an 
attitude toward morality. 

The first, or as Pope Pius XII says, 
‘The distinctive mark of this morality 
isthat it is not based in effect on univer- 


rality according to situations. 


sal moral laws, such as, for example, the 
Ten Commandments, but on the real 
and concrete conditions or circumstances 
in which men must act, and according 
towhich the conscience of the individual 
must judge and choose. Such a state 
of things is unique, and is applicable 
only once for every human action. That 
is why the decision of conscience, as the 
advocates of this ethic assert, cannot be 
commanded by ideas, principles, and 
universal Jaws.” 

From this first mark, the second easily 
flows: the individual becomes his own 


god. 


The new ethie (adapted to cireum- 
stances), say its authors, is eminently 
“individual.” In the determination 
of conscience, each individual finds 
himself in direct relationship with 
God, and decides before Him, with- 
out the slightest intervention by any 
law, any authority, any community, 
any cult or religion. There is simply 
the “I” of man and the “I” of the per- 
sonal God, not the God of the law, 
but of God the Father, with whom 


man must unite himself in filial love. 
Viewed thus, the decision of con- 
science is a personal “risk,” accord- 
ing to one’s own knowledge and eval- 
uation, in all sincerity before God. 


In this attitude one immediately sees 
the danger of extremes. By violating 
the theological golden mean and the 
principles which Thomistic theology has 
set up for judging morality according 
to circumstances, this way of thinking 
rushes headlong into theological excess. 

The third characteristic is naturalism. 
It is the perennial temptation of man- 
kind. By distorting or minimizing the 
doctrine of original sin, one falls im- 
mediately into the pit of naturalism. 
In an age such as ours, which boasts of 
phenominal 
temptation is so much the greater. “It 


material progress, that 
is not difficult to recognize,” states the 
Holy Father, “how this new moral 
existentialism, 
which either preseinds from God _ or 
simply denies Him, and, in any case, 


system derives from 


leaves man to himself. It is possible 
that present-day conditions may have 
led men to attempt to transplant this 
‘new morality’ into Catholie soil, in 
order to make the hardships of Christian 
life more bearable for the faithful. . 
Such an attempt can never succeed. 


SHEPHERDS OF SOULS 
MUST BE ON WATCH 


Against this “new morality” and the 
danger of its influx into Catholic circles, 
Pope Pius XII has set up three maxims. 


The first: We grant that God 
wants, first and always, a right inten- 
tion. But this is not enough. He also 
wants the good work. A second prin- 
ciple is that it is not permitted to do 
evil in order that good may result 
(Rom. iii, 8). Now this new ethic, 
perhaps without being aware of it, 
acts according to the principle that 
the end justifies the means. <A third 
maxim is, that there may be situations 
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in which a man, and especially a 

Christian, cannot be unaware of the 

fact that he must sacrifice every- 

thing, even his life, in order to save 
his soul. 

These first two addresses manifest the 
Holy Father’s concern about this “new 
“We have not hidden,” lie 
says, “the anxiety that weighs upon Us, 


morality.” 


because of this formidable problem. It 
touches the present and the future of 
the world and the eternal destiny of 
many souls.” He is alarmed because it 
“is showing itself in some degree every- 
where in the life of faith of Catholics, 
and which, in a manner, affects every- 
one, but especially youth and its edu- 
cators. In spite of the many 
dangers that beset the faith, he feels 
“that few of these dangers are as great 
or so heavy in foreboding as those which 
the ‘new morality’ creates for faith.” 

In the light of such warnings no truly 
Catholic future 
leader can take lightly the danger of this 
“new morality.” It is to be watched, to 
More than that, it is to be 
fought and brought out into the open 


educator, priest, or 


be sure. 


so that the susceptible might realize the 
folly of their own susceptibility and 
the malicious might be brought back 
through the Church to that God “to turn 
away from Whom is to fall; to turn to- 
ward Whom is to rise again; to remain 
in Whom is to stand firm; 
turn to Whora is to come to life again; 
to dwell in Whom is to live.” 


to re- 


CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
“NEW LAY THEOLOGY” 


The first note of those inclined toward 
which the Holy 
Father calls “symptoms and effects of 


the “new theology,” 


a certain spiritual contagion’™ is a con- 


* All quotations in this second section are 
taken from the addresses of May 29 and No- 
vember 2, 1954. 
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cealed intellectual pride that raises its 
head and chants the ancient cry, “Non 

persons scorn the 
teachii ¢ authority of the Church. They 
“eare little for conformity with the 


serviam!l” — Such 


living teaching authority of the Church 
pav little heed to her commonly received 
doctrine clearly proposed in various 
ways; and at the same time they follow 
their own bent too much, and regard too 
highly the intellectual temper of more 
recent writers, and the standards of 
other branches of learning, which they 
declare and hold to be the only ones 
which conform to sound ideas and stand- 
ards of scholarship.” 

This spirit of independence has crept 
“lay theologians 
“These 


our Holy Father continues, 


over into a group of 
which claims to be sut juris.” 
professors,” 
“distinguish their teaching authority 
from, and in a certain way set it up 
against, the public teaching authority 
of the Church.” 

The error of those possessed of this 
theological independence is readily seen. 
“Besides the lawful successors of the 
Apostles, namely the Roman Pontiff for 
the universal Church and Bishops for 
the faithful entrusted to their care (cf. 
Can. 1326), there are no other teachers 
divinely constituted in the Church of 
Christ.” 
Father himself, “it is necessary to main- 


And again, quoting the Holy 


tain to the contrary that there never has 
been, there is not now, and there never 
will be in the Church a legitimate teach- 
ing authority of the laity withdrawn by 
God from the authority, guidance and 
watehfulness of the teaching 
Finally, “... 


sacred 
authority.” everyone cal 
see how great a danger of confusion and 
error there is in this ‘lay theology’; 4 
danger also lest others begin to be taught 
by men clearly unfitted for the task, or 
even by deceitful and fraudulent 
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The second characteristic of those who 
follow, knowingly or unknowingly, this 
‘new theology” is a thirst for novelty. 
It is not without reason that the Holy 
Father quoted the following words of 
Pope Benedict XV concerning this de- 
sire for novelty. ‘He who is influenced 
by its Modernism principles disdain- 
fully spurns whatever appears old, and 
eagerly pursues the new; in his manner 
of speaking of divine things, in per- 
formance of divine worship, in Catholic 
usages, even in private devotions.” 


THREE DANGEROUS 
TENDENCIES NOTED 


Both these characteristics have given 


birth to abberrations in theological 


creles. Many of these errors were cen- 
sured in Humani Generis. In his see- 
ond address to the Bishops of the world, 
Pope Pius XII pointed out three other 
theological excesses. 

The first concerns the priesthood of 
In spite of Mediator Dei, 
“there are some who have not ceased 


the laity. 


(aiming a certain true power to offer 
sacrifice on the part of all, even laymen, 
who piously assist at the sacrifice of the 
Mass.” Although it is true that “the 
faithful have a kind of ‘priesthood,’ and 
one may not depreciate or minimize it,” 
nevertheless it must never be forgotten 
that “the ‘priesthood’ common to all the 
faithful, high and reserved as it is, 
differs not only in degree, but in es- 
sence, also from the priesthood fully and 
properly so called... .” 

Secondly, the Pope remarks, “there 
are some noticeable attitudes and tend- 
encies of mind which presume to check 
and set limits to the power of Bishops 
(the Roman Pontiff not excepted), as 
being strictly the shepherds of the flock 
entrusted to them. They fix their au- 
thority, office and watehfulness within 


certain bounds, which concern strictly 
religious matters. In answering 
this the Holy Father simply states, “The 
power of the Church is not bound by the 
limits of ‘matters strietly religious,’ as 
they say, but the whole matter of the 
natural law, its foundations, its interpre- 
tation, its application, so far as their 
moral aspects extend, are within the 
Church’s power.” 

Another tendency of those who either 
udvocate or follow this “new theology” 
“Not a few 
moderns, men and women, think that 


ix a spirit of criticism. 
the leadership and vigilance of the 
Church is not to be suffered by one who 
is grown up; they not only say it, but 
they hold it as a firm conviction. They 
are unwilling to be, like children ‘under 
guardians and stewards’ (Gal. 4, 2). 
They will to be treated as adults who 
are in full possession of their rights, and 
can decide for themselves what they 
must, or must not, do in any given situa- 
tion. Let the Chureh—they do not 
hesitate to say—propose her doctrine, 
pass her laws as norms of our actions. 
Still, when there is question of practi- 
cal application to each individual’s life, 
the Church interfere; she 
should let each one of the faithful follow 


must not 


his own conscience and judgment.” 
Pope Pius XII is more than a teacher. 
He is also a pastor, the supreme pastor. 
As such, he is a firm believer in the 
truth of the old adage, “An ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure.” 
He is not ignorant of the many sound 
teachers and professors who teach “not 
in their own name, nor by reason of 
their theological knowledge, but by 
reason of the mandate which they have 
received from the lawful teaching au- 
thority.” However, the very fact that 
“such new opinions can entice the in- 
cautious” led the Holy Father to choose 


to withstand the very beginnings 
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rather than to administer the medicine 
after the disease has grown inveterate.” 

As in the case of many other things, 
so here, too, it not infrequently happens 
that the disciples are at greater fault 
What the initiated 
can defend through theological argu- 
mentation and subtlety, the novice can 


than the masters. 


all too easily carry to frightening con- 
By its nature youth strives 
for new things. In that search youth 
often seizes upon the “modern,” the 


clusions. 


different, for no other reason than its 
novelty. Wrote Archbishop Ireland: 


Modernitad is a wide-ranged term; 
it shelters many living things, some 
clean, others unclean. By itself the 
term is no clearing-house certificate 
for all freightage which it may have 
labelled. . . . New recruits must 
neither lead the army, nor be trusted 
by themselves at a distance from its 
lines. In their ambition to do new 
things, as befitting a new age, priests 
are, at times, exposed to the tempta- 
tion to do things mischievous- 
“novita malsana”; they must be cau- 
tious. “Progressive civilization’ —a 
term to be spoken with care, lest tares 
sprout up under its shadow and the 
good grain be smothered by the rank- 
ness of their growth. To what is 
truly “progressive civilization” the 
Catholic Church opposes no objec- 
tion; she gathers into her bosom “the 
old and the new”—“nova et vetera”: 
but she will ever look beneath the 
name before she makes “the new” her 
own, before she serves it up as whole- 
some food to her children.® 


IV 
REMEDIES 


The close association between the 
“new morality” and the “new theology” 
can be readily seen. In many ways, 
followers of both camps have been satu- 
rated, either consciously or uncon- 
sciously, with the principles of natural- 


*Treland, John, Abp. “The Pontifieate of 
Pius X.” North American Review, 184, p. 244. 
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ism. Both camps also are in agreement 
in their dislike (perhaps not openly ex- 
pressed) for the theological rigidity and 
lucidity of the Angelic Doctor. In pre- 
scribing a remedy for this “spiritual 
contagion” our Holy Father wisely 
penned the following words in Human: 
Generis: 


If one considers all this well, he will 
easily see why the Church demands 
that future priests be instructed in 
philosophy “according to the method, 
doctrine, and principles of the An- 
gelic Doctor,” since, as we well know 
from experience of centuries, the 
method of Aquinas is singularly pre- 
eminent both for teaching students 
and for bringing truth to light; his 
doctrine is in harmony with divine 
revelation, and is most effective both 
for safeguarding the foundation of the 
faith, and for reaping, safely and use- 
fully, the fruits of sound progress.® 


For those charged with the care of 
souls Pope Pius XII offers the following 
advice: 


. When these ideas begin to appear 
and to take root in your flocks, re- 
mind the faithful: (1) that God 
placed shepherds of souls in the 
Church not to put a burden on the 
flock, but to help and protect it; (2) 
that the true liberty of the faithful is 
safeguarded by the guidance and 
vigilance of pastors; that they are 
protected from the slavery of vice 
and error, they are strengthened 
against the temptations which come 
from bad example and from the cus- 
toms of evil men among whom they 
must live; (3) that therefore they act 
contrary to the prudence and charity 
which they owe themselves, if they 
spurn this protection of God and His 
most certain help.? 


CONCLUSION 

To point out the beauty of these ad- 

. Encyclical Letter, Humani Generis 
National Catholic Welfare Conference, Wash- 


ington 5, D. C. 1950. 
* Address of November 2, 1954. 
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dresses, the theological lucidity and 
paternal affection and solicitude is en- 
tirely beyond the scope of this article. 
In these addresses alone Pope Pius XII 
shows us how prudently and carefully he 
walks that narrow line of orthodoxy be- 
tween the Seylla of excess and the 
Charybdis of defect. In his very speech 
our Holy Father shows himself to be the 
personification of that truly Catholic 
spirit that escapes all classifications. 
To call him a “liberal” (as has been 
done) is as erroneous as to call him a 
“conservative” (which has also been 
done). 
The person who said, “It is, above all, 
a clear principle of wisdom that. all 
progress is truly such if it knows how 
to add new conquests to old, to join 
new benefits to those acquired in the 
past—in a word, if it knows how to 
make capital of experience,”® is the 
same Pope Pius XII who made his own 
the following words of Pope Benedict 
XV: 
We wish this maxim of our elders 
held in reverence: Nihil innovetur 
nist quot traditum est (Let nothing 
new be introduced but only what has 
heen handed down); it must be held 
as an inviolable law in matters of 
faith, and should also control those 
points which allow of change, though 
in these latter, for the most part, the 
rule holds: Non nova sed noviter 
(Not new things, but in a new way) .® 
From his vantage point of the Vatican 
the Holy Father can look out over the 
world, and both to those who thirst for 
novelty and those who are buried in the 
past he can say: 


*“Christmus Message,” (1952). Catholic 


Vind, 51 (February, 1953), p. 111ff 
” Address of November 2, 1954. 


Continuity in time has always ap- 
peared essential to life in society, and 
it seemed that this could not be con- 
ceived if men were isolated from the 
past, present and future. Now this 
is precisely the disturbing phenome- 
non of which we are today witnesses. 
Too often of the past hardly any- 
thing is any longer known, or, at 
most, only what is sufficient to guess 
at its hazy outlines in the accumula- 
tion of its ruins. 

The present is, for many, only the 
disordered rush of a torrent, which 
carries men like drift on its head- 
long course to the dark night of a 
future in which they will lose them- 
selves with the stream that bears 
them on.?° 


If one would look for a line to sum- 
marize the thinking of Pope Pius XII 
on this whole matter of theological 
orthodoxy in a changing world, nothing, 
perhaps, could better capsulize that 
thought than the following words of St. 
Vincent of Lerins: 


To be sure, there has to be progress, 
even exceedingly great progress. .. . 
But it must be progress in the proper 
sense of the word, and not a change 
in faith. Progress means that each 
thing grows within itself, whereas 
change implies that one thing is trans- 
formed into another. Hence, it must 
be that understanding, knowledge, 
and wisdom grow and advance might- 
ily and strongly in individuals as well] 
as in the Church as a whole, and this 
gradually according to age and his- 
tory. But they must progress within 
their own limits, that is, in accord- 
ance with the same kind of dogma, 
frame of mind, and intellectual ap- 
proach.!! 


““The Chureh—Foundation of Society.” 
February 20, 1946. Catholic Mind, 44 (April, 
1946), p. 193ff. 
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“A Necessary Complement to 
the Priestly Ministry” 


By THEODORE A. OPDENAKER 


T 
HE CONCEPT of the Church too 


easily becomes for all of us a dry con- 
ventionalized notion, devoid of any con- 
tent which can be lived, experienced and 
felt. We are easily scandalized by the 
individual departures from that which 
is orthodox. Criticism arises all too 
frequently in our evaluation of what 
would be a better thing to do. The 
growth of animosity is evident both 
within and without the Church. 

We would be in substantial error if 
we would deny the internal fact of 
schism and heresy on the part of the 
proud, corruption of the sensual and the 
mediocrity of some. Nor would we 
conform to the truth to imagine that the 
structure of the Church has not been and 
is not threatened by the persecutions of 
freedom’s oppressors and the feeble 
impressions created by timid and inept 
leaders. 

LOVE UNDER A MICROSCOPE? 

The faet remains that the Chureh of 
today has lost face both in the sight of 
her opponents and even on the part of 
a growing number of her own faithful 
children. Perhaps it is because men 
wish to understand too much. Some 


want to understand Genesis scientifi- 





In the diocese of Trenton, N. J., Father 
Opdenaker is Diocesan Director of Catholic 
Charities, Executive Director of the Catholic 
Welfare Bureau, Executive Director of the 
Mount Carmel Guild and Diocesan Director 
of Institutions and Agencies. 
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cally, justice politically, unity philo- 
sophically and miracles medically. Few 
there are who have not forgotten to 
Thus, 


we Christians have succumbed to the 


adore and serve God directly. 


temptation to sit before beautiful hu- 
manitarian landscapes while the human 
caravan marches on to its ultimate 
destiny without any notion or contact 
with the reality of Christ. The hungry 
sheep look up and are not fed. 

Every change in Chureh discipline 
brings with it an unsteady avalanche 
of protest that the basic structure of 
doctrine and morals is undergoing trans- 
formation and therefore the Chureh is 
not the stable, unified body as of old. 
People have not been trained to readily 
distinguish between that which is divine 
and that which is made by the mind of 
man in the content of the Chureh’s 
teaching. Disciplinary decisions of the 
Church sometimes assume ambiguity 
beneath the structure of their formulas 
and this undermines the belief of the 
shallow. Solving one heresy hatches 
another in minds which nourish them- 
selves on the substance of doubt. In 
the condemnation of Liberalism, for 
example, some discovered deeper per- 
spectives of liberty while it cast others 
into totalitarian politics. The con- 
demnation of Atheistie Communisin 
directed attention to a system of human 
relationships whieh brew perverted by 
closing men’s eyes to the total nature 
of man, but on the other hand served 
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avainst its own intentions to consolidate 
the social blindness and egotism of class. 
(‘hristians fail so easily in feeling the 
need of rediscovering Cliristianity in its 
supernatural clarity and the world in 
its detailed splendor and their relation- 
ship in all its truth. 

The fact is a glowing reality that the 
Church is hated today and indeed it can 
be said with great intensity even in this 
our own peaceful land of the free, where 
there is growing evidence of heated 
opposition. 


THE CHURCH INHERITED ENMITY 


There are those who will say that the 
hatred of the Chureh is a direct result 
of the defections and failings of the 
clergy. Case after case is spoken of 
(even if not easily verified) with moving 
description. One hears that it is the 
scandals within or the extensive self- 
contentment of mediocrity. But is this 
a true statement of fact? The history 
of the priesthood has always been a 
history of sincerity and substantial 
spiritual well-being. Granted the fail- 
ure and the seandal of the few, the truth 
of the matter is that the Church is hated 
today not because of the defects of her 
ordained ministers; but precisely be- 
cause of the work they do—the further- 
ing of the cause of Christ. 

The world hated Christ, who could 
not be convicted of sin, because of his 
mission—the redemption of mankind 
through the cooperation and reforma- 
tion of individual lives. The revolution 
which Christ evoked was one that did 
violence not to others, but to self. This 
violence struck too close to home, to the 
complacency of the selfish in their ease 
and comfort of life. Therefore Christ 
Was hated as one who stirred up the 
people. The mission of Christ was to 
call all men to perfection in thought, in 
word and in deed. This demanded rigid 


discipline, a discipline that went against 
the natural dispositions of fallen human 
nature. Hatred, therefore, was quite a 
natural consequence. This hatred is 
now earried over against the Chureh 
of Christ since it has been called “the 
sensible medium, through which God 
makes known the Divine plan, and by 
which God has ordained that mankind 
should come to Him, as through a dark- 
ened mirror. To Moses He appeared 
in a burning bush; to Klias through a 
soft breeze; to Isaias through the angels; 
finally to the world through Christ and 
his Chureh. This intruding is’ the 
mystery of God. The Divine plan for 
mankind is all summed up in the ‘Whole 
Christ,’ that is, the Christ who became 
incarnate, who redeemed us, and Who 
still lives in His Chureh. Thus the 
liturgy, Sacred Scripture, the Sacra- 
ments, all make up one Mystery which 
is Christ, the mystery of God.””! 


THE DULLNESS OF MEN 

WITHOUT A MISSION 

The problem of our day is to reintro- 
duce Christianity into Christendom. It 
is not the dullness of our time which 
separates the Christian from Christ. It 
is the dullness of Christianity which has 
Christ. The 
should) not grow to despair of the 


abandoned Christian 
Church, for in so doing he runs the risk 
of sooner or later despairing of mankind. 
The follower of Christ should grow to 
despise the mediocrity that has sprung 
up in his own life, his own ideals and 
in his own environment. He should 
learn that the joy of real living comes 
from his immersion into something that 
is known to be bigger, better and more 
enduring and worthier than he. People, 
ideas, causes—these offer the one 
possible escape not merely from selfish- 


‘Cross & Crown, Editorial, December 1951, 


Vol. IV, No. 4, p. 381. 
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ness, but from the hungers of solitude 
and the sorrows of aimlessness. No 
person is as dull as a person without 
an interest, a wholehearted interest. A 
Catholic’s interest must be the cause of 
Christ. Since the Church is not an 
organization but an organism, it rises 
or falls in the estimation of the world 
on the apparent worth of the individual 
unit within its structural whole. It is 
the part joined to part that establishes 
the integrity of the totality of the 
Mystical Body of Christ, the Church. 
Therefore to be critical of the Church 
is in essence to be critical of the indi- 
vidual member—to be critical of you 
and me. Hence the reformation needed 
today is not the structural reforming of 
doctrine or discipline, not the revolt 
against authority, but against the total- 
itarianism of the individual who fails to 
conform to the whole, that egotistical 
Christian who forms himself apart from 
the wellbeing of the total organism of 
the whole Christ, the Church. 

Since man is born into the life of 
Christ and becomes an active partici- 
pant in the communion of His Church 
at the time of Baptism, every Christian 
necessarily becomes a participant in 
the life of the whole Christ as well as 
one who shares the participating re- 
sponsibility of the life and mission of 
Christ. The part always shares in the 
life and the mission and the responsi- 
bility of the whole. Consequently, each 
Christian is destined to further Christ’s 
life and mission in the world of today. 
Since Christ’s life and mission were both 
directed to the salvation of all men, 
this must be the aim of every unit in 
the totality of the Church. This is why 
the Church exists: to teach, to rule, and 
to sanctify all men—to enform their 
minds, to form their wills, and to sane- 
tify and unify their lives so that all 
men may participate in the Life Divine. 
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That is why the Popes have proclaimed 
Catholic Action as the only solution to 
present day difficulties in the world of 
modern failure. The individual unit of 
the total organism must be made to par- 
ticipate more wholeheartedly in the 
work of the divinely commissioned ec- 
clesiastical authorities. Hence, the 
definition of Catholic Action: “the par- 
ticipation of the laity in the work oi 
the Hierarchy.” Here we must call 
attention to the confusion that exists 
in the minds of many. The Popes 
speak of the work of the hierarchy and 
not of the powers of the hierarchy. The 
laity are called upon to aid in the work 
of the hierarchy, not share in their 
authoritative powers. This distinction 
is necessary to avoid any idea of in- 
vesting the laity with the divinely con- 
stituted powers and authority of the 
hierarchy. 


CATHOLIC LAITY—APOSTOLIC 
AUXILIARY TO THE HIERARCHY 


The individual Catholic shares in 
Christ’s life and, therefore, in Christ’s 
responsibility of accomplishing his mis- 
sion in life—salvation and redemption 
of all men. The Christian accomplishes 
this by aiding his ecclesiastical superiors 
in their task of teaching, ruling, and 
sanctifying by first disposing himself 
to this triple role of the hierarchy—by 
docility to the doctrines and disciplines 
of the Church and by the acquiring of 
personal perfection in the spiritual life. 
Once the individual is living in con- 
formity to the will of God and the will 
of the Church, his secondary task is to 
seek to dispose his fellows to the powers 
of the hierarchy—to reach out, as it 
were, into the midst of the marketplace 
and bring the sheep without a shepherd 
into the fold of Christ. The role of the 
Christian in Catholic Action then is to 
be an apostolic auxiliary of the hier- 
archy—the hands and the feet of the 
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Visible Head of the Church bearing the 
wisdom and the truth of the Invisible 
Head within earshot of men. 

The individual’s task is not to be a 
Church. The 
world has too many propagandists— 
those engaged in forcefully persuading 
and recruiting for a cause. The Chris- 
tian must be an apostle, one who wit- 
nesses Christ’s truth and transmits it 
The Church 
does not need apologists today to de- 
fend its doctrines as much as apostles 
who live by the light of Christ’s truth 
—the power of good example is still un- 
excelled in the life of Christianity. This 
demands an apostolic function: the edu- 
cating in Catholic thought, the express- 
ing in Catholic conduct, and the living 
of a sanctified life. The only means to 
accomplish the task of Catholie Action 
is, therefore, through education and per- 
sonal sanctification. One has to open 
self to the Gifts of God—Faith, Hope 
and Charity—to be the modest instru- 
ment to communicate them to the world 


propagandist for the 


by the fire of his love. 


at large. 

Catholic Action as a means of further- 
ing the cause of Christ must be based on 
systematic programs of indoctrination 
and sanctification which will bring to 
the assistance of the individual Chris- 
tian the principles of action in which 
he must learn that his function is to be 
the “leaven in the meal of society” 
formed and informed by the hierarchy 
to accomplish the mission of the Church. 
A man must learn to grow as a Chris- 
tian and perform the functions of a 
Christ in the world of today. 


DISCIPLINE ESSENTIAL TO 
SUCCESSFUL CATHOLIC ACTION 


Since there has always been fear of 
Catholic Action getting out of hand and 
developing abnormally, the theorists of 
this Action should always conform to 
‘trict ecclesiastical control. First, this 


can be accomplished by a program of 
planned education accomplished by in- 
tensified adult religious instruction. 
Kivery intelligent Christian must be per- 
sonally convinced of the truth and 
brought to the love of truth. This edu- 
cational program under the auspices of 
the ecclesiastical authority of the 
Church must aim at function and con- 
tent of doctrine in daily living. Dis- 
cussions that are dogmatic, moral and 
ascetical in nature must be stimulated 
and developed, and then professional 
and technical ideals must be developed 
in the light of Christian idealism. Thus 
the priest brings the Christian prin- 
ciples to the skill and professional 
ability of the craftsman or the profes- 
sional man. It is here that the partici- 
pation of the laity is seen in the correct 
role of Catholic Action. Here there is 
the blending of Christ’s ideals and prin- 
ciples with the techniques and tasks of 
the individual. The Catholic Actionist 
should form cells of individuals with 
their particular talents and abilities to 
be trained in the refinements of Christi- 
anity. 
trol to man’s intellect, thus keeping it 
informed on Christian living. Next 
must be the formation of the will to 
mould the idealism expressed in apos- 
tolic zeal within the bounds of Chris- 
tian conduct. 


This brings ecclesiastical con- 


Again the Catholic Actionist must 
call upon the hierarchy for ecclesiastical 
A little knowledge of things 
Catholic can indeed be a dangerous 
thing if it is used injudiciously. Thus, 
the individual must seek a spiritual di- 
rector, a wise and prudent priest versed 
in the spiritual life, who will foster the 
apostolic spirit within the norms proper 
to Catholic Action. Thus, if there is 
ecclesiastical control of the mind and of 
the will, that which flows from one so 
controlled will be truly Catholic Action. 
It must not be otherwise. 


control. 
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CATHOLIC ACTIONIST—LIVING 

EXTENSION OF CHRIST 

Catholic Action is then the zeal of 
the individual spreading himself in wis- 
dom and grace expressed in good think - 
ing and sincere action which germinates 
good example. This gives birth to a 
genuine Christian and specialist in spe- 
cific social and economic spheres of 
the world in which we live. In this way 
the Catholic Actionist becomes a living 
extension of Christ in his own environ- 
Catholic Ac- 


tion is but the expression of a living or- 


ment and circumstances. 


ganism and not specifically a specialized 
organization. It can embrace any or- 
ganization and inject into every form of 
society the life-blood of Christianity. 


Pope Pius XI said: “. . . the mission 


of Apostolic laymen is in a very certain 
sense the very mission of the hierarchy 
and of Jesus Christ: namely to procure 
for souls the supernatural life, to foster 
its growth, to defend it. In consequence 
their activity is a precious aid and a 
necessary complement to the priestly 
ministry.” Surely this is a challenge to 
our past Inactivity and incompetence 
and our present mediocrity and indiffer- 
ence. Perhaps, we have emphasized too 
much the idea, “You can change the 
world,” and not foster the truth of 
Christ: “Without me you can do noth- 
ing.” We have developed the part, but 
The total Christ 
Catholic 
formation should never yield to mere in- 


neglected the whole. 
alone can change the world. 


formation. 





satisfaction. 


it for him. 
Thank you. 





For the past few months we have been asking our readership to consider 
a subscription to THe HoMILeric AND PasTorAL REVIEW as an appropriate 
and valuable gift to our seminarians—at a special rate of $3.50. 
now that we thank those readers who have seen merit in the suggestion. 
Apparently, too, word of the gift subscription to seminarians has reached 
members of the laity because mothers and fathers and friends of students 
for the priesthood have been sending in or phoning orders. 
of appreciation from the seminarians themselves give us a nice feeling of 
Kach of these young men is building his own library and, as 
he continues to build it, he will reflect with appreciation on those who started 


It is time 


And the letters 
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‘DANGEROUS IDEA’ 
LAID T0 THE TIMES 


Buffalo Monsignor Charges 
Risk to Security in Stand 
on Individual Freedom 


Special lo The New York Times 


BUFFALO, Nov. 20 -— The 
Right Rev. John J. McMahon of 
Buffalo today called The New 
York Times the “chief protago- 
nist” of a “growing. dangerous 
idea” involving freedom in the 
United States. 

Msgr. McMahon charged that 
The Times’ policy “exalts in- 
dividual freedom to a degree 
that we should consider danger- 
ous to the security of our coun- 
try.” 

He declared that Arthur Hays 
Sulzberger, president and pub- 
lisher of The Times, “is ready to 
risk our security to preserve the 
freedom of suspected subver- 
sives.” 

Msgr. McMahon is director of 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
and the radio and television bu- 
reau of the Roman Catholic Dio- 
cese of Buffalo, He preached at 
a pontifical mass marking the 
ninety-ninth anniversary of the 
founding of Niagara University. 

The Most. Rev. Joseph A. 
Burke, Bishop of the Buffalo 
Diocese, celebrated the mass in 
the university chapel at Niagara 
Falls. 


‘Two Kinds of Freedom’ 


Msgr. McMahon _ described 
“two kinds of freedom—the first 
in which each free man within 
the nation contributes to the 
Security of the nation, and the 
Second in which individual free- 
dom can be a threat to our na- 
tional well-being.” 

“The first type of freedom,” 
he declared, “is based upon 
Christian principle. The second 
is a growing, dangerous idea, 
whose chief protagonist seems 
to be The New York Times.” 

He said it could be expected 
“that The Times will trumpet 


forth any news items pertain-/ 


described in the February, 1955. Mr, Sulzberger said there had 
issue of Homiletic and Pastoral,been some useful fundamental 
Review, a fifty-five-year-old Ro- legislation “giving us a lega’ 
man Catholic monthly for priests, | basis for self-protection against 
privately published at 53 Park genuine Communist infiltration.” 
Place, New York, but approved|While he said the Eisenhower 
by the Archdiocese of New York| Administration “has moved in 
and edited by the Very Rev.jan orderly way under this legis- 
Charles J. Callan, pastor of Holy|lation,” Mr. Sulzberger added: 
Rosary Church of Hawthorne,| “Under the rigorous Federal 
N.Y. : . security programs, under our 
“This very articulate voice,”| sometimes inhuman immigration 
Msgr. McMahon said of The} jaws, under the practice of many 
Times, “proclaims that we must| private institutions which take 
protect individual freedom toj/their cue in this respect from 
preserve democracy and avoid a) the Government, a person with 
‘tightly controlled society injeven the most tenuous Commu- 
which every dissenter, every manjnist affiliation from years ago 


who wishes to think for himself, 
is enchained in a futile effort to 
insure conformity in the name 
of security.’ 

“The Times decries the ‘nega- 
tive and sterile approach’ of 
loyalty oaths, laments some of 
the anti-Red legislation of the 
last Congress and then calls 
upon Americans to distinguish 
between actua] participants in 
the Red conspiracy and those 
who were duped by Red con-| 
spirators a decade or two ago.” 

Msgr, McMahon added: 

“The New York Times is not 
consistent because they would be 
the first to decry liberty and 
freedom which would give a man 
license to push a man off of a 
dock into the ocean, or shoot 
into a crowd with a shotgun. The 
New: York Times would never 
advocate such freedom. In con- 
doning subversives, they are 
risking our country's neck.” 


Sulzberger Speech Published 


Msgr. McMahon's quotations 
paralleled a news story by The 
Times Nov. 10, 1954, reporting 
Mr. Sulzberger’s speech. 

An article by Mr, Sulzberger 
adapted from the speech was 
published on Sunday, Dec. 12, 
1954, in The New York Times 
Magazine. The publisher's criti- 
cisms of anti-Communist legisla- 
tion by Congress referred to 
what he called “the extraordi- 
nary spectacle” of the 1954 ses- 
sion’s “passing legislation in this 
field without exploring its im- 
plications or even knowing the 
language of the bill.” 

“Everything worth while in life 
has its risks,” Mr. Sulzberger’s 








ing to individual freedom and 
‘ts threatened violation.” 
Msgr. McMahon's criticism was 


based on a speech by Mr. Sulz-! 


berger in accepting a gold medal'are mature enough to take—as a 


of the Hundred Year Association, 
in New York City Nov. 9, 1954. 


Msgr. McMahon quoted it 


as, 


jarticle said. “The safety and in- 


tegrity of our country are no 
exceptions. But the risks of free- 
dom are risks that we Americans 


matter of fact, they are risks 
that we cannot afford not to 
take.” 





may suffer disabilities that 
could ruin his entire future 
career. I do not say that such 
a penalty automatically follows, 
but I do say that it may, and 
in many cases it has, * * * 
“One of my favorite quotes 
* * * is that I believe in an open 
mind, but not so open that my 
brains fall out. I profoundly be- 
lieve in security—both external 
and internal—but I do not be- 
‘lieve that we should lose our 
sense of proportion and our 
sense of history and tradition in 
our efforts to protect ourselves.” 
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How the Church Can Reduce 


Dworce 


By E. R. HARMAN 


—_ LARGE DIOCESE should have 
a Marriage Clinic and Counseling Serv- 
ice, composed of professional laymen 
and priests, over and above the usual 
Marriage Board which judges marriage 
cases, if it is to make a maximum effort 
to promote happy marriages and to re- 
duce the number of divorces in the area. 
The service should be available to non- 
Catholics as well as to Catholics. It is 
a mistake to believe that the teaching 
of the Church on divorce is not accept- 
able to non-Catholics, especially when 
they want to save their marriage. In 
many cases non-Catholics have actually 
studied the Catholic 
means to solving their marital prob- 
lems, hoping later to receive help from 
regular confession, family prayer and 
frequent Mass and Communion. Many 
bad marriage cases have been solved 
according to the laws and teaching of 
the Church with clinical methods, after 
the pastor and the Marriage Board have 
given up the 
many estranged non-Catholic couples 


religion as ia 


vase as hopeless; and 


Father Harman is presently Pastor 0! 
Christ the King parish in Cedar City, Utah 
Prior to his ordination he was a member of 
the faculties of the University of Southern 
California and the University of California 
it Los Angeles. Personnel and Vocationa! 
Counselor for fifteen years in the Los Angele 
City Schools Adult Counseling and Guidance 
Service, our author counseled over fifteen 
He helped to establish thi 
Veterans Service Center in Los Angeles 


thousand people. 
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have also been reconciled by profes- 
sional laymen under Catholic and pub- 
In some of these cases 


practical 


lic auspices. 
such reconciliation was a 
necessity as a prerequisite accompani- 
ment to taking instructions or to vali- 
dating the marriage. 

An adequate Marriage Clinic and 
Counseling Service in a modern city 
should be staffed with the following 
personnel, available by appointment 
through a receptionist: a general 
counselor, a psychiatrist, or doctor, « 
psychologist, a priest or religious 
counselor, a canonist, an attorney, a 
research statistician and a receptionist 
Three of the laity—preferably a mar- 
ried man and woman and a single lay 
person, if possible, who have had some 
experience, one in publie relations and 
advertising work, another as a persona! 
counselor and perhaps one in adult 
education work—should supplement the 
above personnel. If necessary, this may 
be on a voluntary basis at first. Mor 
than one of the above functions, how- 
ever, can be performed by the sam 
person in many cases. 

Such a Clinie and Counseling Servic 
should sponsor two departments: (1) 
a Premarital Division, and (IT) a Post- 
marital Division. 

I. PREMARITAL DIVISION 

The Premarital Division, composed 
chiefly of lay persons, should offer thre 


services: 1) a Social Registry Servic 
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or Date Bureau, for unmarried Cath- 
vlics Who want to meet other Catholic 
young people, or go to their socials; 2) 
a Social Planning Committee which 


would work with pastors in planning 


social events on a diocesan-wide basis, 


in co-operation with the pastors, ac- 
cording to a monthly and a yearly plan; 
and 3) an Educational Planning and 
Instruction Committee, which would 
plan a counseling service and premari- 
tal and mixed-religion courses of in- 
struction for couples considering mat- 
rimony. 

1) The Social 


Date Bureau, implies the desire ol 


tegistry Service, or 


Catholic young people to court person 
of their own faith. In large cities 
Catholic parents and young people alike 
complain bitterly about the inability 
of Catholic young people to meet other 
young people of their faith. Many a 
Catholic partner to a bad marriage has 
told me that the only reason he or she 
married outside the Church was because 
his or her spouse worked in the same 
place, that there simply was no way in 
which to meet a Catholie partner. 

The registry would also provide a 
mailing list so that monthly announce- 
ment of all socials in the diocese would 
be directed to interested Catholie men 
and women. It would also provide an 
information center for the benefit of 
strangers and new arrivals in the dio- 
cese. It would provide throughout the 
city and diocese a continuous well-bal- 
coordinated — social 


anced round of 


events. 

2) The function of the Social Plan- 
ning Committee would be to plan with 
pastors a well rounded program of 
young people’s activities for the whole 
diocese, so as to avoid duplication, wide 
gaps between activities and concentra- 
tion of socials on the same night. This 


‘rommittee should also see that hostesses 


are appointed for each affair to help the 


voung people get acquainted. Feature 
events should be earefully planned in 
advance. 

3) An Educational Planning and In- 
struction Committee of laymen should 
arrange for study clubs, discussion 
groups and short series of lectures of 
Interest to young people. Group pre- 
inarital courses of instruction would 
save much of the pastor’s time, leaving 
him the task of finishing off the genera! 
instruction and time to consider the per- 
~onal needs of each couple before mar- 


rages. 


Il. POSTMARITAL DIVISION 


The Postmarital Division should 
also offer three kinds of service of a 
more professional nature, to the public: 
1) an Adult Edueation Committee; 2) 
« Marriage Problems Clinie and Coun- 
<cling Service; 3) a Social Planning 
Service. 

1) The Adult Education Committee 
should plan Cana Conferences, study 
groups, religious forums and reading 
circles. Publie libraries will usually 
buy a quota of Catholie books if the 
librarian is assured they will be read. 
Reading circles of six to ten persons 
can ask for specific books at the library, 
each making a verbal report to the rest 
of the group on one book and rotating 
each book to all members of the group. 
Thus, all books would be charged out 
from six to ten times even if each per- 
<on read only one book and skimmed 
over each of the rest. 

2) The Marriage Problems Clinie and 
Counseling Service should be the main 
responsibility of this division and can 
easily be operated on a self-sustaining 
basis. The general counselor is the only 
one who needs to be employed regularls 
at first. 
covered by a small registration fee (per- 


His compensation would be 
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laps a dollar or two) from each client, 
and his task would be to make the pre- 
liminary interview and to = arrange 
whatever additional appointments are 
necessary with other members of the 
staff. Thus, interviews would be dii- 
ferent for each case. Three dollars for 
a half-hour conference would be charged 
by professional staff members and one 
dollar for lay staff members. Such 
fees are small when compared to those 
charged by private clinies, lawyers and 
courts, and are little more than would 
be spent for an evening of entertain- 
inent. The receptionist’s work can be 
done largely on the telephone by volun- 
ieer or student workers, in rotation or 
on part-time shifts, until finances per- 
init a paid worker. 

School and office space is used even- 
ings in public or private schools for 
similar purposes without charge. If the 
service is open to the publie, as it 
should be, county co-operation is very 
casy to obtain. Religious, vocational 
and personal counseling will probably 
form the backbone of counseling for 
most cases and should not cost as much 
A differ- 
ent volunteer receptionist can be on 
duty each night of the week, to receive 
neweomers and take them to the coun- 
<clor. Basie personality tests should be 


as the professional services. 


given to all applicants. 

3) The Social Planning Service for 
iarried couples need not be essentially 
different from the service for single per- 
sons. This committee should also assist 
in providing housing and home facili- 
ties for transients, and for divorced 
and single men and women who wish 
to, or must, remain single. Catholic 
Men’s Club and Catholie Women’s 


396 


(‘lub should be entirely self-sustaining 
und provide home and religious com- 
forts on a par at least with any good 
hoarding home or fraternity house. A 
number of persons unwillingly divorced, 
lave been saved from second marriage- 
by having a good home in whieh to 


live. 
IT HAS SUCCEEDED, SO IT CAN! 


The greatest difficulty in establishing 
-uch professional elinies would be the 
fact that so few Catholic authoritie- 
have ever seen this type of clinic and 
counseling service in operation. There 
ix the danger that many may confuse 
them with the diocesan marriage boards 
now in operation in many dioceses. The 
professional service should work hand 
in hand with the existing marriage 
hoard, but never under its jurisdiction. 
in order to avoid duplication of meth- 
ods and services and the ultimate fail- 
ure of the lay marriage service. 

The above type of professional mar- 
riage clinic and counseling — service 
<hould be set up by experienced per- 
sonnel until the local staff can take 
over. At the present time there are not 
many priests who have had this type 
of experience. Some who do have such 
experience are doing routine clerical 
assignments that can be done as well by 
other priests. As more priests gain this 
type of successful experience, a work- 
able exchange plan cculd be worked out 
until there are professional clinics, op- 
erated by lay and clerical personnel, 10 
every large diocese. From then on 4 
program for smaller dioceses can bi 
developed. The result is bound to be « 
measurable decrease in divorces. 





























Notes on Fasting and 
Abstinence 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M., J.C.D. 


ry 

l HERE ARE SEVERAL QUESTIONS 
concerning fasting and abstinence which 
not infrequently give rise to doubts 
among the faithful, and which have 
discussed from time to time in 
various periodicals. With the beginning 
of the present Lenten season, it has 
seemed worthwhile to give considera- 
tion to these questions, with the purpose 
of offering solutions for these doubts, 
and a brief review of the principles upon 


been 


which the solutions are based. 

We are especially concerned with the 
case of those who, obliged to fasting or 
abstinence or both, inadvertently eat 
meat at other than their principal meal. 
What is their obligation with regard 
to observance of these laws during the 
remainder of the day? Are they bound 
in conscience to refrain from eating 
that is served at home for the 
lamily meal in the evening, and are 
they obliged to limit the quantity of 
lood eaten at that family repast when 


neat 


they are bound by the law of fast? 
Another difficulty 
occurs is that of deciding whether or 
not it to the 
children who eat lunch at a school cafe- 


which sometimes 


is lawful to serve meat 


terla, on a day of fasting or abstinence 
or both. Explanation of the pertinent 
regulations may help in some instances 
'0 provide simple norms that will pre- 
vent these difficulties. Finally, brief 
mention will be made once again of the 
proper understanding of the law of 
lasting with regard to milk, in the light 


of official interpretations which have 
heen given. 


FASTING DISTINGUISHED 
FROM ABSTINENCE 


From the outset it is important to 
distinguish the law of fasting from the 
law of abstinence. Confusion of these 
two laws, and failure to keep distinctly 
in mind what is required by them, can 


complicate the problems under dis- 
cussion, and mav result in mistaken 
~olutions. 

The law of abstinence forbids the 


tuking of meat, and of soup or gravy 
forbid 
eggs, milk products, or seasonings of 


made from meat, but does not 


any kind, even though they be made 
from animal fats.’ In this article we 
sure not immediately concerned with 
determining what foods are forbidden 
by the law of abstinence, or with what 
constitutes grave matter in the violation 
of that We shall 
later to speak of the distinction between 
It, is 
involved in the 


law. have occasion 
complete and partial abstinence. 
the latter 
present treatment, because on days of 


which is 


partial abstinence meat may be taken 
once a day at the principal meal. For 
the most part, therefore, because the 
questions raised by the inadvertent 
cating of meat have direct bearing on 
the principal of the day, the 


reasoning followed to arrive at a solu- 


meal 


('snon 1250 
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tion will be in general the same, whether 
it is the law of fasting or the law of 
(partial) abstinence that obliges. 

The law of fast prescribes that not 
more than one full meal be taken each 
day; but it does not forbid that some 
food be taken in the morning and 
evening, observing the approved custom 
of the place as regards the quantity and 
kind of food? The essence of the law of 
fast, therefore, consists in the taking of 
Unless that 
prescription be observed, there is no 
last.” Small amounts of food taken at 
various times outside of meals, although 


only one full meal a day. 


venially sinful in themselves, coalesce 
and can eventually constitute sufficient 
matter to be the equivalent of a second 
full meal. Once this happens, that is, 
once the essence of the law is defeated 
by the taking of two full meals, the law 
of fast can no longer be observed or 
fulfilled on that day.* 

In ancient times, at least for Lent, 
the day’s repast was delayed until even- 
ing. Gradually this was moved back 
until, in the sixteenth century, the meal 
was taken around noon.» When this 
custom developed, there arose also the 
practice of taking a collation, or lighter 
meal, in the evening.’ Zalba states that 
permission for a light repast in the 
morning was first granted for Canada 


by the Sacred Penitentiary in 1843.7 


ABSTINENCE FROM MEAT 
NOT ESSENTIAL TO FASTING 


(Ider authors placed the essence of 


“Canon 1251, $1. 

’Theologia Moralis. By Thomas A. Torio. 
S.J. (D’Auria, Naples, 1946), IT, n. 296 

‘op. cit., n. 299. 

* op. cit., n. 307. 

° Theologiae Moralis Summa. By E. F. Re- 
gatillo, S.J. and M. Zalba, S.J.. (La Editorial 
Catolica, Madrid, 1953), IT, n. 1006. 

* thid. 
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the law of fasting in three things: a) 


one full meal; b) a definite time for 


the meal; c) abstinence from certain 
foods, such as meat, eggs, ete. 
day, says Prummer, these last two ele- 
ments pertain to the perfection of fast- 


ing, but not to its essence. In other 


words, fasting can be observed essen- 
tially, even though some forbidden food 
be taken, and regardless of the time oi 
day at which the full meal is taken. He 
writes that, while we do not have an 
explicit, authentic declaration of the 
Church saying these things, we do find 
substantiating arguments in what the 
Church says and does. Prummer points 
out that the Church allows the taking 
of eggs and of dairy products at meals 
other than the principal meal, and that 
she permits inversion of order between 
the principal meal and the collation. 
However, he continues, she never per- 
mits more than one full meal on a day 
of fast for those obliged by that law. 
Thus, he argues, the quality of foods 
taken and the time of meals do not 
pertain to the essence of this law.* Not 
all would agree with Prummer’s argu- 
ment concerning the time element, 
drawn from the permission to reverse 
the order of collation and_ principal! 
meal.” 

At this point there should be kept 
in mind the distinction, previously re- 
ferred to, between the law of fast and 
law of abstinence. We are now con- 
cerned only with fasting, and with th 
fact that abstinence from meat is not 
essential to observance of the law of 
fasting. In other words, the taking 0! 
meat at other than the principal mea! 
by one who is obliged to fast does not 
essentially violate the law of fasting 0! 


* Manuale Theolugiae Moralis. By Domim 
M. Prummer, O.P. (Herder, Barcelona. 1945) 
IT, n. 653. 

* Zalba. op. cit., n. 1006. note 16 
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fulfillment 
through the rest of the day. We are 
not discussing, let it be noted, the sin- 


render it impossible of 


fulness of eating meat when it is for- 
hidden. 

The questions proposed in the open- 
ing paragraphs of this article arise be- 
cause, Whenever the law of complete 
abstinence is not also in effect, the law 
of fast permits the taking of meat, at 
the principal meal. This was the rule 
under pre-Code law,!® and it remains 
in effect under the present Code. Some 
thought that this restriction was abro- 
gated in 1918, because no mention of it 
is made in Canon 1251, $1, but a pub- 
lished reply of the President of the 
Code Commission declared that the 
previous rule remains in effect.”! 

Therefore, for the person obliged to 
last, who has inadvertently taken meat 
at breakfast or at lunch, we may phrase 
the problem in another fashion. Has 
he already used his permission to eat 
meat once a day at the principal meal 
when he is fasting; or may he disre- 
gard the previous eating of meat, and 
take his principal meal (including meat } 
later in the day? The answer is that 
the eating of meat does not in itselt 
make a repast one’s principal meal, 
which still remains to be eaten, whethe: 
at home or elsewhere. Because the 
later meal is the principal meal of the 
day, meat may be taken during it, in 
iccordance with the general rule stated 
by the Sacred Penitentiary and by the 
Code Commission. 


TIME FACTOR AND ORDER OF MEALS 


Does the time of the meal have any 
elleet on this answer, or on the problem 


in general? Practically speaking, we 


"Sacred Penitentiary, March 16, 1882. - 
October 29, 1919. Acta Apostolicae Sede 


XI, 10) Re porte d bal Canon Law Digqe st, | » 
586 ; 


need give little consideration to this 
factor. Canon 1252, §2, explicitly per- 
mits the exchanging of the principal 
meal and the collation. In other words, 
without any special reason, one may 
take his collation at noon, and the 
principal meal in the evening, or he may 
reverse this order. Well over a hun- 
dred years ago, the Sacred Penitentiary 
said that this change might be made 
for reasonable cause.'* One sometime~ 
finds it said even now that a reason- 
able cause is required for inverting the 
order of the collation and the principal! 
meal, but no such demand is made by 
the Code of Canon Law. The order i- 
clearly left to the individual’s free 
choice. 

There is some controversy among the 
authors as to whether or not the light 
meal permitted in the morning may be 
exchanged with the collation that is 
permitted at noon or in the evening. 
This controversy does not affect the 
Under the current 
uniform regulations, in effect) through- 
out most of the United States, besides 
the one full meal on a day of fast, “two 
other meatless meals, sufficient to main- 
tain strength, may be taken according 
to each one’s needs, but together they 
should not equal another full meal.’’™ 
Although these regulations sanction the 
relative norm of fasting, they do not 
permit meat except at the principal 


present discussion. 


meal, regardless of the time of meal- 

It is the law’s demand for abstinence 
from meat at other than the principal 
ineal which gives rise to problems suel 
as those proposed by a reader in the 
following two cases. 1) A man aeci- 


dentally eats meat at Juneh. Upon 


“Sacred Penitentiary, January 19, 1834. 
(‘ited in Torio, op. eit., n. 307 

Canon Law Digest. By T. Lincoln Bou-- 
‘caren, SJ. (Bruce, Milwaukee, 1934 .) 
III, p. 497. 
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arriving home, he discovers that his 
wife has prepared steak for their princi- 
pal meal. May he eat the steak, be- 
cause he accidently ate meat at lunch, 
und because the law says that meat may 
le taken at the principal meal? 2) A 
ian accidentally eats meat at lunch. 
That night he goes to a restaurant for 
dinner. He ean order fish, but he 
orders meat again. May he do so on 
the grounds that meat may be eaten at 
the prineipal meal? 

In the light of what has been said 
above, we cannot forbid the taking of 
meat at the evening meal, provided 
that the two meals which have already 
heen taken on that day do not equa! 
another full meal, and provided that 
the lunch at which meat was eaten did 
not, in itself, amount to a full meal 
If the earlier two meals had equalled 
« full meal, there would be permitted 
in the evening only a “meatless meal 
sufficient to maintain strength.” If the 
lunch at which meat was eaten had 
amounted to a full meal, obviously the 
law would forbid taking another prin- 
cipal meal. 

Presuming, then, that only a rela- 
tively small amount of meat was in- 
advertently taken at breakfast or at 
lunch, so that these two meals, either 
alone or taken together, do not equal : 
full meal, the principal meal of the day 
still remains to be eaten. The law oi 
fast permits the taking of meat only at 
the principal meal. The essence of that 
law is the taking of only one full meal. 
at which meat is allowed. The essence 
of the law does not lie in the taking ot 
meat only once a day. Unintentiona! 
violation of the law, therefore, by tak- 
ing meat during a lighter repast, does 
not deprive one of his full meal for that 
day. And, if the full meal may be 
eaten, meat may be taken during that 
full meal, because the law of the Chureh 
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permits this on a day of fast. 


INADVERTENCE AND THE 

LAW OF ABSTINENCE 

Much the same reasoning applies to 
ihe inadvertent taking of meat at break- 
jast or lunch on a day of partial ab- 
~tinence. We are not here concerned 
with days of complete abstinence, sucl: 
as Fridays. If meat be taken inad- 
vertently on those days, the law has 
heen materially violated, but there i: 
no question about abstaining from meat 
W herea- 
the law of fasting is ineapable of ful- 
lillment on any day when two full meal 
lave been taken, the law of abstinence 
is violated each time that meat is eaten 
Consequently, the obligation of abstain- 
ing remains in effect all during a da 
of complete abstinence.'* 

What, then, is to be said of a day 
of partial abstinence, on which meat i 
permitted at the principal meal? I 
must be rembered that this permission 
is really a dispensation granted by tly 
Ordinary, in virtue of faculties giver 
to him by the Holy See.’® The day: 
of partial abstinence, for which thi 
dispensation is effective, are Embe! 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, and tlw 
vigils of Pentecost and All Saints." 
To these days must be applied the rul 
which is obvious enough, that the bish- 


during the rest of the day. 


op’s granting a dispensation from ab- 
stinence for the principal meal does no! 
permit the eating of meat at any othe: 
time.?? 

The dispensation for days of partia 


‘Toro, op. cet., un. 299 

Canon Law Digest, III, p. 449 

*The recently effective changes in the ru: 
bries of the Missal and Breviary have abro- 
gated the vigil of All Saints. There is reaso! 
'o expect an official decree that will likewise 
do away with the obligations of fasting an‘ 
ibstinence on this day, October 31. ; 

7 Summa Theologiae Moralis. By H. No 
din, SJ., revised by A. Schmitt, S.J. (Raue! 
Oeniponte. 1936), IT, n. 682 
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abstinence is not simply for the eating 
of meat once a day. The dispensation 
is restricted to the principal meal. 
Therefore, what has been said above 
with regard to the law of fast and meat 
at the principal meal will apply here 
with equal force. The inadvertent tak- 
ing of meat at breakfast or at lunch 
constitutes a material violation of the 
It does not of it- 
self turn that repast into the principal 


law of abstinence. 


meal of the day. This case is much the 
same as that of the person who is going 
to attend a wedding dinner for which 
a dispensation from abstinence has been 
granted by the pastor or Ordinary. If 
the prospective guest accidentally eats 
meat earlier in the day, he is still able 
to benefit by the dispensation for the 
wedding dinner. His previous action 
Like- 


wise, on a day of partial abstinence, 


does not cancel the dispensation. 


the taking of meat in the morning or 
at noon does not cancel or use up the 
dispensation granted by the Ordinary 
for that day. The dispensation is for 
the principal meal, and it is effective 
and usable only at that meal. 

For one who is obliged both to fast, 
and to abstain, the principal meal 
under both laws will be the same, and 
the same conclusion will apply. For 
those who are not obliged to fast be- 
cause of their age or by reason of dis- 
pensation or some excusing cause, the 
inadvertent eating of meat would cause 
a problem only on the ten days of par- 
tial abstinence during the year. On 
days of complete abstinence, the eating 
of meat is entirely forbidden. On days 
of fast only, when the law of abstinence 
ix not in force, as on most of the week- 
days in Lent, those who are not obliged 
to fast may eat meat as often as they 
Wish during the day.!8 


“Sacred Congregation of the Council, Oc- 
tober 17, 1923. Canon Law Digest, 1. p. 587. 


SERVING MEAT TO 
SCHOOL CHILDREN 


This last statement naturally leads 
to consideration of the questions some- 
times asked about the serving of meat 
at lunch to children who are being fed 
at a school cafeteria. Is is ever lawful 
to include meat as a part of these 
lunches on a day of fast or abstinence? 

Perhaps the easiest way to settle 
such doubts is to remember the general 
rule just stated, that, on a day of fast 
only, those who are not obliged to 
fast may eat meat several times a day. 
Children of grade school and high schoo] 
age are not obliged to fast, because they 
have not yet completed their twenty- 
first year. Therefore, when only the 
law of fasting is in effect, meat may be 
included as part of the luncheon menu 
in the school cafeteria. This norm, 
however, will apply only during Lent, 
because the days of fast outside of Lent 
are also days of complete or partial 
abstinence. 

On Fridays and on Ash Wednesday, 
which are days of complete abstinence, 
the children may not eat meat at all, 
because the law binds everyone who 
has passed his seventh — birthday. 
Classes will not usually be held, nor 
will school ordinarily be 
operating on the other days of complete 


cafeterias 


abstinence, Holy Saturday, December 
24, and August 14. 

Save for Fridays and Ash Wednesday, 
therefore, when meat is not permitted 
at all, the only school days which would 
cause a problem with regard to the 
menu at the school cafeteria will be the 
There will 
be few of these on school days. In 


days of partial abstinence. 
most cases, only the four Ember 
Wednesdays and the vigil of All Saints, 
October 31, will affect the cafeteria. 
We have already seen that an an- 
nouncement of a change with regard to 
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the latter is not unlikely. Classes will 
not usually be in session on the other 
days of partial abstinence, Ember Sat- 
urdays, and the vigil of Pentecost, which 
also falls on Saturday. 

Therefore, there will be about five 
school days throughout the year which 
are days of partial abstinence, and on 
which meat should not be served in 
the school cafeteria. The reason for 
this is that the dispensation for those 
days allows meat at only the principal 
meal, Which, for most or all of the chil- 
dren, will be served at their homes in 
the evening. Being seven years old or 
older, the children are obliged to ob- 
serve the law of abstinence. Conse- 
quently, like adults, they may cat meat 
only at the principal (or family) meal 
on these days of partial abstinence. 

On the other hand, meat may be 
served to them for lunch on all the days 
of Lent save the first two Wednesdays 
(Ash Wednesday and Ember Day), 
Good Friday, and Holy Saturday. Not 
being obliged to fast, the children are 
not restricted with regard to meat on 
these days of fast only, and meat may 
he served to them at all of their meals, 
Briefly, 
then, the school cafeteria may serve the 


either at home or at school. 


children meat at lunch on any day 
which is a day of fasting only; whereas 
meat should not be served at luneh on 
any day of abstinence, either partial or 
complete. 


MILK SHAKES AND FASTING 


Somewhat more than a vear ago, 
there was printed in these pages an 
answer to a question concerning the 
drinking of milk shakes or malted milks 
on days of fast.’ 


given by the present writer was based 


The answer there 
upon the official commentary of the 


“THe Homitetic aANp Pastroran Review, 


June, 1954, p. 830. 
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Bishops’ Committee on Fast and Ab- 
stinence, which commentary has sine 
heen published in the Canon Law Di- 
gest. In order that the previously 
printed answer may be confirmed by thi 
authority of the Bishops’ Committee 
and by its official interpretation, we here 
quote the pertinent paragraph from the 
uniform regulations on fasting and ab- 
stinence, with the accompanying in- 


terpretation. 


Mating between meals is not per- 
mitted; but liquids, ineluding milk 
and fruit juices, are allowed. . . . 
Only ordinary or homogenized milk 
ix allowed. Such combinations as 
malted milk, milk shakes, and. the 
like are not included in the term 
‘milk.’ On the other hand, combina- 
tions based on skim milk and 
coloring or special flavoring such: as 
the so-called ‘chocolate milk’ are con- 
sidered a drink rather than «a food 
and are allowed.?? 

Let it be noted that this is not a 
definition or explanation of the term 
per modum potus with reference to thi 
Kucharistic fast. The above interpre- 
tution explains what is allowed unde! 
the heading of “milk” on days of fasting 


CONCLUSIONS 


If a person obliged to fast should in- 
advertently eat meat at one of his 
lesser meals on a day of fasting, lis 
doing so does not make that repast hi 
principal meal. If he has not yet take 
his full meal for that day, he may still 
do so, and he may eat meat at that full 
meal, because the law of fasting per- 
mits him to do so. 

If the meat be eaten inadvertently 0! 
a day of partial abstinence by a per: 
son seven years old or older, in prac: 
tice the same rule will apply. That Is 
the dispensation for days of partia 


abstinence allows meat only at th 


“Canon Law Digest, U1, p. 504. 
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If it be eaten at any 
other time, the law of abstinence is 
violated, formally or materially, but 
the dispensation for the principal meal 
is not nullified by that fact. 


principal meal. 


Finally, meat may be served to the 
children at luneh in the school cafe- 
teria on any day in Lent that is a day 





writing. 





N.B. 


1) Father Danagher in his next article will deal with the “legislative” 
ide of the new Holy Weck liturgy, as a commentary on the Decree and the 
Jnstruction of the Sacred Congregation of Rites. 
titled “The Ordinal of Holy Week.” 
partment in our next issue, Father Danagher will, in question and answer 


Then, in his Questions Answered de- 


form, bring out the more important points of the actual ceremonies, as re- 
vealed in the new Ordinal (Ordo Hebdomadae Sanctae Instauratus). The 
immediate value of these two features for our readership is self-evident. 

2) Father Carr, editor of our Roma Locuta department, has prepared a 
translation of both the Decretum and the Instructio for use of the new Ordi- 


nal. The booklet, containing this translation is being printed as of this 


3) The publisher of Tue Homiteric aNp PastorAL Review will provide 
the actual new Altar Missal itsclf (the Official Vatican Press Edition), 


4) Information for securing the translation of the Deeretum and Instruc- 
tiv and the new Holy Week Ordinal may be found on page 421 of this issue. 


of fasting only. It should not be served 
to them on a day of complete or par- 
tial abstinence. Not on the former, be- 
cause meat is entirely forbidden; not on 
the latter, because meat may be eaten 
only at the principal meal, which they 
will presumably have at home with 
their families in the evening. 





The article will be en- 
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Hominies FOR THE Monvu 


Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sundays and Feasts 
By HOWARD C. MULCAHY 





Third Sunday of Lent 


No Coexistence 


“He who is not with me is against me” (Luke xi: 23). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) There are no neutrals in the unending 
battle between Christ and Satan. 

(2) Christ is our Champion, fighting for us. 

(3) Satan seeks to disarm us with his lies. 

(4) Conclusion: Our success in the battle 
will depend on our loyalty to our 
Champion, and our co-operation with 
His grace. 


The Gospel of today’s Mass depicts 
Our Divine Lord in hand-to-hand com- 
bat with Satan. Christ has taken the 
offensive in the unending battle; we 
find Him “casting out a devil.” Two 
weeks ago Holy Chureh presented us a 
scene that occurred at the beginning of 
Our Lord’s public life: His triple temp- 
tation after His forty-day fast. Satan 
took the initiative then. Now, as we 
are approaching the end of Our Lord’s 
earthly life, He gives us the example of 
active, courageous struggle with the 
ancient foe. More than that, He tells 
us that we, too, must take part in this 
battle. There can be no spectators now. 
“He who is not with me is against me; 
and he who does not gather with me, 
scatters.” 


NO PEACE 
“The life of man upon earth is a 
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warfare,” Job tells us (Job vil: 1). 
Man lost the first skirmish when Adam 
fell before the blandishments of the 
devil in the Garden of Paradise. The 
tragic history of the human race records 
innumerable victories for Satan. The 
final victory must be God’s. Satan 
knows that his ultimate defeat is inevi- 
table. Spirit, unclean spirit, fallen angel 
he is. Yet he remains forever a creature, 
burning with unquenchable hatred for 
(jod. As a creature he is unable to vent 
his hate by a direct attack against his 
Lord. He can, however, attack God 
indirectly, by striking at the special 
objects of God’s love, the members of 
the human race. Thus we find him go- 
ing around with the ferocity of a beast 
of prey, a roaring lion, seeking to devour 
human souls (I Peter v: 8) in the pit 
of eternal darkness. He knows thiat 
God loves each of us personally; there- 
fore he hates each and every one of us 
with a hatred that is personal, crafty, 
and unending. He knows full well that 
in this struggle for souls, as in every con- 
flict, there is no substitute for vie- 
tory. 

Hell may change its tacties from time 
to time. The devil’s strategy may vary 
as it is accommodated to the strength 


and weakness of an individual. But the 
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over-all objective remains the same: 
strike at God by dragging the souls 
whom He loves down to perdition. The 
battle continues and there will be no 
peace for mankind as long as a single 
soul's salvation remains undetermined. 


OUR CHAMPION 


This is mankind’s battle, and human 
souls—yours and mine—are the prize. 
Sut we do not fight alone. Our Divine 
Lord is Himself our leader and cham- 
pion. He makes it His battle, and in 
today’s Gospel we find Him exoreizing 
the demon who has taken hold of a soul. 
Satan obeys his Lord’s command, and 
frees his victim. And the reaction of the 
crowd that witnessed Christ’s victory 
many were full of admira- 
tion, but there were the ever-present 
critics, too. Their sneer, “By Beelzebub, 


is typical: 


the prince of devils, He casts out devils,” 
drew a logical refutation from the Son 
of God. “Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation. 
and house will fall upon house. If, then, 
Satan also is divided against himself, 
how shall his kingdom stand?” By 
these words, Incarnate Truth shows the 
absurdity of His opponents. And there 
is an echo of the divine communiqué 
issued in the Garden of Paradise: “I 
will put enmities between thee and the 
woman, and thy seed and her seed. She 
shall crush thy head, and thou shalt lie 
in wait for her heel” (Genesis iii: 15). 
In mankind's darkest hour, God drew 
the battle lines for incessant warfare 
More- 


over, He promised to send a champion, 


against the enemy of our souls. 


born of our race, who would crush our 
ancient enemy. 

In today’s Gospel, we behold our 
Champion in the lists. He grapples 
with the adversary, and—in this pre- 
liminary struggle—He, the God-Man, 
drives the demon from one whom he 


had possessed. It is a triumph that 
merits gratitude and praise. 
Undaunted by sniping attacks as He 
is fearless before the principal enemy, 
Our Divine Lord tells His hearers and 
us that everyone must “stand up and 
Neutrality is impossible 
in this conflict. Anyone who is not 
willing to enter the battle on the side of 
the Champion of Mankind is in the 
camp of the devil. “He who is not with 


be counted.” 


Ine is against me; and he who does not 
gather with me, scatters.” It is as simple 
as that. Coexistence is impossible. The 
demon may attempt to lull us into a 
He would like 


to have us think we are stronger than 


fulse feeling of security. 


we really are. His aim is to separate us 
from our Leader and Champion in order 
His pride, 
his rebellion, his hatred of God, continue 


to devour us more easily. 


as his voice reverberates through the 
vaults of eternity, “I will not serve.” 


OUR BATTLE 


Make no mistake; this is our fight. 
Our Divine Lord battles for us. It is 
for us that He came into the world. 
It is for us that He suffered and died. 
He tells us now that we must take sides. 
We must line up with Him, our Cham- 
pion, or we shall be counted in the ranks 
of Satan. It is an “either-or” proposi- 
tion. 

“No man can serve two masters” 
(Matthew vi: 24). We shall either serve 
(;od, or we shall serve God’s enemy, and 
our own enemy, too. We must make our 
decision now, or we lose by default. To 
serve God means to do the Will of God. 
It means to obey the Commandments of 
(;od and of Holy Church. It means to 
live up to the obligations of our own 
state of life conscientiously. 

Only a fool would underestimate his 
adversary. Our enemy has an intellect 
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far superior to ours. He was once an 
angel of light, endowed with angelic 
powers. Now, fallen from grace, a 
demon of perversion, he remains a being 
Without God’s 


help, we shall most certainly fail. Our 


of angelic intelligence. 


enemy is a spirit, and the weapons of 
our warfare will be spiritual ones. 
Giod’s grace is the indispensable source 
of our strength, and the sacraments are 
the principal channels of grace. We 
shall grow in strength as we increase in 
grace, and the more frequently and de- 
voutly we receive the Sacraments of 
Penance and Holy Communion the 
better able shall we be to conquer. 
Prayer, by which we are in communi- 
cation with the Commander-in-Chief, 


will give us access to divine wisdom and 
guidance. Penance, by which we dis- 
cipline our resources for this all-impor- 
tant, all-out battle, will keep us spirit- 
ually fit. 
to ward off the 


Alertness, constant vigilance 
“sneak attacks” of the 
enemy, Will deprive Satan of the clement 
of surprise. 

“When a strong man, fully armed, 
guards his courtyard, his property. is 
(Luke xi: 21). Our 
success in the battle with the devil will 


undisturbed” 


depend on our loyalty to our Divine 
Champion and our co-operation with 
His grace, the source of our strength. 
He calls on us now, in the midst of this 
Lenten season, to make the choice. Are 


we with Our Lord—or against Him? 


Laetare Sunday 


Priceless Spiritual Food 


“Whence shall we buy bread?” (John viz: 5). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) The multiplication of the loaves and 
fishes is a preview of the Eucharist. 

(2) In the Eucharist Our Lord gives Him- 
self to us as the food of our souls. 

(3) Seeming paradoz: Eucharist, price less 
privilege, yet Easter duty is com- 
mande d unde r pain of mortal sin, 


(4) Conclusion: By Communion Our Lord 


transforms us into Himself. 


It is seldom that all four Evangelists 
narrate a single event. They all give 
detailed descriptions of Our Lord’s last 
days upon earth. For the most part, 
though, St. John, who wrote his Gospel 
after the other three were well known, 
concerns himself with events which the 
other Evangelists have not covered. Al] 
four Gospel writers considered the inci- 
dent described in today’s Gospel to be 
of such importance that all have given 
us a detailed account of it. The multi- 
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plication of the loaves and fishes, the 
feeding of thousands with five loaves 
of barley bread and a few fishes, is cer- 
tainly a spectacular miracle. The event 
derives its chief importance, however, 
from the fact that it was a preview of 
the Eucharist. This miraculous feeding 
Was a preparation for the promise of 4 
feeding: — the 


vet more miraculous 


nourishing of human souls in Holy 
Communion. Our Lord made that 
promise to the same crowd on the very 
“T am the living bread that 
If any- 
one eat of this bread he shall live for- 
ever; and the bread that I will give is 
my flesh for the life of the world” (John 
vi: 51, 52). 


next day: 
has come down from heaven. 


SPIRITUAL FOOD 


Qur Lord intended to be understood 
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iiterally when He promised to give His 
own Body as food. St. John tells us 
that his hearers asked one another, 
“How ean this man give us His flesh to 
eat?” Our Lord replied: “Amen, amen, 
| say to you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man, and drink his blood, 
you shall not have life in you. He who 
eats my flesh and drinks my blood has 
life everlasting and [I will raise him up 
on the last day” (John vi: 538-55). And 
He was taken literally, so much so that 
st. John remarks, “Many of lis disciples 
therefore, When they heard this, said, 
Who can listen 
And they left 


‘This is a hard saying. 
to it?’ ”’ 
Him. 


Divine wisdom might have chosen 


(John vi: 61) 


many media in order to perpetuate His 
presence among His people. Our Lord 
selected food, the commonest food in 
human history, bread and wine, as the 
instruments of His Sacramental Pres- 
ence. He changed ordinary food into 
His Body and Blood because He wanted 
togive Himself to us as food—the food 
of our souls. The comparison between 
bodily food and Holy Communion is 
lamiliar to you. There is no one who 
needs to be told of the relation between 
proper nourishment and health. If a 
person does not eat regularly, he soon 
becomes aware of it. Hunger panes, 
dizziness, lack of energy make him pain- 
lully conscious of his need. Loss of 
Weight, serious illness, and finally death 
are caused by starvation. 

It ix a sad paradox that in this land 
of ours where the standard of living is 
highest, where the rate of physical 
hunger is low, the rate of spiritual 
hunger is alarmingly high. I refer now 
hot to those outside the Church who do 
not clearly understand their hunger and 
the means of satisfying it; rather I 
reler to the tragic numbers of our 
brothers and sisters in the Faith who 


have become strangers to their Kucha- 
ristie Lord. Only God knows how many 
there are who made their First Holy 
Communion with intense devotion and 
received Him frequently for a time and, 
like the Prodigal Son, are now far from 
their Father’s house. The angelie 
recorder knows those in this very parish 
Mass 


Soon we shall continue Holy 


who are deliberately missing 
today. 
Mass. 


will approach the altar rail to reeeive 
Our Divine Lord. All too many will 


In a few minutes many of you 


not. In most cases, the reason is insuffi- 
cient. A little effort, a small sacrifice, 
perhaps, making plans and taking time 
to go to confession—and so many more 


would be able to reeeive Our Lord. 
PRICELESS TREASURE 


You will remember that, in today’s 
Gospel, Our Lord posed a question to 
Philip, “Whenee shall we 
Anyone who 


buy bread 
that these may eat?” 
goes to the market or corner grocery 
these days knows well of the rising cost 
of most food for the family table. All 
the goods of this world have a price tag. 
We are often inelined to put a material 
evaluation on everything, and so we are 
often wrong. Holy Communion is a 
treasure that defies material evaluation. 
All the wealth of the world could not 
buy It, vet Our Lord gives It to us 
freely. The greatest thing that a per- 
In the Blessed 
Sacrament, Our Lord has done just that; 


son ean give is himself, 


He has given us Himself. 
PRECEPT 


Non-Catholics are sometimes scan- 
dalized when they hear that there is a 
law of the Chureh requiring us_ to 
receive Holy Communion at this time 
each year. There seems to be a con- 
tradiction between the fact that Catho- 
lies recognize their almost unbelievable 
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privilege in receiving Our Lord in Holy 
Communion and the fact that Catholies 
have to be compelled under pain of 
mortal sin to receive Our Lord once 
cach year. “Do you Catholies really 
believe that you receive Jesus Christ 
when you go to Holy Communion?” 
they ask. Although we assure them 
that we do believe it, the conduct of 
some of us causes them to shake their 
heads in doubt. 

There is not one person here today 
who has not heard frequent appeals to 
receive Our Lord regularly and often. 
If you love God and want to increase 
the love of God in your heart, receive 
communion as often as you can, and 
grow in the love of God. If you want 
to insure the salvation of your soul, 
receive Our Lord as often as possible; 
He is the food of your soul, nourishing 
and fortifying it against the tempta- 
tions and difficulties that threaten it. 
For those among you who are unmoved 
by pleas to receive Our Blessed Lord 
often, I offer the reminder that we are 
now half way through Lent. This is the 
time to fulfill the law of the Church re- 
quiring us to receive Holy Communion 
during the Easter time. The period for 


fulfilling this serious obligation will end 
Sunday. Don’t delay. 
Receive Our Lord as soon as you ean. 


on Trinity 


TRANSFORMING FOOD 


When we receive Holy Communion, 
Our Lord is physically present within 
us as long as the species of bread 
remains. During that quarter-hour we 
are living tabernacles, and God’s angels 
gather around us to adore the Divine 
Guest. And since the Eucharist is food, 
a union is established as between food 
and the person who eats it. But there is 
a difference. We do not transform Our 
Lord into our substance; He changes 
us into Himself. The lasting effect of 
Holy Communion is to subject our body 
more and more to the soul. The great 
St. Augustine places these beautiful 
words in the mouth of Our Lord: “I 
am the food of great souls. Grow and 
you shall be able to eat of Me. But 
you shall not change Me into yourself 
as you do material food; it will be you 
that shall be changed into Me” (Con- 
fessions, Bk. VIII, Ch. X, no. 16). “He 
who eats my flesh and drinks my blood 
has life everlasting and I will raise him 
up on the last day.” 


Passion Sunday 
Christ Rejected 


“If 1 speak the truth, why do you not believe Me? He who is of God hears the 
words of God. The reason why you do not hear is that you are not of God (John 
viii: 46, 47).” 


OUTLINE: 
(1) “He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not.” 


(2) The rejection of the Messias was the 


climax of a series of infidelities. 


(3) We can be led gradually to the rejection 
of Christ, by the neglect of the de- 


vout practice of our faith. 
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(4) Conclusion: “He who is of God hear: 
the words of God.” Keep in clos 
contact with God through pray 
Resist the very beginnings of sin. 


One of the saddest sentences in the 
entire Bible was penned by St. Jolin 
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when he wrote at the beginning of his 
Go-pel: “He came unto His own, and 
His own received Him not” (John I, 11). 
These few words sum up one of the 
vreatest tragedies of human history: 
the rejection of the long-expected Savior 
of mankind by the very people who had 
kept alive the hope of His coming dur- 
ing the centuries of waiting. One scene 
in this tragic drama of rejection is 
described in today’s Gospel. The place 
is the Temple of Jerusalem, the most 
sacred spot in the Jewish world. The 
time ix October of Our Lord’s last year 
on earth, the last day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles. In a few months He will 
undergo His bitter Passion in the very 
shadow of the Temple, and die on a 
Cross outside the wall of the Holy City. 


CONFLICT 


This visit to Jerusalem has been 
marked with conflict from the outset. 
Even before Our Lord’s appearance 
when the feast is half over, His name 
and deeds have been the subject of con- 
troversy among those attending the cele- 
bration. Some believe in Him, others 
consider Him an imposter. The Jewish 
authorities recognize Him as a threat 
to their position and are conspiring to 
Qur Lord walks 
courageously into this atmosphere of 


(lo away with Him. 


danger. He teaches openly in the 
He defends His right to 
teach, and proclaims His divine mission 
and the truth of His doctrine. 


temple area. 


“If I speak the truth, why do you not 
believe me?” He asks, and then He 
answers His own question, “He who is 
of God hears the words of God. The 
reason Why you do not hear is that you 
are not of God” (John viii: 46, 47). 
When Our Lord makes explicit claim 
to eternal existence, “Amen, amen, I say 
to vou, before Abraham came to be, I 
am” (v.58), His enemies take up stones 


to kill Him, and Our Lord hides Him- 
self. ‘“‘He came unto His own, and his 
own received him not.” 


REJECTION 


There were many religions in the 
world in Our Lord’s day. There was 
only one true religion. Only one saeri- 
fice pleased God—the one offered in the 
Temple of Jerusalem. The High-Priest 
of the temple was the official representa- 
tive of Almighty God. The Seribes and 
Pharisces were experts in the Law of 
Moses, the expression of the God’s will 
for the chosen people. The Jews were 
selected by God as His special people. 
His Prophets kept the promise of the 
Redeemer fresh in their memories. He 
chose a Jewish maiden to be the mother 
of His Son. Despite all this, “He came 
unto His own, and his own received him 
not.” 

Our Lord traveled the dusty roads of 
Palestine constantly during the three 
years of His publie life. Thousands saw 
Him, heard Him, talked to Him, wit- 
nessed His miracles. A pitifully small 
number became His disciples, and most 
of them were unlettered country people. 
His principal enemies were those who 
might be expected to be among His first 
followers—the leaders of the Jewish 
Why? 


“He who is of God hears the 


religion. Our Lord gives the 


reason: 


” 


words of God The reason they did 
not hear and accept Him is that they 
were not of God. ‘Their rejection of 
God’s Anointed One was the climax of a 
series of infidelities. 


ABUSE OF GRACE 


“He came unto His own, and His own 
received Him not.” How often these 
words are verified today! The chosen 
people of the New Testament, the sons 
and daughters of Holy Chureh, fre- 


quently deserve the criticism God 
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levelled against the Israelites of old: 
“This people honors me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me” 
(Matthew xv: 8). 


let our prayers become routine affairs, 


It is very casy to 


uttered mechanically and without recol- 
lection. It is so easy to neglect frequent 
and regular Confession and Communion. 
Our conscience may trouble us a bit at 
the beginning, but we are quick to find 
excuses for ourselves. Soon the con- 
We can 


~it through a sermon on the necessity 


science is no problem at all. 


of frequent Confession with searcely an 
uneasy thought. “Fine sermon,” we say 
to ourselves. “It ought to hit home with 
quite a few people | know. Who, me? 
I go to Confession fairly often. Not as 
often as I onee did, but I’m very busy 
these days. Anyhow, I don’t do much, 
venial sins mostly.”  Venial — sins 
mostly! One single mortal sin is enough 
to bury a soul in the pit of hell for all 
eternity. “Oh, I intend to go to Con- 
“Well, 


maybe next week or next month. Don’t 


fession,” we may say. When? 
worry, I'll go soon.”” It is quite obvious 
that a soul such as this is not worrying. 
Conscience has been very effectively 
silenced. The uncertainty of the mo- 
ment of death and the reality of the 
torments of hell do not move it to 
action. The exhortation to Confession 


has not registered. Why? “He who is 
of God hears the words of God.” This 
soul is not “of God” any longer. It has 
lost effective contact with God. It is 
not far from a complete rejection of God. 

Note that this rejection of God is a 
gradual process. It may extend over a 
long period of time. It begins with 
little infidelities. 
small things shall fall by little and 
little,” says the Holy Spirit (heclesias- 


“He that contemneth 


tieus xix: 1). It is precisely becaus 
this movement away from God is grad- 
ual and concerned in the beginning with 
apparent trifles that it is so full of dan- 
ger to even the devout soul. If the 
souls in hell today had realized that 
their first act of sloth toward their daily 
prayers, their first aet of toying with 
an oceasion of sin, their first little theft 
was placing them on the road to eternal 
damnation, we may be sure that they 
would have avoided that sin at all costs 
The safe rule, therefore, ix to resist the 
very beginnings of sin. Reject tempta- 
tions at onee. Stay close to God, pray 
constantly for guidance, and obey 
promptly the directives of conscience. 
“He came unto His own, and His 
own received Him not.” Tragie words 
God grant that they may never apply 
to us!) May we always be faithful to 


Him who came to earth to be our Savior! 


Palm Sunday 


Royal Procession 


“Behold thy King comes to thee” (Matthew xxi: 5). 


OUTLINE: 


(1) Palm Sunday commemorates a corona- 


tion procession, but the crown was 


made of thorns. 


(2) The Apostles and disciples expected 
Christ to claim the throne of King 


Darid. 
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(3) “My kingdom is not of this world di 
(4) Conclusion: Our Lord invites us to 
follow Him to Calvary, and share His 


victory there. 


Today is the beginning of Holy Week, 
and, with today’s procession of palms, 








Ou 








PALM SUNDAY 





— 


Holy Chureh lives again in her liturgy 
the last week of Our Lord’s earthly life. 
We shall live these next few days in the 
company of Jesus Christ as He com- 
pletes the work of our Redemption. 
We relive today His triumphal entry 
into the Holy City. But we want to see 
it not as the crowd did, considering it a 
demonstration of popularity and a step- 
ping stone to earthly power. We want 
to see it through the eyes of the Savior. 
[It represented no worldly triumph to 
Him. True, it was a coronation pro- 
cession. The King had come to His 
city. But the crown was to be one of 
thorns, and He was to be enthroned 
outside the eity gates—on the Cross. 


OTHER ROYAL PROCESSIONS 


When a ruler enters his kingdom, 
there is usually a celebration: a parade, 
a cheering crowd, a solemn inaugural. 
It has been so from the beginning. 
Sometimes there is a display of military 
might: flashing weapons, blaring bands, 
and marching men. To the spectators 
on that first Palm Sunday, to the cheer- 
ing throng that escorted Him, to His 
closest associates, the Apostles, this was 
a parade of a ruler in the finest worldly 
tradition. Solomon, King David’s son 
and suecessor, had been mounted on his 
father’s mule and accompanied by a 
rejoicing crowd as he went to his corona- 
tion. This demonstration was very 
similar, as Christ, seated on a donkey, 
was led along a road carpeted with the 
garments of His followers and branches 
irom the palm trees that lined the way. 
Here was the descendant of David, 
coming to claim His ancestral throne. 
“Hosanna to the Son of David” 
(Matthew xxi: 9). “Blessed is he who 
comes as king, in the name of the Lord” 
(Luke xix: 38). 

Many times the enthusiastic crowds 
had wanted to take Our Lord, by force 
if necessary, and make Him King. He 


had never permitted it. Why did He 
allow this demonstration now? The 
answer, of course, is that it Was part 
of the divine plan. Centuries before the 
prophets Isaias and Zacharias had de- 
scribed the seene: “Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Sion, shout for joy, O 
Behold thy 
King will come to thee, the just and 


daughter of Jerusalem. 


Savior. He is poor and riding upon an 
ass and upon a colt, the foal of an ass” 
(Zacharias ix: 9). This was Our Lord's 
last journey to Jerusalem. He knew it 
well. His crown would be of thorns; 
the Cross would be His only throne. 
As they were beginning their journey, 
He had told the Apostles: “Behold we 
are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son 
of Man will be betrayed to the chief 
priests and the Seribes; and they will 
condemn Him to death, and will deliver 
Him to the Gentiles; and they will mock 
Him, and spit upon Him, and scourge 
Him, and put Him to death; and on the 
third day He will rise again” (Mark x: 
33, 34). This sad prediction was mean- 
ingless to the Apostles at the time. In 
the excitement over the triumphal entry, 
it was completely forgotten. This was 
His hour, and theirs, too, they thought. 
His fortunes were rising, and they, His 
closest associates, would surely share 
His trimmph. 


NO EARTHLY KINGDOM 


If the Apostles had looked closely at 
Our Lord as He rode into the city, they 
would have discovered nothing of the 
conqueror in His bearing. They would 
have seen sadness, not joy, in His eyes. 
He would give voice to His sad thoughts 
ina few hours: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem! 
thou who killest the prophets, and 
stonest those who are sent to thee! How 
often would I have gathered thy 
children together, as a hen gathers her 
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young under her wings, but thou wouldst 
not!” (Matthew xxii: 37). The 
Apostles should have known that Jesus 
Was not interested in worldly prestige 
and power, or,even comfort. ‘The foxes 
have dens, and the birds of the air have 
nests,” He had said, “but the Son of 
Man has nowhere to lay his head” 
(Matthew viii: 20). 

When Our Lord was questioned by 
Pilate during His Passion, He made it 
clear that He was not interested in an 
earthly kingdom: “My kingdom is not 
of this world. If my kingdom were of 
this world, my followers would have 
fought that I] might not be delivered to 
the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is 
I am a king. This is 
why I was born, and why I have come 


not from here. 


into the world, to bear witness to the 
truth. 
hears my voice” (John xviii: 36, 37). 


Kveryone who is of the truth 


TRUE VICTORY 


“Behold thy king comes to thee.” We 
relive today Our Lord’s glorious en- 
trance into Jerusalem. No earthly mon- 
arch He. This is the King of ages who 
came to die in order that we might live. 
May the blessed palm which you re- 
ceive today remind you of Our Lord’s 
real victory. His triumph was not a 
Rather it was an 
everlasting spiritual victory over the 


material success. 
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powers of hell. Christ’s followers ex- 
pected the Palm Sunday demonstration 
to be the stepping stone to eartlily 
power. But He knew that the ovation 
He received was in itself an empty 
thing, the prelude to His suffering and 
death. The true path to vietory led in 
the opposite direction, to a low hil] 
outside the city wall, to Calvary. 

Qur Divine Lord sat silent upon the 
donkey’s back as the — procession 
arrived at the Temple. He knew it was 
a hollow triumph. The Hosannas of 
Palm Sunday, echoing through the 
Temple courts, would change — to 
“Cruecify!” on Good Friday. More than 
that, He knew full well that the Re- 
demption of the world would be accom- 
plished only by His death on the cross. 

Listen to your Savior as you join Him 
during this Holy Week: “If anyone 
wishes to come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me. For he who would save his 
life will lose it; but he who loses his 
life for my sake will find it. For what 
does it profit a man, if he gain the whole 
world, but suffer the loss of his own 
soul? Or what will a man give in ex- 
change for his soul? 
Man is to come with his angels in the 
glory of his Father, and then he will 
render to everyone according to his 
conduct” (Matthew xvi: 24-27). 


For the Son of 
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General Hzxecutive Organiza- 
tion in the School 


IV. By RIGHT REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


I HE PARENT is the teacher of 


primary right in the work of educating 


his child. Today, when the schools, par- 


ticularly in America, are constantly 
taking over responsibilities that prop- 
erly and fundamentally belong to the 
home, parents frequently forget that the 
primary right and the primary duty in 
the education of their child belongs to 
them. The pastor, as teacher of his 
flock, must from time to time remind 
parents that they have this right and 
duty, not by any concession from an 
earthly power, but in virtue of a divine 
In the words of the 1919 
Pastoral Letter of the Hierarchy, “par- 


ordinance. 


enthood, because it means cooperation 
with God’s design for the perpetuation 
of humankind, involves responsibility, 
and therefore implies a corresponding 
right to prepare for complete living 
those whom the parent brings into the 
world.” The duty of the parent to 
educate his child and his right to control 
the course of that education are derived 
from the very nature of the physical and 
spiritual relationship between parent 
and child. 


CANON AND CIVIL LAW ON 
PARENTAL RIGHTS AND DUTIES 


The Code of Canon Law _ clearly 
(delineates the obligation of Christian 
parents. In Canon 1113 we read: 


Parents are bound by a most grave 
obligation to provide to the best of 


their ability for the religious and 
moral as well as for the physical and 
civil edueation of their children, and 
for their temporal well-being. 
In Canon 1374 we learn: 
Catholic children must not attend 
non-Catholic, neutral, or mixed 
~chools, that is, such as are also open 
to non-Catholics It is for the bishop 
of the place alone to decide, according 
to the instructions of the Apostolic 
See, in what circumstances and with 
What precautions attendance at such 
schools may be tolerated, without 
danger of perversion to the pupils. 
Various decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States have from 
time to time insisted upon the primary 
right of the parent in the education of 
his child. These decisions have inter- 
preted the Fifth Amendment and the 
Fourteenth Amendment of the Consti- 
tution of the United States as safeguard- 
ing this right. In Meyer v. Nebraska 
(June 4, 1923) Mr. Justice McReynolds 
declared: “Corresponding to the right 
of control, it is the natural duty of the 
parent to give his children education 
In the 
famous Oregon case (June 1, 1925) the 


suitable to their station in life.” 
same eminent jurist vindicated the 
liberty of parents and guardians to 
direct the upbringing and education of 
children under their control. “The ehild 
ix not the mere creature of the State;” 
he wrote, “those who nurture him and 
direct his destiny have the right coupled 
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with the high duty to recognize and pre- 
pare him for additional obligations.” 


PARENTAL AUTHORITY PARAMOUNT 


In the Hawaii School Case (February, 
1927), the Supreme Court declared that 
the Act professing to regulate foreign 
language schools in Hawaii would 
deprive parents of fair opportunity to 
procure for their children instruction 
Which they think is important and we 
cannot say is harmful. The decision of 
the Supreme Court of Colorado enunci- 
ated the 
general control of children’s education 


following principles: — the 
ix in the hands of parents; the right of 
parents to have their children taught 
where, when, how, what, and by whom 
they may judge best, is among the 
liberties guaranteed by Section I of the 
Fourteenth Amendment of the United 
States Constitution. 

Both parents are charged, writes Dr. 
tvan in The Catholic Encylopedia, 
according to their respective functions, 
with the duty of sustaining and educat- 
ing the children of the family. Their 
moral and religious formation is for the 
most part the work of the mother, while 
the task of providing for their physical 
and intellectual wants falls chiefly upon 
the father. 
ponderating influence of the home in 


No one disputes the pre- 


early infancy, during the preschool years 
of the child. But there is abroad an 
assumption today that denies the parent 
any voice in the education of his own 
child. We must guard Catholic teachers 
in particular against the corrosive effect 
of this fallacy. The teacher in the 
Catholie school should be the last to 
forget that his delegation to teach comes 
from the parent, the first teacher of the 
child. 


school can infringe this right of parents. 


No modern development of the 


Keonomic and social conditions may and 
do make it impossible for the home to 
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carry on unaided the education of the 
children. “In the past,” writes Dr. 
Shields in his Philosophy of Education, 
“the home was the school which dom- 
inated the real and vocational education 
of the child, leaving to the school the 
formal training in the school arts and 
the details of higher culture.” 

The formal educational process as 
conducted in the school has grown 
apace, and many phases of this modern 
development of the school are an answer 
to a genuine demand. But parental 
authority remains paramount; the par- 
ent presides over the destiny of his child 
and should have a voice in controlling 
the character and the activities of the 
school. In ministering to the eduea- 
tional needs of children to the best of its 
ability, the school does not absolve 
parents from their educational duties 
toward their children and offers no justi- 
fication for parental neglect in_ this 
important matter. The responsibility 
for the child’s edueation belongs to the 
parent and must always remain there. 
He may delegate a part of this work to 
other agencies, but he can never escape 
the responsibility of overseeing his 
child’s edueation and of contributing to 
it In proper measure. 


PRIVATE ENTERPRISE IN EDUCA- 
TION—PLACE AND STRENGTH 


tecently (November 1955) _ the 
United States Hierarchy issued a state- 
ment entitled “The Place of the Private 
and Chureh-Related Schools in Ameri- 
‘an Edueation.” They first noted that 
“in America freedom guarantees 
to her citizens the widest latitude of 
individual expression within the frame- 
work of commonly held principles of 
justice, decency, and law.” The schools 
of the nation are a mighty mechanism 
in teaching freedom and preserving It. 
Our Christian concept of human liberty 
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eannot endure unless the schools of 
Ameriea be guaranteed their rightful 
freedom to teach the truth. We rejoice 
in the educational freedom we have in 
America. Our school system “embraces, 
together with the — state-supported 
schools, a whole enormous cluster of 
private and chureh-related schools.” 
These latter schools, serving a minority 
in America, are an integral part of the 
American educational system. They 
were the first in the field of American 
education, and from them “came the 
guiding intellectual and moral impulses 
which led to the definition and establish- 
ment of American freedom, no less than 
the leadership which launched the yvoung 
tepublic on her career in history.” 

Qur religious founders in this country 
provided, out of their slender resources, 
for the educational needs of their people. 
With pride we survey the development 
of Catholie education in America. The 
Catholic school, a joint product of the 
foresight of the Bishops and the 
enlightened generosity of the faithful, is 
no foreign importation, “but a sturdy 
native plant, a conspicuous example of 
a common religious impulse working 
under the favorable conditions of our 
Republie.” 

The American educational system is 
one of the major achievements of West- 
ern civilization. It has come very near 
tothe goal of providing adequate educa- 
tional opportunities for every American. 
We acknowledge the tremendous accom- 
plishment of the publie educational 
agencies. The plain physical fact of 
the school system is a matter for unan- 
mous congratulation. Unparalleled as 
is the growth of the schools supported by 
publie funds, “no less astonishing has 
been the growth and accomplishments 
of the private and church-related 
schools during the same relative period. 


-their record affords an even more 


impressive example of the American 
spirit of work, for it has been brought 
about not by the advantage of publie 
funds nor by the spur of legislative 
mandate, but by the free cooperation of 
those convinced of their importance and 
necessity.” 

Nor do these schools represent a 
diminishing force in the American edu- 
cational system. They are at least as 
vigorous today as the schools main- 
tained by public authority. Their ad- 
ministrators rejoice that these private 
and church-related schools in America 
exist not by sufferance but by right, a 
right “implicit in the whole concept of 
American freedom and immunity from 
totalitarian oppression and in the con- 
stitutional framework of our Federal 
government and of the several states.” 


LAW OF THE LAND MUST BE 
BUILT ON LAND OF NATURE 


The Bishops go on to tell us that “the 
right of the parent to educate the child 
has not been successfully challenged in 
any American court. The country 
agrees that this right is basie to the defi- 
nition of freedom.” In all education, 
the choice of the parent is decisive. 
The right of the state in education docs 
not extend to an arbitrary designation 
of the school the individual must at- 
tend. To the parent belongs the pri- 
mary right to exercise his choice accord- 
ing to his best wisdom and his con- 
science. The state “has no authority 
either to monopolize the field or to arro- 
gate to itself exelusive privileges and 
powers. The state, by definition, 1s not 
itself primarily an educative agency.” 

Thus far we have attempted to digest 
the November, 1955, Statement of the 
American Hierarchy. 
the right of the parent in the matter of 


In speaking of 


the child’s education, we beg the indul- 
gence of the reader to quote these para- 
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graplis of the Bishops’ Statement in full: 


The right of the parent to attend 
to the child’s education is, moreover, 
antecedent to any human law or insti- 
tution. It is vested in his very nature 
and is demanded as a fulfillment of 
his actual parenthood. In this it 
reflects the inviolability of the human 
person and his freedom under God. 

It is indeed a right which must be 
exercised in accordance with sound 
reason and consistently with the just 
demands of society, but it remains 
fundamentally intact in the parent’s 
keeping. It is a manifestation of the 
law of nature in concrete action. So 
it is that private and religious educa- 
tion in America rests upon the law of 
nature as well as upon the law of the 
land. 

For Catholic parents there is an 
additional imperative. As they 
willingly accept the obligations of 
their faith, they realize that the mind 
of the Chureh on so important a sub- 
ject as education cannot in conscience 
be ignored. As this mind is inter- 
preted for them by their spiritual 
leaders, the Bishops, they know that 
the circumstances of modern life de- 
mand the positive training of their 
children in the fundamentals of re- 
ligion, a training which cannot be 
soundly imparted elsewhere than in 
schools dedicated to the purpose. 

As conscientious Catholics, they 
“think with the Church”; with su- 
preme confidence in a divine wisdom, 
and with magnificent generosity, they 
have provided the indicated means, 
the Catholie school. 


CATHOLIC PHILOSOPHY APPLIED 


The practical application of the 
philosophy underlying the Bishops’ 
Statement is given in the Pittsburgh 
Handbook. Here paragraph 13 is de- 
voted to parents as part of the executive 
organization of the school. 


' Handbook of School Policies and Practices, 


Diocese of Pittsburgh, 1954. By Thomas J. 


Quigley, Ph.D., and John B. MeDowell, Ph.D. 
(School Office, 125 N. Craig St.. Pitt~burgh 
13, Pa.) 
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Parents, bound by the laws of the 
Church to establish the means of 
religious and moral education for their 
children, find themselves compelled to 
seek the assistance of the school in 
the fulfillment of this duty. It follows 
logically and necessarily that there 
must be mutual respect and coopera- 
tion between parents and school 
authorities. The school furnishes to 
the parents at regular intervals a 
written report of the pupil’s scholastic 
achievement and his attitude towards 
school. These reports are to be 
examined carefully by the parents. 
If the child is not meeting the required 
standards of the school, an interview 
with the child’s parents should be 
arranged. When failure of the pupil 
seems unavoidable, parents should be 
properly notified in advance of the 
probable failure, and not on_ the 
closing day of school. 

Parents not only have certain obli- 
gations and rights, but they must be 
helped to realize how to fulfill these 
obligations and execute their respon- 
sibilities. This can be done most 
adequately through the  Parent- 
Teacher Guild) which should — be 
formed in every parish maintaining 
a school. One of the principal aims 
of the PTG is to help parents develop 
those understandings, attitudes, and 
skills necessary to fulfill their role as 
educators. 

Though the complexity of our civili- 
zation has forced parents to accept the 
help that the school offers in the forma! 
education of their children, the parent 
never loses his primacy in the task of 
forming and fashioning his child. The 
furnishing to the parent of written 
reports of the pupil’s progres=. achieve- 
ment, and attitudes, is an acknowledge- 
ment of this primacy. As the first 
teacher of the child he is asked to come 
for an interview for the purpose oi con- 
sulting about the welfare of the child. 
Timely notice of possible failure gives 
the parent opportunity to make a wise 
decision in regard to his Child’. future. 
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We have dealt elsewhere? with the 
manner in which a Parent-Teacher 
Guild can contribute to the development 
by parents of the understandings, atti- 
tudes, and skills necessary to fulfill their 
role as educators. It is regrettable that 
fathers do not take the same interest 
in maintaining an active membership 
in the PTG as do the mothers of the 
parish, nor is the entire membership in 
many cases what it should be. In a 
parish of fifteen hundred families, it is 
likely that the parents of school children 
number about twelve hundred, yet it 
seems to be matter for congratulation 
when some two or three hundred attend 
a meeting. 

It must be said to the credit of the 
PTG that it is making a constructive 
effort to bring back the family and the 
home as vital factors in the educational 
process. Teachers derive great stimula- 
tion and encouragement when they see 
the parents of their pupils taking part 
in the constructive work of the PTG. 
With or without the agency of an organ- 
ization the parent can make certain 
definite contributions to the welfare of 
his own child and of the school 
generally. First he should preserve and 
promote the mental and physical health 
of the preschool child. In the second 
place the home or the parent should 
impart certain basic life-truths which 
can be made the foundation of the truth 
and information that the school seeks 
to convey. Moral principles and moral 
practice, for instance, must be ingrained 
by the home, or the school faces a hope- 
less task. No one can contribute better 
than the parent to developing within 
the child a proper attitude toward his 
school. All the child’s elders, especially 
those close to him, should scrupulously 


*Homitetic aNp Pastoran Review, Nov. 
1955. 


wvoid creating in the child’s mind any 
shadow of prejudice or disaffection for 
the school and its work. 

Finally, the parent should remember 
that the work of the school is prepared 
for in the home, particularly during the 
preschool years, and must be constantly 
supplemented by the instruction given 
in the home. The strength and idealism 
which youth requires as it faces the 
vicissitudes of life can be supplied only 
by fathers and mothers in whom 
strength and wisdom reside. 


EDUCAND IS GOD’S CHILD 


To be true to its purpose, the Catholic 
school must look upon the child as the 
focal point of attention in the organiza- 
tion of its program of studies and in 
its activity program, as well as in the 
selection of its administrative personnel 
and policies. This the Handbook speci- 
fies as the aim of the Catholie schools 
of the diocese. It defines the subject 
of Christian education as the child 
“whole and entire, soul united to body 
in unity of nature, with all his faculties 
natural and supernatural.” ‘Thorough 
consideration of the child as the subject 
of education was previously given in 
the first chapter of the Handbook (pp. 
8-11). There we read that the educator 
sees the child first of all as a creature of 
God, an individual, made in the image 
and likeness of God, destined for eternal 
life with God. ‘This nobility of origin, 
being, and destiny gives the child an 
inherent dignity not shared by other 
species of creatures; he is a free, think- 
ing, willing, responsible person. But 
the Catholic educator does not forget 
that the child is a physical being, an 
intelligent being, a volitional being, an 
emotional being, a religious being, a 
fallen being, and a_ social being. 
Catholic education does not ignore any 
of these aspects of his nature. 
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Pope Pius XI stresses the fact that 
man has fallen from his original estate, 
and though he is redeemed by Christ 
und restored to the supernatural con- 
dition of adopted son of God, he retains 
in his human nature the effects of orig- 
inal sin, the chief of which are weak- 
ness of will and disorderly inclinations. 
This means that the task of the teacher 
will never be an easy one, for as we 
read in the Book of Proverbs, “Folly is 
hound up in the heart of a child and 
drive it 
away.” ‘The Holy Father reminds those 
who would teach the child that “dis- 
orderly inclinations must be corrected, 


the rod of correction shall 


good tendencies encouraged and regu- 
lated from tender childhood, and above 
all the mind must be enlightened and 
the will strengthened by supernatural 
truth and by the means of grace, without 
which it is impossible to control evil 
impulses, impossible to attain to the full 
and complete perfection of education 
intended by the Church, which Christ 
has endowed so highly with divine 
doctrine and with Sacraments, the 
efficacious means of grace. 


”) 


NATURALISTIC SYSTEMS 
CONDEMNED 


Logically he condemns as unsound 
every method of education founded on 
the denial or forgetfulness of original 
sin and of grace. These naturalistic 
systems agree in relying upon the sole 
powers of human nature. They appeal 
to a pretended self-government and 
unrestrained freedom on the part of the 
child, diminish the teacher’s authority 
and action, and attribute to the child 
an initiative that makes him independ- 
ent of any higher law. It is folly for 
educators and philosophers to spend 
their lives in searching for a universal 
moral code of education, as if there 
existed no decalogue, no gospel law, and 
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no law of nature stamped by God on 


the heart of man. These pedagogic 


naturalists, while claiming to emanci- 
pate the child, are in reality making 
him the slave of his own blind pride and 
of his disorderly affections. Irrever- 
ently and dangerously, they claim that 
matters of education which belong to 
the supernatural order, as for example 
questions of priestly or religious voca- 
tion, should be submitted to research, 
experiment, and conclusions of a purely 
The Chris- 
tian educator has but to remember the 


natural and profane order. 


revealed teaching, “the Spirit breatheth 
where He will” (John ii: 8). 

Pope Pius XI speaks also of another 
grave danger, the naturalism which 
nowadays invades the field of education 
in that most delicate matter of purity of 
morals. These sex-education theorists 
falsely imagine “they can forearm youth 
against the dangers of sensuality by 
means purely natural, such as a fool- 
hardy initiation and 
instruction for all indiscriminately, even 
in public; and, worse still, by exposing 


precautionary 


them at an early age to the occasions, 
in order to accustom them, so it is 
argued, and as it were to harden them 
In their folly 
they ignore the experience of 


against such dangers.” 
facts. 
“Evil practices are the effect not so 
much of ignorance of intellect as of 
weakness of a will exposed to dangerous 
unsupported by the 
When private instrue- 


occasions, and 
means of grace.” 
tion in this matter is found necessary 
and opportune it should be given in all 
prudence by those who hold from God 
the commission to teach and who have 
the grace of state. 

The Holy Father disapproves of co- 
education. He calls to our attention 
that the two sexes “in keeping with the 
wonderful designs of the Creator are 
destined to complement each other in 
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the family and in society, precisely 
because of their differences, which there- 
fore ought to be maintained = and 
encouraged during their years of forma- 
tion, With the necessary distinction and 
corresponding separation, according to 
age and circumstances.” 


The analysis that the revered author 
of Christian Education of Youth gives 
of the environment with which the 
family, the Church, and the school can 
and should surround the schoolchild, is 
of great interest and importance. This 
shall be our next topic. 
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, Or KSTIONS Answ ERED 


By JOHN J. DANAGHER, C.M., J.C.D. 





Required Intention for 
Infant Baptism 


Question: I understand that, in the 
case of infants, the intention to receive 
the sacrament of Baptism is supplied by 
the Church. In the administration of 
this sacrament would the validity of the 
baptism ever be at stake where the 
questions and answers directed to the 
child, but actually answered by the 
sponsors, are concerned? This problem 
arises as the result of a baptism I had 
in which neither sponsor could speak 
English. I had some doubts about the 
reliability of the interpreter, and have 
been especially anxious about the 
question, “Wilt thou be baptized?” and 
the answer to that question. I do not 
think that the validity of the baptism 
would be affected by misunderstanding 
on this point, but would appreciate 
knowing your opinion. 

SACERDOS 


Answer: Lack of understanding, or 
even lack of intention, on the part of 
parents or sponsors or any other by- 
standers, will have no effect on the 
validity of an infant’s baptism, provided 
that the minister of the sacrament places 
form, and has the 

Consequently, any 
mistakes made by the interpreter or by 
the godparents, or even by the minister 
in making the customary interrogations, 
would not invalidate the baptism, pro- 
vided again that the matter and form 
and the minister’s intention to baptize 
be present. 


the matter and 
requisite intention. 


Moreover, misunderstand- 
ing or failure to answer the question, 
“Wilt thou be baptized?” would not 
ralidity. Neither 


affect would the 
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priest’s failure to ask the question make 
the sacrament invalid. ‘Therefore, the 
problems arising from language difficul- 
ties in the baptism here discussed need 
not cause concern about its validity. 


Chaplain and Missa Pro Populo 


Question: I am a chaplain living at 
a Catholic hospital. Besides my duties 
as resident chaplain, I also take care of 
& mission in a neighboring town, and 
receive the usual diocesan stipend given 
to a priest who cares for a mission. I 
would like to know whether or not I 
am obliged to say the Missa pro populo 
for the parishioners at the mission. 
CHAPLAIN 


Answer: The reply to this question 
depends upon the status of the mission 
of which the chaplain has charge. Ii 
the mission is canonically a part of 
another man’s parish, the chaplain is 
not obliged to the Mass. The reason is 
that the pastor of the parish has this 
obligation for all of his people, even if 
them habitually 
mission chureh. The obligation is his 


some of attend a 
personally, and giving care of a certain 
group of parishioners to another priest 
does not change the nature or extent of 
the pastor’s duty in this respect. This 
remains true whether or not the other 
priest, the chaplain in the present case, 
has been legally appointed as an assist- 
ant in the parish. 

On the other hand, if the so-called 
mission has or had the legal status of a 
parish, perhaps now in reduced circum- 
stances, without a resident pastor, the 
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situation is different. Usually, when 
these conditions occur, the priest in 
charge receives an appointment as vicar 
econome.' Sue an appointment brings 
with it the obligation of offering the 
Missa pro populo, because a vicar 
econome has all of the rights and duties 
of pastor in those things that pertain to 


» 


the care of souls.2 However, designa- 
tion as Vicar econome can be given only 
for a parish, not for a mission which is 
canonically only part of a parish. 

The vicar econome is often called an 
administrator, instead of being known 
by the more exact canonical name. 
Because the name “administrator” is 


sometimes also used to designate : 


=_ 


priest who manages the affairs of : 


~_ 


parish during the absence or the illness 
of its legal pastor, it is important to 
note that the term is then being used 
only in a wider sense. The administra- 
tor in this latter case is not a true vicar 
econome, whose office is to take care of 
a parish legally vacant, that is, of one 
which has no legal pastor.* 

The answer to Chaplain’s question, 
therefore, depends upon the canonical 
status of the mission which has been 
placed in his care. In all likelihood, 
the only certain source of information 
concerning the matter will be the Chan- 
cery Office, of which inquiry should be 
made in order that this practical doubt 
may be settled. There is question of 
grave obligations, because the Missa pro 
populo is involved, and one must take 
the necessary means to determine his 
personal obligations in this respect. 


Doubt about Marriage Delegation 


Question: In a recent marriage that 
I witnessed, I never did see the pastor of 
the parish personally about delegation, 





’ Cfr. Canon 472. 
? Canon 473, §1. 
* Cfr. Canon 472. 


422 


although the couple asked him if he 
would allow me to officiate. Later I 
asked both assistants whether I had the 
necessary delegation, and both of them 
assured me that I did. One of them 
added, “If you don’t, I'll subdelegate 
you.” I don’t know whether his state- 
ment was an act of subdelegation, or 
Was rather a statement about the future. 
At the time I went ahead and performed 
the marriage, but later I began to worry 
about it. Did I have sufficient basis 
for certitude, and if not, what should 
be done about the case now? 
PRESBYTER 

Answer: There is no reason to be 
disturbed about the validity of this 
marriage. In the circumstances, the 
assistant, despite the manner in which 
he expressed himself, certainly intended 
to subdelegate the visiting priest. It is 
clear from the provisions of Canon 199, 
§ 3, and those of Canon 1096, § 1, that 
an assistant who has received general 
delegation for marriages within the 
parish, can subdelegate a determinate 
priest for a determinate marriage. This 
rule has been confirmed by a response 
of the Code Commission.‘ 

Presuming, therefore, that the assist- 
ant in this case had general delegation, 
which is usually true in the United 
States, he was able to subdelegate the 
marriage 1n 
His saying, “If you don't 
(have delegation), I'll subdelegate you,” 
was evidently intended to supply any 


Visiting priest for the 


question. 


possible defect in authorization for a 
valid marriage. That was the whole 
point of the visitor’s inquiry, and the 
assistant’s answer would not properly be 
understood as referring only to action 
at some future time. 

The case, however, does emphasize the 
importance of being sure that the pastor, 
or other competent priest, has given the 
necessary authorization (delegation) for 


* Code Commission, December 28, 1927, Acta 
Apostolicae Sedis, XX, p. 61; Canon Law Di- 
gest, I, p. 541. 
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to you. Cumerford, Incorporated, 912 Baltimore 
Avenue, Kansas City 5, Missouri. ‘Telephone 
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a valid marriage. When arrangements 
for a wedding are made through a third 
party, for example, the bride or groom, 
there is danger that the pastor’s initial 
approval might be equivalent only to 
the permission required for lawfulness 
by Canon 1097. Certainly, the pastor 
can inform a visiting priest through a 
third party that he is giving him dele- 
Iiaus he done 


gation. The question is: 


so? Because Canons 1094 and 1096 
clearly require for validity of the 
marriage the giving of what is com- 


monly called delegation, the visiting 
priest is well advised to make inquiry 
in order to be sure that the pastor has 
If it is 
and if 


given the delegation. not cer- 
tain that he 


cannot be reached, the visitor is wise 


has done so, he 
to seek subdelegation from one of the 
assistants, so that there will be no doubt 


about the validity of the marriage. 


Sterility Tests for Women 





Question: While a parishioner of 
mine was a patient in a_ hospital 
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recently, she was approached by a 
doctor about taking a fertility test. 
When he asked her whether she was a 
Catholic, she began to wonder whether 
some question of morality is involved. 
Is there a separate, specific test for 
determining male and female fertility? 
How is the test performed for a woman, 
and are these means morally permis- 
sible? 

PAROCHUS 


Answer: The doctor’s question about 
the religion of the patient does give 
reason to wonder whether or not he 
contemplates some form of test which 
is morally objectionable. However, if 
he does, it is most likely that he pro- 
poses first to examine the 


husband to learn if the problem Jies with 


woman's 


A Catholic physician who was 
this 
should 


him. 
consulted 
that 
sterility test, unless and until her hus- 
Seemingly, 


about matter declared 


no woman undergo 4 
band has been examined. 
if this examination shows the husband 
to be sterile, there is no point in making 
tests of the wife, which would involve 
some inconvenience and at least some 
slight risk. 

There has been plentiful discussion 
of the 
sterility tests for men, and there is no 


various methods of mak : 
intention of undertaking such a aiscus- 
sion here. Suffice it to 


Father Gerald Kelly’s thorough treat- 


recommend 


ment of the matter in his Medico-Moral 
Problems. 
tary in Father 
excellent work 
which we quote: 


There is a briefer commen- 

Charles MeFadden’s 
Medical Ethics, from 
“Sterility in woman 
presents a scientific problems. ich taxes 
1 skill of the special- 
ist.. . . No particular moral problem, 


the knowledge : 


5 Medico-Moral Problems: Part II. By 
Gerald Kelly, S. J. (Catholic Hospital As- 
sociation of the United States and Canada. 
St. Louis 4, 1950), pp. 14-22. 

® Medical Ethics. By Charles J. McFadden 
OS.A. (Davis, Philadelphia, 1955), pp. 96-99. 
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however, is created by the study of 
female sterility.” 

The method described to the present 
writer by the physician whom he con- 
sulted is as follows. First, the medica] 
history of the patient is obtained, 
including information on her menstrual 
periods. Subsequently, there is injected, 
into the fallopian tubes a solution that 
will show up under X-rays. By this 
means it is learned whether or not the 
passages are open. Briefly, in nonmed- 
ical terms, the situation Was summed up 
in this manner. If the wife is having 
her monthly periods, and if the tubes 
and passages are open, she is not sterile. 
The trouble is with the husband’s seed 
(presuming that various other possible 
sources of difficulty have been elim- 
inated from the case). 

Certainly the procedure here de- 
scribed is not immoral. However, one 
danger against which precautions must 
be taken during the process described 
is an embolism, that is, in this ease, the 
introduction of an air bubble into the 
reproductive tract when the solution for 
the X-rays is being inserted. 

Therefore, when sterility tests are 
deemed to be necessary, the safest 
course is to entrust the case to a com- 
petent medical man who known to 
be guided by sound moral principles. 
Immoral means of testing male fertility 
are certainly not uncommon, and the 
greatest problem, perhaps, is that moral 
considerations in this matter are lightly 
dismissed as being of no importance. 
Hence, there is special reason in these 
eases for having assurance that one’s 
physician does not make use in his tests 
of methods that are forbidden by the 
law of God. 


Marriage Validation and 
Birth Prevention 


Question: I have encountered 4 
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problem in attempting to validate a 
marriage attempted civilly by two of 
my parishioners some twenty years ago. 
The man is in his mid-forties, and the 
woman is still of childbearing age. 
They have been practicing birth control 
since the time of the attempted 
marriage, and they have no children. 
In the pre-nuptial questionnaire, both 
parties replied that they know the 
primary purpose of marriage to be the 
procreation and education of children. 
However, they both answered “No” to 
the question, “Do you intend to enter 
this marriage with such a purpose?” 
The reason given by the man was that 
he would be too old by the time any 
child of theirs had grown up, and the 
woman agrees with him. What is to be 
done in this case? Can the marriage 
be validated, when the couple persists 
in practicing birth control? 

tEADER 
apparently no 


Answer: There is 


doubt in this case that the parties intend 
How- 
ever, because the problem presented by 


to continue practicing onanism. 
the two answers in the pre-nuptial 
questionnaire could arise in other cases 
where the intention of the parties is not 
so evident, we shall make a distinction 


or two for the sake of completeness. 
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If a couple meant only that they 


were not seeking validation of the 
marriage for the express purpose of pro- 
creating offspring, but rather, for ex- 
ample, in order to return to the sacra- 
ments, their attitude would not prevent 
validation of the union. However, this 
would be true only if they honestly 
intended to enter the marriage contract 
as it was established by God, and it 
they were 


prepared to accept. any 


children who might be conceived. I 
this were truly their intention, the nega- 
tive answer in the questionnaire would 
not correctly represent their mind, and 
the answer should be rectified in writing. 


On the other hand, if the negative 
answer indicates the intention of doing 
something to avoid having children, a 
If they 
intend to make use of the so-called 


further distinction is in order. 


rhythm method to avoid conception, 
invalid 
marriage, because the intention of one 


there is some risk of an 
or both parties might be such as to 
exclude the right (jus) to the conjugal 
act, at least for certain times. This risk 
could be avoided by explaining the 
nature of the consent that must be given 
for a valid marriage, and by warning 
against conditions and intentions which 
might invalidate the contract. 

The intention to make use of the 
rhythm method, especially if it be only 
for a time because of particular circum- 
stances, does not necessarily prevent a 
valid and lawful marriage. Even if th 
parties apparently have no justifying 
reason for doing so, their lack of a 
sufficient cause would not prevent their 
marriage. However, especially in 4 
validation such as the present one, 1 
the priest learns that the contracting 
parties are of a mind to make use of 
rhythin permanently, he would do well 
to make this fact known to the Ordinary 


when he applies for faculties and neces- 














Ap 

















(JUESTIONS ANSWERED 





~ury dispensations. The priest will then 


be protected against subsequent false or 


inistaken assertions about his co-opera- 
tion In an unlawful act. 
All 


present Case, the answers of the parties 


things being considered in 
sccm to indicate clearly their intention 
of continuing to practice contraception. 
If that be so, the pastor cannot law- 
fully proceed to validate their union. 

The reason for this is expressed in the 
well 


(Congregation of 


Instruction of the Sacred 
the 


cerning the investigations to be made 


known 
Sacraments con- 


before marriage.? Because of their 


importance to any case, validation or 
not, in which the parties manifest the 


intention of practicing onanism, certain 


paragraphs from the Instruction are 
given here. 

The examination of the parties 
prior to marriage must also efiec- 
tively repress that abominable 
practice, which, owing to human 
depravity, has in certain places 


become a plague to Christian mar- 
riage. For there are some, especially 
in larger cities, who, in defiance of 
canon law dare to contract marriage 
with a condition or intention which 
either suspends it or invalidates it, 
und thus supply themselves with a 
subterfuge for later shaking off the 
yoke and so marrying again. 


If such a case arises, the pastor 
must strive by all means to avert the 
parties from attaching such intentions 
and conditions to their mariage, and 
if these have already been formulated, 
he must bring about their retracta- 
lion. 


Let him (the pastor) get an answer 
on this point from the groom as 
regards himself and the bride, and 
Irom the bride for herself and the 
groom. . . . If there is a doubt 
about it, or if there arise from the 
answer of the party or from any other 


a. ol thre 


Sacraments, June 29, 1941, Acta 
Apo tolicae 


Sedis, XXXIII, p. 297; 
Law Digest, I1, pp. 253-276 


Canon 


the 
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source the suspicion that he intends 
to attach to his marriage any contrary 
intention or condition, the pastor shall 
proceed as follows. 

He should remind the party of the 
doctrine of the Church, namely, that 
parties who in contracting marriage 
attach to it intentions and conditions 
which are in any way opposed to its 
validity, commit a sacrilege, enmesh 
themselves in an almost endless mass 
of sins, and moreover cannot attack 
such a marriage to get a declaration 
of nullity; finally, that the pastor 
cannot assist at such a marriage. He 
must also tell them plainly that con- 
cealment in this matter will do no 
good. On this point he must require 
an answer. 

If a party says that he has attached 
or intends to attach intentions or con- 
ditions of this sort to the marriage, 
the pastor must make every effort to 
induce him to retract them. If he 
declines, the pastor should refuse to 
assist at the marriage. If, on the 
other hand, the party changes his 
mind, the pastor should mark in the 
record a declaration of such change 
of intention. Then he should ask 
whether the party knows of any such 
condition or intention having been 
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made or to be made by the othe: 

party, and if so, what it is. In case 

there is anything of the kind, he shal! 
follow the same procedure with the 
other party. 

In the case proposed by Reader, 
because the parties intend to practice 
contraception, if they persist in that 
intention, the pastor has no choice but 
to inform them that he is forbidden to 
validate the marriage. Perhaps, if this 
be made known to them kindly but 
firmly, the refusal will bring them to 
their senses, especially if the dangers of 
their present spiritual state be empha- 
sized. There have been cases in which 
courteous but forthright presentation of 
the law of God and of the Church in 
this matter has resulted in a change of 
heart, and in unconditional acceptance 
of the marriage contract as it was insti- 
tuted by Almighty God. If the parties 
are unwilling to make this acceptance, 
the fault lies with them, and the priest 
must refuse to assist at the marriage, or 
to validate a marriage already unlaw- 
fully attempted. 
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Weaknesses of the United Nations 

THe UNITED NATIONS: PLANNED Tyr- 
ANNY. By V. Orval Watts (The 
Devin Adair Company, New York, 
1955). 149 pp. Foreword by Clar- 
ence Manion. 

This is by no means an adequate 
probing of the weaknesses and dangers 
of the United Nations. But the essay 
does bear up its thesis: the world or- 
ganization is a movement toward a 
world state that will lower the American 
flag along with those of all other na- 
tions, a reaction toward the absolutism 
tevolu- 
tion, and a collectivist scheme aimed at 
the final destruction of the individu- 
alism upon which the United States 


overthrown by the American 


was founded. 

These truisms should not startle the 
reader who has been awake in recent 
years. Collectivism is the almost uni- 
versal creed of the modern intellectuals. 
It has been inherent in world planning 
since the days of Wilson and _ before. 
It was inevitable that the collectivist 
creed would be injected into the United 
Nations by the intellectuals 
Individualism, on the other 


who 
spawned it. 
hand, at least in economic and political 
matters, has been in full retreat since 
the Civil War. The fact that in an 
isolated field such as freedom of ex- 
pression the liberals hold to libertarian- 
ism only serves to highlight the picture 
of individualism as now a disjointed 
and discredited philosophy— an anach- 
ronism of the days when people did 
not have the common sense to rely upon 
Big Brother for the solution of their 
problems. 


Still, some of the revelations in The 
United Nations: Planned Tyranny may 
startle many readers as much as they 
did this reviewer: a relating of how 
American troops in war games have 
actually “attacked” the United States 
coast in the name of the United Nations, 
seizing American communities and haul- 
ing down the American flag to replace 
it with the UN’s is portentous enough. 
But Dr. Watts makes some other simple 
analyses in this essay that hit like a 
bombshell when their full impact is 
appreciated. 

The author makes an elementary 
comparison of the some of the guaran- 
Human 
with the well-known protec- 


ties in the “Covenant on 
Rights” 
tions of our own Bill of Rights. 

The UN 


declares: 


document, for example, 
“Freedom to manifest one’s 
religion or beliefs shall be subject only 
to such limitations as are pursuant to 
law. ...” As Dr. Watts so succintly 
puts it: “This means that freedom of 
religion shall be suppressed only so 
far as a Government wishes to suppress 
it.” Far from being inalienable, as 
individual rights are in the traditional 
American natural law 
rights under the collectivist code of the 


concept, such 
UN are at the mercies of the organiza- 
tion. 

Dr. Watts has done a service if only 
in bringing this fact to the attention of 
The difference is by no 
means subtle or legalistic—it is philo- 
sophically basic. We would be ill- 
advised to revert once again to the posi- 
tion we were in before the Revolution 

-with our rights at the mercies of 


Americans. 
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King and Council—rather than recog- 
nized as the impregnable and untouch- 
able gifts of God. 

The author points out two other sig- 
nificant examples of the Covenant of 
Human Rights vulgarization of sacred 
things which Americans said were based 
on the “law of Nature and of Nature’s 
(iod.” The UN Covenant puts both 
the right of assemblage and the right to 
information under restrictions “as pro- 
vided by law.” Tyranny, when it 
operates in public view at all, always 
operates under the color of legality. 
Thus are law-abiding citizens supposed 
to be sweetly yoked by due enactment, 
and the sign and seal of the sovereign 
become the fetters worn, so the rulers 
hope, proudly in the name of legality. 

Combine these fundamentals with the 
fact that there is a known heavy infil- 
tration of the United Nations by Com- 
munists, not only from behind the 
curtain, but from the Western Nations, 
and you have a powerful argument for 
free men to beware of an organization so 
overweening in its claims and so univer- 
sal in its activities. 

The Western world has warning 
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enough from the late Stalin: “The 
amalgamation and collaboration of na- 
tions within a single world system of 
economy constitutes the material basis 
for the victory of socialism.” This 
truth, taken in conjunction with the 
other evidence which Dr. Watts sum- 
mons to this thesis, constitute a red light 
for Americans tempted to take the 
United Nations complacently. 

Not all of the author’s analogies, ap- 
plications and alarms bear up, it seems 
to this reviewer. But the whole is suf- 
ficiently well drawn to show, as the au- 
thor intends, that United Nations could 
well be a trap in which the last great 
haven of individualistic liberty will be 
entangled and submerged. 

And this essay should have far enoug): 
weight to provide, as Clarence Manion, 
former dean of the Notre Dame Law 
School, says in his foreword, a “clinch- 
ing argument for the speedy adoption” 
of a Constitutional Amendment protect- 
ing American sovereignty. This protec- 
tion as a minimum would submit all 
treaties as far as they might effect inter- 
nal United States law to Congress; it 
would further make invalid every treaty 
provision contrary to the Constitution. 

Undoubtedly the international “do 
gooders” and the progressivists will see 
Dr. Watts as a reactionary alarmist. 
They have said much the same of the 
warnings of Dean Manion. 

But they can only maintain that 
stand by ignoring the fundamentals of 
philosophy and the facts of modern po- 
litical action. The strongest argument 
for changing the world’s most successful 
system for freedom is some vague ex- 
pedieney, some vogue for change in the 
name of a nameless betterment. 

Dr. Watts has shown himself enough 
of a political philosopher to answer 
them, as he has done, if not definitively, 
at least highly successfully, in The 
United Nations: Planned Tyranny. 

FRANK Morriss 
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Is there any difference in Book Clubs? 

Yes. 

What difference? 

They range from clubs that offer a steady diet of smut to clubs 
presenting spiritual reading; from clubs aimed at the general 
public to clubs directed to the specialist; from clubs satisfying 
with drivel the run-of-the-club reader, to clubs conscientiously 
trying to help the serious reader. 

What advantages do they offer? 

Frequently none. But if a club offers the kind of books you want 


to read, you can simplify your book buying troubles and make 
substantial savings at the same time. 


What kind of a club should I join? 


Perhaps none. But if you find such authors as Romano Guardini, 
Thomas Merton, Ronald Knox, Henri Gheon, Sigrid Undset, 
Caryll Houselander, Evelyn Waugh, Jacques Maritain, Antonia 
White, G. B. Stern, Daniel-Rops, Christopher Dawson, and 
Hilaire Belloc your kind of authors—in short, if you are interested 
in reading as a means of education and mental and _ spiritual 
growth as well as entertainment—and if you don’t want to be 
loaded up with fancy bonus books you won’t particularly want, 
but prefer instead a direct discount on every purchase (ranging 
from 25 to 40%) you might be interested in the Thomas More 
Sook Club. That depends strictly upon your interest in the 
selections it offers. 


What are some of these selections you seem to be so proud 
of? 

Right, we are proud of them. They've been picked for adult 
Catholic readers who want something stimulating, provocative, 

. . x . . 
even some controversial reading; but above all, intelligent, ca- 
pable writing. If you enjoyed or wanted to read “Pillar of Fire,” 
The Lord,” “Protestant Catholic Conflicts,” “Beyond the Glass,” 
? e 

“Sign of Jonas,” “Viper’s Tangle,” “The Making of a Moron,” 
“Dead Man in the Silver Market,” “Martin Luther,” “Mary 
Mother of God,” “Pardon and Peace,” “My Daily Prayer,” or 
“Catholicism in America,” then the Thomas More Book Club is 
definitely the one for you. 


How do I join? 


Ah, you got the point! Write two words (no more, no less) on a 
post card and send it with your name and address to Department 
£, The Thomas More Book Club, 210 W. Madison Street, 
Chicago 6, Illinois—the two words: “Send information.” 
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Sources of Theology 


INTRODUCTION ‘To ‘THEOLOGY, ‘Theology 
Library, Vol. 1. Edited by A. M. 
Henry, ©.P.;* translated from the 
French by William Storey (Fides 
Publishers Assoc., Chicago, 1955), 
pp. xiv+-306. $5.95. 


The present volume is not a full-scale 
introduction to theology, but, as the 
title of the French edition informs us, 
Like 


the other volumes in the series, it at- 


a study of the sources of theology. 


tempts to bridge the gap between the 
seminary textbook and the ordinary 
popularization in language that is 
easily intelligible to the contemporary 
educated Catholic. Conceived as a 
vital exposition of the truths of the 
faith rather than as a defense of their 
legitimacy, the book seeks to fulfill 
what is obviously a very definite need. 

Since the Introduction is a co-opera- 
tive venture (the work of seven Domini- 
“ans and a prominent art critic), it 
must be described and evaluated both 
in its individual studies and as a com- 
pilation. As a collection which treats 
of the major sources of theology, the 
work suffers from a notable lack of pro- 
portion. Such primary fonts as the 
Councils (three pages) and the Creeds 
(six pages) are almost passed over, 
while the relatively minor sources of 
Christian art (thirty-two 
given great emphasis. 


pages) is 
Indeed, Gregor- 
ian chant, which is not a source, accord- 
ing to the author (cf. p. 240), occupies 
a good twenty-six pages of the book. 
Perhaps most surprising of all is the fact 
that the chapter on liturgy (forty-eight 
pages) contains an eight-page appendix 
on calendar reform, a subject that has 
little or no connection with theology. 
As a result of this rather lopsided allot- 
ment of space, the over-all evaluation of 
the fonts is extremely uneven. 
Equally regrettable, though perhap- 


134 


understandable, is the lack in all studie-, 
except that on liturgy, of precise and 
accurate norms for the use and interpre- 
The difficult matter 
of the interpreting of conciliar docu- 
ments, for example, is relegated to a 
footnote on page 20. It is to be hoped 
that these ommissions will be remedied 
in future editions. 


tation of the fonts. 


Despite the over-all lack of propor- 
tion, some individual contributions are 
aut once stimulating and in accord with 
the purpose of the book. The chapter 
on the liturgy contains some valuable 
notes on the use of this source and on 
its methodological handling. Fr. Dal- 
mais’ treatment of the tradition of the 
Oriental Church and M. Pichard’s study 
of Christian art both show the poten- 
tialities which these loci have for the 
enrichment of theology. 

Some of the most basic chapters of 
the book, however, need a careful re- 
working. The general treatment of the 
sources of the Christian faith contains 
several passages which are ambiguous 
and liable to mislead all but trained 
theologians. Thus Pére Liégé says (p. 
Bale that the first infallible cri- 
terion of Tradition is the unanimity of 
Christian feeling, a unanimity which 
does not constitute a teaching authority 
(magisterium).” Even granting that 
“feeling” is a poor translation of the 
French “sens,” there appears to be a 
confusion of a source with a criterion. 
Since the lack of such fundamental dis- 
tinctions is rather general, the chapter 
is confusing and may be dangerous for 
the uninitiated. 

Pére Dubarle’s introduction to Scrip- 
ture is difficult to 
While he gives a short and useful expla- 
nation of inspiration, his treatment of 
inerrancy lacks precision. No definite 
rules are given for determining what 
are the real affirmations of the author, 


rather evaluate. 
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By Acostino Geme ut, O.F.M., M.D. A long- 
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Freud, Jung, and their followers. By the Chairman 
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By Herman Dossetstein, M.D. A practical 
guide to the recognition of psychoses and to coun- 
seling the mentally ill. $3.00 
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with the result that the reader is left 
with no clear ideas as to what portions 
are Without error. The chapter is also 
marred by sueh unconfirmed and dubi- 
Gus statements a§ the following in whieh 
the author states that with great proba- 
bility “ there is no subject in the 
Christian faith that Seripture cannot 
throw light upon, in other words, that 
Scripture contains the whole of Revela- 
tion’ (p. 74). 

The final chapter of the book, “The- 
ology: The Seience of Faith,” contains 
some provocative material on the 
method of teaching and studying the- 
ology, but is rather disappointing in 
that if presents no clear ideas on the 
end and methods of scholastie theology. 
The purpose of the book would seem to 
demand such a presentation, since the 
larger part of the intended audience 
will need such information in distin- 
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guishing What is of faith from what is 
only the result of theological construc- 
tion. 

Though the translation is, on the 
whole, adequate, a certain literalness 
renders any passages vague and diffi- 
cult for the English reader. Occasional 
omissions (‘“concretely” on p. 18, 1. 7), 
and obvious slips (“seeond” for “fifth” 
p. 26, 1. 7) should be remedied in future 
editions. 

Taken as a whole, then, the book does 
not seem to attain the goal which the 
authors have set for themselves. Unless 
the book is used under direction or by 
those who have formal theological train- 
ing, it will lead to a rather unbalanced 
view of theology. However, the aim of 
the book is so commendable, and the 
need envisaged so real, that it is to be 
hoped that subsequent editions may im- 
prove to such an extent that the volum« 
will bridge the gap between a seminary 
text and mere popularizations. 

THomas M. Garrett, S.J. 


Psychiatry and Faith 
FairH, REASON AND MovEeRN Psycuia- 
trRY. Edited by Francis J. Braceland, 

M.D. (P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New 

York), 310 pp. $6.00. 

A glance at the ten articles that com- 
prise this work will bear out that the 
editor has ably and creditably selected 
a competent list of contributors as well 
as having organized a list of topies 
which are so closely integrated that he 
is able with ease to bridge over to the 
next topic by means of a coordinating 
half page or so of penetrating comments. 

The biographical notes on the con- 
tributors assure the reader of exposure 
to a series of highly trained, eminently 
qualified and, from their subjects, quite 
religious individuals. This reviewer 
would consider that Doctors Braceland, 
Allers, Zilboorg and Stern are out- 
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For every priest who wishes to continue to 
grow in the subject of his specialty, we sincerely 
recommend the Theology Library. Inspired by 





the great synthesis of St. Thomas, a team of 
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and presented this six volume Theology Library. 


The late Cardinal Suhard stated: ‘“The hour 
has struck when the greatest service that can 
be rendered to the Church and her sons is the 
making of a Christian Summa of the world now 
taking shape.’’ Until the day when a more 





perfect synthesis will be created along this 





line, we humbly present the Theology Library. 
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standing representatives in his field, 
Psychiatry. They are buttressed by 
two Spanish physicians, one a psychia- 
trist and the other a historian. 
pher V. Ek. Smith, Psychologist Father 
Mailloux, Anthropologist Dorothy Don- 


Philoso- 


nelly and Theologian Father Aumann 
round out this impressive erudite group. 

For the busy phychiatrist, this book 
presents a store of material that must 
be digested in small morsels for full ab- 
sorption. Dr. Braceland was _ fore- 
sighted enough to warn against “rough 
going” on the essay “Study of Man” by 
Dr. Smith. The reviewer feels that 
equally busy priests would find similar 
going on Dr. Lopez Ibor’s “Psychiatry 
and the Existential Crisis.” 

Any one person would naturally point 
out a particular chapter as being most 
illuminating or most fruitful, ete. Dr. 
Lain Entralgo’s discussion on “A Theol- 
ogy of Illness” might be high on such a 
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list. His contribution gives a balanced, 
well-directed account of illness, healing, 
sin and their interrelationship. One’s 
approach to suffering as an “impenetra- 
ble mystery” in this chapter allows for 
similar interpretation for such questions 
put to the therapist and the priest by 
patients and penitents who rationalize 
their lack of full acceptance of Christi- 
anity with its demands and sacrifices. 
For example, the time-worn “But if God 
is good, why does He allow wars?—or 
famine?—or floods and hurricanes?” 

“Sanctity and Neurosis” stirs up a 
strong feeling of enlightenment and 
satisfaction much as did Karl Stern’s 
discussion in the “Third Revolution” of 
asceticism and psychoses. In clinical 
practice many factors within the physi- 
cian himself, or the situation tend to 
emphasize the abnormal aspects of be- 
havior. Fr. Aumann and Dr. Stern 
present those of us who are exposed to 
statements such as “Joan of Are was a 
schizophrenic” or “All the Prophets 
were paranoid schizs” with a source of 
deep understanding, be it for purposes of 
rebuttal or for own spiritual 
growth! 

In summary, this is a worthwhile book 


one’s 


for any priest or psychiatrist to have in 
his library for purposes of periodic re- 
orientation and reference. It should 
grow on one, especially the chapters 
covering Interpenetration, with re-read- 
ing at a more leisurely pace. There 
might be limited appeal to doctors, 
nurses and social workers. Whoever 
reads it should further reinforce ideas 
which have become increasingly preva- 
lent in the literature to the effect that 
psychiatry and religion are not mutu- 
ally exclusive, that each has to treat a 
particular domain which the other 
should respect and not encroach upon. 


Santino F. Lanpo, M.D. 
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A 17th Century Anglo-Catholic 
3isHOoP) LANCELOT ANDREWES. By 

Maurice F. Reidy, 8. J., (Loyola 

University Press, Chicago, 1955), pp. 

xi-237, with bibliography and index. 

$3.50. 

Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, Laud have 
too long, but not unnaturally, preémpted 
the attention of English Reformation 
hibliophiles. Is it not refreshing to have 
an opportunity to pursue the rediscovery 
of an eminent Reformation Anglican 
prelate, Lancelot Andrewes, quondam 
bishop of old Winchester, Hants? It 
will be remembered that this prominent 
See was once administered by Bloody 
Mary’s mighty Lord High Chaneellor, 
Stephen Gardiner, and that this prelate 
blessed Mary’s ill-starred marriage with 
Spanish Phillip in Winchester’s entrane- 
ing gothie cathedral. 

Lancelot Andrewes’ seventy-one years 
spanned the entire era of Eliza’s estab- 
lishing her State Church. Born 1555, 
within the diminishing shadow of the 
Marian reaction, and living on far into 
the reign of Scottish Jamie Stuart, 
staunch theorizer of the Divine Right 
of Kings, finally to die, 1626, famed 
bishop of Winton, Andrewes was surely 
no mediocre Anglican prelate. If any- 
thing, his episcopal career mirrored what 
must have been the highest ideals to be 
found in the run-of-the-mill Anglican 
hierarchy, 

Yet, it is not Bishop Andrewes’ sue- 
cessful climb to fame as a Protestant 
erastian bishop that recommended him 
to Fr. Maurice Reidy as the subject 
of a distinguished volume. Perhaps we 
should invite the biographer himself to 
satisfy our curiosity on this point. His 
purpose in disinterring from the limbo 
of all-but-forgotten historical figures 
the dry bones of Lancelot Andrewes was 
that he might rehabilitate him by pre- 


senting him “as an historical figure | 
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whose importance in the development of 
Anglicanism commands our attention.” 

sishop Andrewes “commands” the 
attention of his biographer chiefly be- 
cause he was the preacher of the Jaco- 
bean age, the preacher of an age which 
was dominated by the pulpit and not 
by the discarded altar. Fortunately, 
however, it was a pulpit which served 
not only as the sounding board for con- 
troversy and agitation, but which also 
served “as the platform for high and 
Within 


the charmed cirele of the English pulpit 


noble theological discourse.” 


sishop Andrewes wove the spells which, 

judging from the excerpts provided by 
Fr. Reidy, must certainly have held his 
listeners literally spellbound. 

In spite of the acknowledged fact that 
the preacher’s sermons died along with 
him, his biographer must be congratu- 
lated for his tenacity in analyzing a 
multitude of them, and hewing from 
them a definitive portrait of a dis- 
tinguished court preacher of the seven- 
The author is to be 
doubly complimented because he satis- 


teenth century. 


fied an obligation to investigate ancient 
homilies long “entombed so deeply in a 
‘dreary cemetery of literature,” in 
order that his research might reveal the 
fact that these sermons stand today “as 
a cold memorial to the early struggle 
and growth of the Anglican Church.” 





YOU CAN PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 


Our experience in promoting books—theological, scholarly, 
fiction and General for religious, educational and lay markets 
can help you. Write for free brochure, We can Publish Your 
Book, which describes our cooperative publishing plan. 


EXPOSITION PRESS, INC., Dept. H-66 


386 Fourth Ave., New York 16, N. Y. 
In Calif.: 9172 Sunset Blyd., Hollywood 46. 





é \ CALL TO WORSHIP 
a carillonic bells « chimes 


Chimes starting as low as $396.00 


Write for complete information to 


MAAS:ROWE CARILLONS 
Dept. 31, 3015 Casitas Ave., Los Angeles 30, Cal. 





440 


We hear much today, in fact almost 
too much, of Anglo-Catholicism. The 
term has even passed into common usage 
and captured a place in the English 
dictionary, which defines it as “the 
doctrines and practices of those in the 
Anglican churches who hold that the 
Catholicity of these churches remains 
unchanged by the Reformation, and who 
accordingly foster a revival of ritualism 
and conventual life.” 

Within limits, Bishop Andrewes is 
typical of the twentieth century Anglo- 
Catholic—within limits, I repeat, be- 
cause the bishop was no ritualist, and 
an old-fashioned High Churchman 
whose rule of faith repudiated much 
that is acceptable doctrine in Anglo- 
Catholicism now. That he was, in one 
respect, a model for our Anglo-Catholies 
since Newman, is well set forth by Fr. 

teidy. “His main problem consisted in 

propagating the idea of the continuity 
of the Catholic tradition in the Church 
despite the organizational break; he had 
to see the idea of a Catholicism that 
Was episcopal, but not papal, in its con- 
stitution.” Adhering consistently to 
this hypothesis of Anglo-Catholicism, 
Andrewes in season and out of season 
continually “preached a visible, author- 
itative Church whose constitution was 
episcopal and non-papal.” There can 
be no doubt that Andrewes is a repre- 
sentative Anglican, and, as Fr. Reidy 
puts it, “the last thing he would 
have called that position is a com- 
promise.” 

This altogether sympathetie and well- 
balanced interpretation of the mind of 
Lancelot Andrewes is undeniably 4 
valuable addition to Jesuit Studies, a 
worthy contribution to the arts and 
sciences by members of the Society of 
Jesus. While Fr. Reidy’s careful anal- 
vsis of the sermons of Bishop Andrewes 


may never become a best seller, we do 
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predict that it will be read, re-read, and _ | 
enjoyed by that select literary coterie 
naturally accommodate 


whose tastes 


themselves to something as unique as 
this study of an Anglican worthy. 
Romans and Anglicans are going to 
praise the biography of this celebrated 
Jacobean court preacher in whom they 
are going to “discover a splendid witness 


to the tremendous spiritual and intel- 


lectual struggle through which the 
English Chureh labored to establish 


itself with a personality and character 
entirely its own, in separation from 
tome.” 

PAUL SULLIVAN 


“4ere Perennius”’ 


JoHN CarroLL OF BALTIMORE. By 
Annabelle M. Melville (Seribner’s, 
N. Y., 1955), pp. ix + 338. $4.50. 


The test of greatness in a man goes 
beyond the coincidents of noble con- | 
temporaries and momentous occa- 
sions. His ultimate measure is taken | 
by the shaping of events which in his 
absence would have taken a different 
course. It is only when one specu- 
lates on what the Catholic Church in 
the United States might have been | 
without him that the true stature of | 
John Carroll emerges. 


Needless to point out, Mrs. Melville’s 
the United 
States’ first prime bishop has admirably 


definitive biography of 
taken the measure of Archbishop Car- 
roll, and in doing so has also taken the 
measure of the exeiting events which 
preceded and followed his elevation to 
the primatial see of Baltimore. 
Unbelievable as it may appear today 
when the American Catholic Church is 
evaluated against the background of a 
mighty nation whose limits are cireum- 
scribed only by two vast ocean pano- 
famas, the United States 1790 
Was peopled by some three millions of | 
“uzens who barely took notice of the | 
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handful of thirty thousand 


scanty 
C‘atholies, and about as much notice ot 


the thirty priests who administered to 
their needs over a vast geographical do- 
main Which was enlarging itself by leaps 
and bounds. 

kiven John Carroll with his broad, 
broad vision could hardly have dared to 
dream that he would live to grow to 
metropolitan stature, with New York, 
Boston, Philadelphia, and Bardstown a 
suffragan sees. Yet this joy was given 
to him not on the year of his death, 
1815, but seven long years before. 

Mrs. Melville’s monumental record 
leaves to posterity what Archbishop 
Carroll would himself have desired her 
tc6 reeall and emphasize, that America’s 
first Catholie bishop, while in spirituals 
a Valiant champion of the papacy, Was 
in temporal concerns, as well as in his 
<piritual interests, first, last, and always 
a loyal American. That is why we love 
him today. That is why the American 
Catholie Church merits the devotion of 
many millions of Catholies and the pro 
found admiration and respect of many 
more millions of non-Catholies. 

John Carroll’s election to the episeo- 
pate (May, 1787) was confirmed (Sept 
1789) by Pius VI. 
quired a long and dangerous journey to 


Hix consecration re- 
England. The pontifical event, which 
took place April 15, 1790, was brought 
to its auspicious conclusion four months 
later with his installation on the first 
episcopal throne ever erected in the 
United States of America. 

From December of 1790 until his 
death just a quarter of a century later, 
what Mrs. Melville terms the bishop's 
“ultimate measure” was determined by 
the ecclesiastical movements which re- 
quired his constant attention. The first 
American Carmel opened its doors in 
1790. Poor Clares, Visitation Nuns, 
Ursulines, Sisters of Charity followed in 
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rapid succession. 
examples of the love of the Holy Spirit 
for the infant Church more than com- 
pensated for the sorrows and. trials 
which Bishop Carroll encountered from 
all sides, from laymen, from refractory 
clerics, from troublesome trustees, from 
meddling prelates from abroad. 

On July 14, 1815, an admiring nation 
called upon its most distinguished cleri- 
cal son, Archbishop Carroll, to deliver 
the solemn oration at the laying of th 
cornerstone of Washington Monument. 
Sut due to years and failing health 
“John of Baltimore” sadly declined the 
honor and began his preparation for the 
final summons. It came, quietly and 
B15. A 


Protestant 


peacefully, on December 3, 
very short time before a 

clergyman had observed to the dying 
primate that his hopes must now be 
fixed on another world. Carroll coun- 


tered briefly and = characteristically, 
“Sir, my hopes have always been fixed 
on the Cross of Christ.” That remains 


Bishop John Carroll's “ultimate 


measure!” (, PRENDIVILLE 


The Great McNabb 


FarHer Vincent McNass, O.P. Thi 
Portrait of a Great Dominican. By 
Ferdinand Valentine, O.P. (Newman 
Press), 418 pp. $4.00. 

The English writer, William) Make- 
peace Thackery, gives a definition in 
The Virginian that fits the late Fr. 
McNabb as if it had_ been 
about him. “To 


Vincent 
written especially 
endure is greater than to dare’; says 
Thackery, ‘“‘to tire out hostile fortune 
to be daunted by no difficulty; to keep 
heart when all have lost it; to go through 
intrigue spotless ; to forego even ambl- 
tion when the end is gained—who cal 
say this is not greatness.” 

Probably no English priest since New- 


man has had greater impact on_ his 
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countrymen than fiery, dynamic, unpre- 
dictable Fr. MeNabb. Chesteron called 
lim “one of the few great men I have 
met in my life.” Belloc (whom Fr. 
MeNabb tried to make into a priest) 
referred to him as one of the world’s 
Kven that crusty old 


greatest men. 


misanthrope, George Bernard Shaw, 


with whom Fr. MeNabb on oceasion 
debated, had a kind word for him. 
Fr. MeNabb was a 


toothless, balding and 


physically 
startling man: 
lean, clad in a frayed white habit with 
a dust-soiled hem, wearing a pair of 
brogues that belonged more in a peat 
hog of his native Ireland than on the 
streets and carpeted halls of London. 
But even more startling was the power 
and incisiveness of his egregious mind 
which could move from economics to 
philosophy to asceticism in a quick and 
overwhelming effluvium. 

Fr. Valentine who lived with Fr. 
MeNabb, knew him and loved him, has 
now given us a detailed portrait of this 
extraordinary priest whose finger was in 
every English Catholic movement in the 
last fifty years. In this oversize bi- 
ography, Fr. Valentine has presented 
the reader with a wealth of material 
too much at times, and often not well 
enough sorted and balanced. Sometimes 
the reader loses sight of the trees for 
the woods, but the author’s purpose 
seems to be to gather together all the 
information while those who knew Fr. 
MeNabb are yet alive. Fr. Valentine 
wisely allows his subject to speak for 
himself, but many others are also per- 
mitted to testify in his behalf—his rela- 
The author 
las given us a definitive biography. It 


tives, friends, and enemies. 


aWaits someone, perhaps not so close to 
the subject, to give us a more human 
biography. 

Yet the reading of Father Vincent 
McNabb, O.P. is well worth while. 








Books for Lent 





Striving for Perfection 
By L. Colin, C.SS.R., trans. by Kathryn Day Wyatt— 


Elaborating the notion that striving for perfection 
is at once an ideal of life and a course of action, 
Father Colin's treatment is eminently useful for all 
who seek a precise and accurate notion of the 
essence of religious life 





Meditations Before Mass 


By Romano Guardini, trans. by Elinor C. Briefs— 
In this work, Msgr. Guardini touches on the essence 
of Christian experience: how can each one of us 
reap in full that rich participation in the Mass that 
Christ intends? These meditations are of unique 
value, and cannot fail to bring one closer to the 
central Christian Act. $3.00 





Manual for Interior Souls 


By John Nicholas Grou, S.J., newly edited and 
introduced by Donal O'Sullivan, $.J.—Confer- 
ences on the spiritual life delivered by Father 
Grou, one of the most eminent and best beloved 
masters of the interior life 3.50 





The Eucharist and the Confessional 


By F. D. Joret, O.P.—This inspiring and thorough 
study of the Eucharist and the sacrament of Penance 
cannot fail to enkindle in the heart of the humble 
Christian a greater love for our Lord and a deeper 
understanding of the gifts He offers us for our 
salvation $3. 





When You Pray 


By Richard Klaver, O.$.C.—A valuable study on 
the supremely perfect prayer, the Our Father. 
The author traces the theological background of the 
petitions, and demonstrates that it is a method of 
conversing with God that fits every mind and 
mood. $3.50 





Franciscan Perfection 


By Césaire de Tours, O.F.M.Cap., trans. by Paul 
Barrett, O.F.M.Cap.—This sensitive translation 
presents the rich spiritual insights of de Tours’ 
eminent study of Franciscan spirituality. The 
Poverello's life becomes a living framework of 
ascetical and mystical principles $3.25 





St. Augustine: The Problem of 
Free Choice 


Trans. by Dom Mark Pontifex—Volume 22 of 
“Ancient Christian Writers’ makes available one 
of the most interesting of St. Augustine's works, 
an examination of free will and choice in the face 
of the problem of evil. $3.25 
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From its pages emerges a great and holy 
man, a man of character and tempera- 
ment, a man inspired and inspiring. 
There is the sopree for much meditation 
here, and the transforming power of 
example. This account of a most 
unusual preacher, writer, economist and 
spiritual director is one that impresses 
and will be remembered. 

Aupert J. Nevins, M.M. 


Latest Trese Volume 
TeNpDeERS OF THE Fiockx. By Leo J. 

Trese (Sheed and Ward, New York, 

1955), pp. 190. $2.50. 

Tenders of the Flock is a series of 
essays variously titled “The Happy 
Priest,’ “The Prayerful Priest,” “The 
Priest,” “The Brotherly 
Priest,” “The Marian Priest,” and so 


(senerous 


on. They are inspirational, practical, 
down to earth. The author speaks as 
one of us, and he has much to offer to 
his brother priests. The following 
examples may help give some idea of 
his approach. 

On pp. 30, 31, Fr. Trese suggests that 


the Litany of the Sacred Heart be 


included in our morning prayers or 


Thanksgiving. On page 35 he points out 
the possibility of 


having a regular 


special intention for each Hour of the 
Breviary. Pp. 135-168 will be espe- 
cially stimulating for younger priests 
and to seminarians. Here the author 
speaks of vitalizing the parish organiza- 
tions and of the “strong spiritual direc- 
tion” which the priest must be prepared 
to supply to apostolic-minded laymen. 
He insists that prayer and penance are 
of prime importance for them, as for 
priests, in strengthening their own life 
of the spirit, more necessary than 
structural organization. 


The Sodality of Our Lady is 
another organization with great pos- 
sibilities as a missionary force, but 
too often it is only a pale replica of 
the apostolic organism that it is 
designed to be. How many of us, I 
wonder, have ever made a serious 
study of the Sodality Rule? (p. 143) 


He also has practical remarks about 
the CCD, Inquiry Classes, Study Clubs, 
the Legion of Mary, C.F.M., the 
N.C.C.M., youth groups, Rural Life, 
Liturgical movements, ete. 


Let me make a confession. Any 
time that I have found myself—well, 
squirming a bit—at the apostolic zeal 
and action of the laity, I have been 
able to trace my discomfort to one 
cause only: I have had to run too 





York 16, N. Y. 





= 
Achieving Peace of Heart 
By Narciso Irala, S.J. Translated by Lewis Delmage, S.J. 


We are proud to announce that the Alma Savage Lecture Service is preparing a 
nationwide lecture tour for the author of ACHIEVING PEACK OF HEART. The 
lectures on this international best-seller are intended primarily for our seminaries and 
colleges. ‘To reserve this service, please write to Miss Savage, 108 E. 37 Street, New 


ACHIEVING PEACE OF HEART is now—after but one year—in its 4th printing, 
lor eight consecutive months of that single year, this book was among the TEN BEST 
SELLERS on AMERICA’S BOOK-LOG. 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC., 53 Park Place, New York 7, N. Y. 


Price—$3.50 
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fast to keep up with them. They have 
-hamed my own easy-going ways. 
They have made demands upon my 
own spiritual resources and have 
made me conscious of my spiritual 
inadequacies and sloth. I have sighed 
after the flesh-pots of leisure and 
tranquillity, and for a fleet moment 
have regretted getting myself in- 
volved in such a Christian and pente- 
costal activity (p. 140). 


This reviewer would record only two 
On p. 38 the author 
is urging that the priest’s prayer be 
It is perhaps 
unfortunate that he then contrasts what 


small criticisms. 
“daily and methodical.” 


he means by methodical (1.e., “I mean 
only the method involved in having a 
fixed hour and place”) with what he 
calls the “seientific dissection of the 
meditative Ignatian 
method and the Sulpician method. Per- 
haps his own introduction to the various 
Ignatian methods, 
too brief. Or perhaps this is an una- 
voidable consequence of the thesis which 


process” in the 


for instance, was 


he incidentally proposes on p. 155, viz., 
that retreats for religious are best con- 
ducted by religious and so retreats for 
diocesan clergy would best be conducted 
by parish priests. 

On p. 108 there is a printer’s error 
which should be noted. In the middle 
paragraph, lines 9 and 10 are misplaced ; 
they should follow immediately after 
line 5. 

The this book first 
appeared in article form in Emmanuel, 
official monthly of the Priests’ Eucha- 
ristic League. Fr. Trese 
known to readers of his popular Vessels 
of Clay and A Man Approved. This 
latest book, like his others, would make 


contents of 


is also well 


4 fine gift for priest or seminarian. He 
would find it inspiring. He would, 
indeed, find much in it worth prayerful 
reflection. 

Epwin Lewis 
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valuable... 


a catechism tor 
Con irmation 


by REV. JOHN J. MORRIS 


| “  . . the solution to the 
| 


problem of 


| “What text shall I use in prepar- 
ing a class for the reception of the 
| Sacrament of Confirmation?’... 
should prove a very valuable ad- 
| dition to our catechetical litera- 
| ture. — Pastoral Life. 


p> Illustrated. . .25¢ 
p> ORDER NOW. 


| Dp» 32 pp. 
| p Quantity disc. 
| 


| D. FARRELL CO. 


526 Marengo Avenue 
Forest Park, Illinois 


or your 
| CATHOLIC BOOKSTORE 








Four Mystics and Our 
Lord’s Passion 
New Licgur oN THE PASSION OF OUR 
Divine Lorp. By Patrick O’Connell, 
B.D. (Dublin, M. H. Gill and Son, 
Lid., 1955), pp. vill + 76. 7/6. 
This little book makes what might at 
first seem to be a significant contribu- 
tion to the history of the Passion. Fr. 
O’Connell examines the evidence given 
for the sufferings of our Lord by the 
Holy Shroud of Turin and then cor- 
roborates his findings by means of the 
visions of four mystics: St. Bridget of 
Sweden, the Venerable Maria d’Agreda, 
Anne Catherine Emmerich, and Theresa 
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Neumann. From these sources it is con- 
cluded, to mention but two examples, 
that ‘no one was ever subjected to such 
a merciless scourging as .. . Our 
Divine Lord” (p. 37), and that the 
cross upon Which Christ died was shaped 
like the cross on the back of a Gothic 
chasuble with its arms slanting upwards 
(p. 63). 


Some objection may be made to these 
and other opinions expressed by the 
author. It is quite impossible to prove 
that the scourging which our Lord 
received was the cruelest ever inflicted, 
nor is there any compelling reason why 
it should have been. The traditional 
penalty at Rome for a seducer of a 
Vestal Virgin was to be flogged to death 
in the forum. There is no evidence from 
antiquity for the type of cross suggested 
by Fr. O’Connell, and it is quite improb- 
able that the executioners would have 
taken the trouble to make such a cross. 


The validity of the whole study 
should perhaps be called into question. 
The author has no doubts with regard 
to the authenticity of the Holy Shroud. 
He maintains that it “is rightly referred 
to as a Fifth Gospel” (p. 33). It is 
true that the veneration given to this 
relic has been praised by numerous 
pontiffis, but there is certainly nothing 
de fide in such approbations. Despite 
the impression given by this book, the 
history of the Shroud prior to the middle 
of the fourteenth century is most 
obscure, if not actually non-existent. 
The chemical explanations given for the 
formation of the image are also far 
from convincing. In view of these facts, 
a prudent reserve with regard to the 
Shroud may not be out of place—at 
least until it is thought proper to submit 
it to a Carbon-14 test which would show 
conclusively whether the linen is from 
the first or from the fourteenth century. 
If the latter is shown to be the case, the 
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Shroud may still be miraculous, though 


it would not necessarily represent the 
actual features of our Lord any more 


than the miraculous picture of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe is an actual portrait of 
our Blessed Mother. 


Similar exception may be made to the 
appeal to private revelations for details 
with regard to the Passion. Fr. 
Q’Connell believes that the discrepan- 
cies recorded in these revelations “have 
been very much magnified” (p. 23). 
This is, of course, a matter of personal 
judgment, but practically all spiritual 
writers who have dealt with the problem 
have felt the need of giving some expla- 
nation for such divergencies. 
planation is that the mystic does not 
adequately distinguish between what 
has come from divine illumination and 
what has come from the subconscious 
mind. Another source of confusion lies 
in the fact that a mystic may interpret 
a vision literally when it should be 
taken allegorically and _ spiritually. 
This is the criticism which Catherine 
Emmerich made of many of the visions 
of Maria d’Agreda, and there are cer- 
tainly many details in the recorded 
revelations of Catherine herself, of St. 
Bridget, and of Theresa Neumann which 
are more than suspect. 


One ex- 


It hardly seems proper that God 
should communicate archaeological or 
historical truths to us by means of such 
private revelations, even if at times He 
permits a mystic to believe that He is 
so doing. Even St. Ignatius did not try 
to give any specific information with 
regard to the topography of the Holy 
Land in his Spiritual Exercises, though 
he could easily have done so after his 
pilgrimage to Palestine. He preferred 
to leave such details entirely to the 
imagination of the exercitant. What is 
here maintained with regard to private 
revelations seems equally applicable 
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to other charismatic gifts. The marks 
of the Passion which various individuals 


have borne on their bodies vary con- 


siderably. If we were to take the 
stigmata of Padre Pio or of Theresa 
Neumann as literal evidence for the 


position of the wounds in our Lord’s 
hands, they would certainly contradict 
the evidence of the Holy Shroud. 

In spite of the defects of this little 
work, it is obviously a labor of love. 
We may hope that it achieves its “prac- 
tical conclusion” of leading the reader 
to “meditate devoutly and frequently on 
(p. 76), 
which, after all, seems to be the end 


these redeeming sufferings” 


which God has in view in keeping before 

our minds through the medium of His 

saints the mysteries of the Passion. 
M. JoserH CosTE.Lor, S.J. 


A Word on Books Received 


Revelation and An 
introduction to the theology of St. John. 
Written by Dr. William Grossouw and 
edited by Rev. Martin W. Schoenberg, 


O.S.C., this book is designed for general 


Redemption. 


reading and should serve to stimulate 
further study. The 
Westminster, Md. 


Newman Press, 


Local Leadership in Mission Lands. 
The proceedings of the Fordham Uni- 
versity Conference of Mission Special- 
(1954 An 
collection for students of missiology and 


ists meeting). important 


missioners. Contains seven papers 
together with the comments on them, 
all relating to the theme of local leader- 


ship. Fordham University Press, N. Y. 


The Virtue of Observance According 
This is evi- 
dently a doctorate dissertation: solid 
and treatment of the 
function of obligatory 
respect owed to authority. It is a well- 
reasoned reminder of the hazards of a 


lo St. Thomas Aquinas. 


authoritative 
meaning and 
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false egalitarianism and is timely. By 
N. Benedict Joseph, O.P. The Thomist 
Press, Washington (17), D. C. 


Priestly Prayers for the Holy Hour. 
A handy compilation of prayers custom- 
arily to be said by priests who are mem- 
bers of the Priests’ Eucharistic League 
during their Holy Hour. Useful also 
By Raymond A. Tartre, 
S.S.8., National Director of the League. 
The Sentinel Press, 194 East 76th St., 
N.Y.C. (21) N. Y. 


for others. 


The Meaning of the Religious Life. 
A treatment, along familiar lines, of 
the relation of the religious vows to the 
virtue of charity. By an authority in 
the field: Benoit Lavaud, ©O.P., trans- 
lated by Walter Mitchell. The New- 
man Press, Westminster, Md. 


Described 
as “the first full-length biography of 
Blessed Saxony, 
Master-General of the Dominican 
Order,” this book locates a great man’s 
life in an exciting period of medieval 
By Marguerite Aron. B. 
Louis. 


St. Dominic’s Successor. 
Jordan of second 


Murope. 
Herder, St. 


The Parish Priest’s Examen. A con- 
cise and practical presentation of all 
the various areas in a priest’s life where- 
in he may be liable to human failings, 
It covers: the obligations springing from 
Holy Orders—care in administration oj 
the the Ten Command- 
ments—the Cardinal Virtues. 


Sacraments 
A genu- 
ine aid to sucerdotal holiness. By Most 
tev. John B. Franz, D.D., Bishop ot 
Dodge City. Templegate Publishers, 
Springfield, Illinois. 


Key Concepts of the Old Testament. 
A study of the divine religion of Moses 
and the Prophets: the nature of God— 
the promise of the Messias—personal 
moral responsibility and 

before Christ. Brief and 
clear. By Rev. Albert Gelin. 
and Ward, N. Y. 


Ratio et Via. A Latin version incor- 
porating the new decree on the changes 
in the Missal and Breviary, applying 


salvation 
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DO YOU NEED MONEY TO 
BUILD — EXPAND — MODERNIZE 
or for 
DEBT REDUCTION 
YOU HAVE IT 
RIGHT IN YOUR OWN PARISH 


OVER $1,600,000 raised in five parishes in the Brooklyn Diocese this past 
year through the use of our Campaign Counselling Service. The total 
oversubscription in these parishes amounted to $500,000 on established 
goals. 


AMOUNT 
OBJECTIY Ie PLEDGED 
NEW SCITIOOL 


St. Martha’s, l niondale, N. Y. $200, 000 $255,000 
St. Rose of Lima, Massapequa, N. Y. $200,000 $368 , 000 
Blessed Sacrament, Valley Stream, N. Y. $150,000 $257 , 000 


NEW CONVENT 
Our Lady of Grace, Howard Beach, N. Y. $200, 000 $251, 000 
NEW CHURCH 


Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Richmond Hill South, N. Y. $300,000 $195 , 000 


Inquiry or consultation entails no obligation 


PHONE COLLECT FReeport 8-2520 


JAMES A. FLYNN & ASSOCIATES 


(Formerly Flynn, Gould & Associates) 


JAMES A. FLYNN & ASSOCIATES 
HUB BUILDING 
FREEPORT, NEW YORK 


(1) Tam interested in knowing about your Fund Raising Plan. Without 
cost or obligation please send me full information as to your methods. 
(2) Please have your representative telephone me for an appointment to 
explain your Plan. This, of course, entails no obligation on my part. 


PARISH... eis aires 

(Please Print) 
STREET TOWN STATE 
PASTOR... . 7 .. PHONE NUMBER 
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*... the only book of its kind available to Catholics in English... 


Gop’s HERALDS 


‘ (4 Guide to the Prophets of Israel) 
By J. Chaine 
Translated by Brendan McGrath, O.S.B. 


e*.../t is, as indicated in its subtitle, a guide to the reading of the Prophets, a help to 


ee... 1t is a concise and popular guide by a biblical expert. 


understand the historical background in which each prophecy appeared. And, let ut be 
said immediately, an excellent guide, a great help for seminarians, priests and, in general, 
for anyone desirous of understanding better the Old Testament and prophetic literature.” 
mmanuel 

A general treatise on 
prophetism and the political, religious and social history of Israel sets the stage for a 
consideration of the writing Prophets ... [tis a fine book, indeed the only book of its 
kind available to Catholics in English at this writing.””. Books on Trial 


“tt is on the popular rather than on the scholarly level, and is intended for priests, 


e 
seminarians and educaled lay people.” Worship 
Price: $3.95 





ACHIEVING 
PEACE OF HEART 


By Narciso Irala, S.J. 


TING 


7 


Translated by Lewis Delmage, S.J. 





@ bor eight consecutive months in its first year on the market, Achieving Peace of Heart 
has been listed on AMERICA’S BOOK LOG as one of the country’s ten best selling 
books. 


@ Already in its FOURTH PRINTING! 


@ The author of this international best seller, Father Narciso Irala, S.J., is to begin a 
nationwide lecture tour of our seminaries, novitiates, philosophates, theologates and 
colleges. ‘To secure reservation of this service, write to the Alma Savage Lecture 
Bureau, 108 Kast 37 Street, New York 16, New York. 


© “The book demonstrates a very practical technique of re-educaling mind, will and feelings 
so thal the ordinary Catholic can get the most out of life here and hereafter.” John B. 
Sheerin, C.S.P., Editor, The Catholic World 
@ Consider the Table of Contents of this work: Re-education of Control Re-education of 
the Mind Re-education of the Will—Re-educalion of the Feelings—How to Rest 
How to Think—IHlow to Use the Will—How to Control Feelings—How to Train the 
Serual Instinel—How to be Happy—How to Choose an Ideal—A Short Summary of 
Advice 
Price $3.50 


Josepu Fk. WaGner, [Nc., 53 Park Place, New York 7, New York 
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another lawson associates success 


means 


another Central Catholic High school 





In the nine parishes of Escambia County in Florida’s Gulf 
Coast region, there was a need for a new Central High School. 
A survey of the elementary schools of these parishes showed a 
growth in student population which soon would exceed the 
capacity of the existing High School. 

Lawson Associates was asked to analyze the funds potential 
in these nine parishes Construction of a new Pensacola 
Catholic High School was dependent, in large, upon the raising 
of some $400,000 from the county parishes. 

After a study of the problem, we met in Pensacola with the 
Reverend Pastors and outlined our findings in detail. We said 
our survey indicated a minimum of $350,000 could be forth- 
coming in a campaign planned and directed by Lawson 
Associates. We agreed to a public objective of $400,000. 

The campaign closed with more than $378,000 and, as of 
this writing, has passed the $395,000 mark. Some 1,900 
Catholics gave an average of almost $200 to further Catholic 
Education in Pensacola. 

This was one of the reasons why, in 1955, Lawson Associates 
campaigns produced 114 per cent of their combined objec- 
tives. 

This is one of the reasons why, in 1956, it will pay you to 
talk over your funds need with LAWSON ASSOCIATES. 


Write today 
for an analysis 
of your funds 
problem. Bet- 
ter yet, call, 
collect, Rock- 
ville Centre 6- 
0177. No obli- 
gation, of 
course. 


| Lawson Associates | 
| Rockville Centre, New York | 
| Gentlemen: | 
| () Please arrange a confidential visit with one of | 
| your representatives. ad | 
()Please send your illustrated brochure ‘The | 
| Catholic Funds Appeal.”’ | 
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LAwson ASSOCIATES 


FUND RAISING COUNSEL 





ROCKVILLE CENTRE. N. Y. 
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If you want 
Beauty... 
and Economy too... 


... there’s a special reason why you'll find both in 
Emkay’s glassed, wax-colored Olivaxine Candles. De- 
sign is the key. The exclusive scientifically -designed 
Duraglass Container regulates drafts, without glass 
followers or shields helps prevent smoking, flicker- 
ing and wasteful, uneven burning. Measure of their 
long-burning efficiency is the fact that 50 regular size 
Olivaxine Candles are guaranteed to be a year’s supply 


for your Sanctuary Lamp. 


MUENCH-KREUZER Order famous Emkay 
Candle Co Inc Olivaxine candles (natural 
SYRACUSE “— y wax color) in 7-or 14-day 


sizes. Your choice of erys- 


New York Chicago tal, ruby, blue, green or 
Boston New Orleans amber colored Duraglass. 
Los Angeles San Francisco 


PURVEYORS TO THE VATICAN BY APPOINTMENT 


























Who said this? 


“Never suffer a thought lo be harbored in your 
mind which you would nol avow openly. When 
lempled lo do anything tn secrel, ask yourself uf 
you would do it in public. If you would nol, be 
sure tl is wrong.” 








It is customary to hail the author of these lines as the champion of democracy, 


and, of course, as the champion of liberty. 


All historians agree that Thomas Jefferson was an aristocrat at heart. But 
he should be honored as an aristocrat of marked human intelligence, exquisite 
taste and good manners. His grasp of social and economic problems demon- 
strates, as one of his contemporaries has stated, that he was “always about a 
century ahead of his times.’ And where, in all literature, outside of the 
Bible, will one find a phrase of such brevity, clarity and moral power as "a 
decent respect for the opinions of mankind’—words which Jefferson wove into 


his most famous masterpiece, the immortal! Declaration of Independence? 


And speaking of weaving, where in all the world, will you find such quality 
and integrity woven into fabrics for sacred vestures and altar draperies as in 


those produced on the looms of Alien? Truly, “the Liturgy Lives in the Weave!” 


“Buy American” 


Allen Silk Mills 


MANUFACTURERS 
rgtcal abrics 


Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 


868 Sixth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





Trade Mark Reg. 
IN CANADA: ALLEN SILK MILLS (CANADA) LTD., 752 VICTORIA SQUARE, MONTREAL 
VESTMENT FABRICS BANDINGS 
DRAPERY FABRICS EMBLEMS 


If you are unable to purchase Allen Fabrics 
in your community, write us at once. 








THe Hominerie aNp Postora. Review (Monthly), LVI, No. 6, (March, 1956). Copyright 1956 by Joseph F. 
Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the Post Office 
at New York, N. Y., under the act of March 3, 1879. Additional entry at Easton, Pa. Subseriptions to the U. 8 


$5.00 per annum. $5.25 in Canada 

















Firms with Episcopal Authorization to 
Handle Sacred Vessels and Repair Them 
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BOSTON 

Benziger Brothers, Inc., 95 Summer Street 

Patrick J. Gill & Sons, Inc., 387 Washington Street 
CHARLESTON, W. VA. 

Harry D. Corcoran Co., 212714-2129 Market St. 
CHICAGO 

Benziger Brothers, Inc., 223-225 West Washington Street 

Lawrence N. Daleiden Co., 218 W. Madison St. 

D. B. Hansen & Sons, 23 North Franklin Street 
CINCINNATI 

Benziger Brothers, Inc., 429 Main Street 

Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 436 Main Street 
CLEVELAND 

John W. Winterich and Associates, 3700 Euclid Ave. 
GUTTENBERG, N. J. 

Summit Studios, 112-114 71st St. 
NEW YORK CITY 

Benziger Brothers, Inc., 6-8 Barclay Street 

Engel & Sharkey, 334 Park Ave. 

Walter R. Engel, Inc., 23 East 51 St. 

The Edward O'Toole Company, Inc., 65 Barclay Street 

Frederick Pustet Company, 14 Barclay Street 

Rambusch Decorating Company, 40 West 13th Street 

Summit Studios, 233 Broadway 
OMAHA 

Koley Plating Co., 2951-53-55 Harney Street 
PHILADELPHIA 

Keystone Silver Co., 804-805 Sansom St. 
ST. LOUIS 

B. Herder Book Company, 15 and 17 South Broadway 
ST. PAUL 

The E. M. Lohmann Company, 413-415 Sibley Street 
SAN FRANCISCO 

Benziger Brothers Inc., 758 Mission Street 
TULSA 

F. C. Ziegler, 1150 South Frankfort 
WHEELING, W. VA. | 

Harry D. Corcoran Co., 212714-2129 Market St. | 
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The “Year-Rounder”’ 
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CLERIC CASSOCK 


















“Tim. 
My 


fof Dacron . 
for strength 
. with Viscose 
% for beauty wp 


It’s light ... it’s tough... 
it’s beautiful ! 


Available in the following sizes — 
Roman style only. 





INGTM | CHEST 36 | CHEST J8 | CHEST 40 | CesT 42 CHEST 44 cHest ae | Crest ae 
or COusR couse couse coum cou Count couse c 
t tag ley sh 413 $4 13% Isgrsagte tegieng? | ten ? 







































































the finest 
fund raising advice... 


as near as your telephone 


f 1) GO 
F @ CALL COLLECT 


/ ta . TODAY 





a 
No Obligation 


ALL CATHOLIC STAFF — 60 PERMANENT STAFF MEMBERS 
OVER $70,000,000 RAISED 

FLAT FEE — NO PERCENTAGES 

FEE INCLUDES FOLLOW-UP SERVICE ON PLEDGES 


ANALYSIS OF POTENTIAL, TIMING & COSTS BEFORE ANY 
COMMITMENTS ARE MADE 
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COMMUNITY COUNSELLING SERVICE INC. 


EMPIRE STATE BUILDING, NEW YORK 1, N.Y. OXford 5-1175 
DETROIT ALBANY FAIRFIELD, CONN. TORONTO, CANADA 
776 Maccabees Bidg 90 State St 44 Shermon Ct 21 King St. Eost 
Temple 2-1020 Albany 6-9530 Clearwater 9-2413 Empire 68-4114 
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